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Memorial Day 2019

Upcoming D-Day anniversary
sparks interest in some schools

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Shane Wolken of Hershey kneels at the grave of his dad Mike Wolken who served in the U.S. Navy during the
Vietnam war. Shane took the time on Monday to visit the site at Fort McPherson National Cemetery for the annual
Memorial Day ceremony.̀

Turnbull:
Remember
price paid
for freedom
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

County Court Judge Kent D. Turnbull gave
an impassioned plea for the living generations
to never forget the price that was paid to gain
and preserve our freedom.

He spoke of the words written by Thomas
Jefferson, “We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent: that all men are created equal; that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienable rights; that among these are life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

Turnbull said they are words to live by.
“But I say to you they are meaningless, as

a judge I say they’re meaningless,” Turnbull
said. “They are not worth the paper they’re
written on without the sacrifice of the men
and women who died for their country, with-
out the sacrifice of the men and women who
had the courage to act and believe those words
of the Declaration of Independence and our
Constitution.”

Honoring those who served

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The flags rippled gently
in the small breeze across
Fort McPherson National
Cemetery on Monday as
people gathered to honor
the fallen soldiers of the
United States of America.

Gunnery Sgt. Samuel P.
Mortensen, who was born
and raised on a farm in
Curtis, was the keynote
speaker.

He quoted General
George Patton to open his
speech.

“(He) was quoted as say-
ing it’s foolish and wrong
to mourn the men who
died, rather we should
thank God that such men
ever lived,” Mortensen
said. “I disagree that we
shouldn’t mourn. I think
it’s healthy to mourn the
loss and deaths of our he-
roes, but we should also
celebrate that they lived
and were willing to stand
up for our nation and lay
down their lives to protect
that which we hold dear.”

Mortensen shared how
important it is for us to

spend this day togeth-
er with our family and
friends.

“It’s right and proper
that we gather here and in
other places of reverence
today to pay our respects,”
Mortensen said. “But we
should also spend some
time celebrating with
loved ones, with gratitude
for the opportunity to do
so in freedom.”

Mortensen has served
in Iraq and Kuwait and
is also a Nebraska State
Trooper based in Kear-
ney.

Michael Fochtman of
Cozad brought three of
his four children, Marley,
Mila and Derek, along
with his mother, Marsha,
to visit the grave of his fa-
ther, Paul Fochtman. Mi-

chael’s wife, Jessica, and
son Damion were not able
to make the trip on Mon-
day.

“The grandkids nev-
er got to meet Grandpa
Paul,” Michael said with
strong emotion. “It’s real-
ly amazing because Mar-
ley was born a year after
he passed. I determined
she was conceived around
the day he passed. She
talks about him a lot.”

The family brought
along a jar of brewed
coffee to place on Paul’s
grave.

“He had a large coffee
pot, it was a 60-cup pot
and he would drink one
pot a day,” Michael said.

Paul served in the U.S.

A deadly day:
50 years ago,
Offutt squad
lost 19 men
By STEVE LIEWER
BH News Service

Capt. Kingdon Hawes had barely gotten
comfortable in his boss’s chair at the 24th
Strategic Reconnaissance Squadron — at Ei-
elson Air Force Base, near Fairbanks, Alaska
— when he realized that his first day as acting
commander would not be a good day.

On that morning of June 5, 1969, a big RC-135
recon jet called “Rivet Amber” was flying back
to Eielson from Shemya, its stormy, and secret,
deployed location 1,400 miles away at the far

CARY, N.C. (AP) — Kasey
Turcol has just 75 minutes to
explain to her high school stu-
dents the importance of D-Day
— and if this wasn’t the 75th an-
niversary of the turning point
in World War II, she wouldn’t
devote that much time to it.
D-Day is not part of the required
curriculum in North Carolina
— or in many other states.

Turcol reminds her students
at Crossroads FLEX High

School in Cary, North Caroli-
na, that D-Day was an Allied
victory that saved Europe
from Nazi tyranny and that
the young men who fought and
died were barely older than
they are. She sprinkles her les-
son with details about the num-
ber of men, ships and planes
involved in the landing at Nor-
mandy while adding a few less-
er-known facts about a Spanish
spy and a deadly military prac-

tice conducted six months ear-
lier in England.

In the U.S. and other coun-
tries impacted by the events
on June 6, 1944, historians and
educators worry that the World
War II milestone is losing its
resonance with today’s stu-
dents.

In France, which was lib-
erated from German occupa-
tion, D-Day isn’t a stand-alone
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Speakers, wreaths and a
21-gun-salute commemorated
the lives, sacrifices of soldiers

The Associated Press

Zane Taylor and other students use virtual reality technology to
learn about the D-Day invasion at Normandy during a May 21 histo-
ry class at Crossroads FLEX school in Cary, North Carolina. Please see D-DAY, Page A2

Please see DEADLY, Page A2
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