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Sunny and hot today, then clear in
the evening. Find our full five-day
forecast on page A8.
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Erica Larsen-Dockray, founder and director of the Calibraska Arts
Initiative, works with North Platte Public Schools Kids Klub Summer
Academy students on animation techniques on Wednesday at the
“Animation Playground” playground camp at North Platte Commu-
nity College-South Campus.

Number of
US overdose
deaths appears
to be falling

NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. overdose deaths
last year likely fell for the first time in near-
ly three decades, preliminary numbers sug-
gest.

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention on Wednesday posted data showing
nearly 68,000 drug overdose deaths were re-
ported last year. The number may go up as
more investigations are completed, but the
agency expects the tally will end up below
69,000.

Overdose deaths had been climbing each
year since 1990, topping 70,000 in 2017.

The numbers were celebrated by the U.S.
secretary of health and human services.
“Lives are being saved, and we’re beginning

Summer Jam
tickets go fast
on 1st day of
public sales

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

David Fudge’s suspicions were correct:
Nebraskaland Days fans are excited over his
2020 concert lineup.

About half the 13,000 Wild West Arena
tickets for the June 26 Luke Combs concert
had been sold halfway through Wednesday’s
first day of public sales, said Fudge, the cele-
bration’s executive director.

All “Golden Circle” tickets in front of the

UNL analysis: In 80 years, summers in Nebraska
will feel like those on southern border today

Getting hotter and hotter
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Swimmers jump off diving boards at the Cody Pool in hot, humid weather Wednesday. Though tempera-
tures failed to reach the forecasted 90s on Wednesday, the National Weather Services is predicting highs
in the upper 90s through Saturday.

By NANCY GAARDER
BH News Service

Get used to this heat and hu-
midity.

Like it or not, global warming
is bringing Oklahoma, Arizona
and Texas summers to Nebraska.

Children born today in Omaha
will experience summers more
like those in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
and points south as adults. In
some areas of southern Nebraska,
summers will be more like those
in Fort Worth, Texas, or even the
Texas-Mexico border.

Eventually, by the time today’s
infants reach age 80, Omaha’s
summertime highs could be like
those along the Mexico border.

That’s according to an analysis
conducted by the University of

Nebraska-Lincoln and recently
posted on an interactive website.
Funding for the analysis and
website was provided by the fed-
eral government.

The website, Climate4Cities,
examines how global warming is
expected to boost temperatures
and alter precipitation patterns
in the 10 states in the Missouri
River basin — Nebraska, Iowa,
Missouri, Kansas, Minnesota,
South Dakota, North Dakota, Wy-
oming, Colorado and Montana.
To varying degrees, warming
will occur across the board in all
communities and seasons.

“This gives people a tangible
look at what the climate of their
area is going to look like,” said
Martha Shulski, Nebraska’s state

climatologist, who helped develop
the website. “It helps put things
in perspective.”

This week, Omaha happens to
be expecting its hottest stretch of
weather in seven years, but the
new website is based on long-term
trends, not any particular heat
wave.

Global warming has already
led to large jumps in atmospheric
water vapor and changes in pre-
cipitation patterns. Both are pro-
jected to continue. The increase
in atmospheric water vapor has
been linked to sizable increases
in heavy downpours in a large
swath of the Missouri River ba-
sin, including Nebraska and
Iowa.

Kids Klub taps into imagination

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Dancing across the stage,
working on music, designing
and painting skateboard decks
and a plethora of other activi-
ties stirred the imaginations
of students in the North Platte
Public School Kids Klub Sum-
mer Academy on Wednesday.

Kids Klub collaborated with
Jeff Smeltzer, business and
community education coordi-
nator at Mid-Plains Communi-
ty College, to bring the event to
North Platte.

“We started working on this
three years ago,” said Carrie

Lienemann, Kids Klub director.
“Jeff came to me and said, we’ve
got the camp, you’ve got the kids,
let’s get together and do this thing.
So here we are, this two-year idea
has come to fruition this week.”

Students will work all week
and the event will culminate
with a recital from 3-4:30 p.m.
on Friday at the NPCC South
Campus theater.

The camp, “Animation Play-
ground,” is led by Erica Lars-
en-Dockray, founder and direc-
tor of the Calibraska Arts Initia-
tive. Started in 2013, Calibraska
uses creative connections to
bring together individuals in

California and Nebraska who
might not otherwise interact.

Larsen-Dockray currently
teaches and creates animation
in Los Angeles and is a Scotts-
bluff native. She also serves
on the advisory council for the
Carson Center for Emerging
Media Arts at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln and the
initiative thrives in large part
with funding support from the
Johnny Carson Foundation.

“It’s so fortunate for us to find
some of the best instructors
across the country,” Smelzer
said. “Our animators are from
Los Angeles, our music instruc-
tors are from Denver, ballet is
from Omaha/Council Bluffs
and our theater instructors are
from Iowa.”

13,000 Wild West Arena
tickets sell Wednesday,
Golden Circle sells out

Please see TICKETS, Page A2

CDC records 68,000 deaths
in 2018, would be 1st time
numbers drop since 1990

Please see FALLING, Page A2

Please see HOTTER, Page A2

Public school program, NPCC team
up to offer creative summer classes

Please see KLUB, Page A2
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