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North Platte’s Quality Growth Fund
and its future will take center stage at
Tuesday evening’s first City Council
meeting since March without COVID-19
health restrictions.

Council members will be asked to put
QGF’s renewal for another 10 years on
the Nov. 3 general election ballot during
the 5:30 p.m. meeting at City Hall, 211 W.
Third St.

Before that, the council will decide
whether to grant a $350,000 contingency
line of credit to Nebraskaland Days from
the fund’s dedicated city sales-tax pro-
ceeds.

Both steps were recommended unan-
imously by the QGF Citizens Review
Committee, which oversees the fund that
voters approved in 2000 and renewed in
2010. It will expire next March 31 if it
isn’t renewed again.

QGF currently receives up to $650,000
a year from the city’s 1.5% sales tax, but
only if and when collections surpass a
“trigger point” figure preset to grow 2%
a year. Renewing the fund won’t change
the sales-tax rate.

The city keeps all of each year’s sales-
tax proceeds until the trigger point is
reached. After that point, the city and
QGF split additional proceeds until QGF
gets its full $650,000 or the city’s fiscal
year ends.

If the fiscal year hasn’t ended by the
time QGF gets its full share, the city
again gets 100% of further proceeds until
the fiscal year ends Sept. 30.

Neither the fund’s mechanism nor its
annual maximum sales-tax infusion of
$650,000 would change under the ballot
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Future of
QGF on
plate for
Council
City board to decide
whether to send renewal
of program to voters
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Brent Lamb prepares to move horses at a ranch along Tierra
Rejada Road between Simi Valley and Moorpark as the Easy Fire
burns Oct. 30, 2019, in Simi Valley, California. The risk of wildfires
is high in the U.S. Southwest this year.

July 4 ... at a distance

Sutherland hosts car cruise in place of
annual Independence Day parade

Please see QGF, Page A2

By JOB VIGIL
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SUTHERLAND — Sirens
blared and car horns honked as
the 2020 Sutherland Fourth of
July Car Cruise took the place
of the traditional parade on
Saturday.

This was the 83rd year of the
annual celebration that tried to
capture at least a portion of the
tradition with the car cruise.

The rodeo queens rode in the
back of the trucks and cruise
participants waved enthusiasti-
cally at the people viewing from
their yards along the route.

Missing from the usually bois-

terous event were the squeals
of children running after the
candy that is normally tossed
from the vehicles as they pass
by — a result of social distanc-
ing practices amid the COVID-19
pandemic.

“The Sutherland Chamber of
Commerce was so disappoint-
ed there are so many things
not happening today that tradi-
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Adding their smiles to the 2020 Sutherland Car Cruise were these rodeo queens all decked out in their
colors on Saturday.
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By BRIAN K. SULLIVAN
Bloomberg News

The annual monsoon that
drenches the U.S. Southwest is
late this year, raising the risk
of wildfires sparked by another
of the region’s meteorological
quirks: dry lightning.

While heavy rain isn’t ex-
pected in the normally arid
area until mid-July, thunder-
storms continue to form high
above the Earth. But the air
below is so parched that rain-
drops can evaporate on their
way down. The only things that
strikes the ground are light-
ning bolts — dry lighting.

The phenomenon, which also
occurs in Australia, is blamed
for many of the wildfires that
charred more than 3 million
acres in the U.S. West last year.
The threat is particularly se-
vere in Arizona, Nevada and
parts of Southern California,
where utilities plan to cut pow-
er during high-risk conditions.
And the strikes are notorious-
ly difficult to forecast because
they just need a storm to pass
over a sliver of dry air.

“The difference between
a wet strike and a dry strike
can be 500 feet,” said Heath
Hockenberry, national fire

weather program manager for
the National Weather Service.

Dry lightning can occur in
any desert or semi-arid region
that draws in moisture from
nearby oceans. The dry air
that makes rain drops evap-
orate also dries out plants,
making it easier for lightning
to start fires. One storm in
2008 sparked hundreds of fires
across California in a single
night that took weeks to tame.

“As global warming caus-
es temperatures to rise,
evaporation rates are increas-
ing, causing increased drying

Dry lightning risk rises in US West,
thanks to tardy monsoon season

Please see WEST, Page A2

http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=cd996f68-32ec-510a-b5e7-611b8c963286
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=cd996f68-32ec-510a-b5e7-611b8c963286
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=cd996f68-32ec-510a-b5e7-611b8c963286
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=cd996f68-32ec-510a-b5e7-611b8c963286

