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North Platte Public Schools officials
want to improve the safety and security of
the students in their charge.

On Monday, the administration will
present an initiative to help protect stu-
dents. The security enhancements at Buf-
falo Elementary, Jefferson Elementary
and North Platte High School would pro-
vide better point-of-entry security at those
buildings.

Additionally, air quality improvements

Mostly sunny today, then chance of
snow in the evening. Find our full
five-day forecast on page A8.
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St. Pat’s sweeps
boys/girls hoops
doubleheader against
Sutherland.
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Planning for future medical expenses?
We’ve got you covered.
Open a Health Savings Account with NebraskaLand National Bank and earn money
with competitive interest rates while saving for qualified medical expenses.

*Minimum deposit to open a Health Savings Account is $100.

Call us today at
308.534.2100

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

A creep-y vict-or-y

NPHS’s one-act play production team’s version of ‘The
Addams Family’ wins the A-1 district

State qualifiers
Telegraph area schools qualified for 2019
NSAA State Play Production Champion-
ships Dec. 11-13 at the Johnny Carson

Theatre in Norfolk
Class A: North Platte — “The Addams

Family”
Class B: Ogallala — “Rosie the Riveter”
Class C2: Sutherland — “The Walts of the

Red Death”
Class D1: Callaway — “Fighting Demons”;

Paxton — “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer”
Class D2: Hyannis — “Whispers”; Arnold

— “The Hunchback of Notre Dame”

The principal members of “The Addams Family” sing about
the joy they take in their naturally creepy ways during North
Platte High School’s presentation of the classic Charles
Addams characters in Saturday’s Class A-1 district one-act
play contest at NPHS. From left are Uncle Fester (Derek
Patterson), Wednesday (Abbygail Marshall), Gomez (Aden
Reed), Lurch (Joe Roeder), Morticia (Bailey Roeder), Pugsley
(Adeline Russell), Grandmama (Megan Jerabek) and Cousin
Itt (Uriel Wiezorek). NPHS finished 1st in the seven-school
competition, which punches the team’s ticket to the NSAA
Play Production Championships Dec. 11-13 at the Johnny
Carson Theatre in Norfolk. North Platte will compete on the
morning of Dec. 13 with other Class A schools.
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This tree was planted 20 years ago at Cody Park
as a memorial to Isiah Windham, son of Rick and
Vicki Windham of North Platte. Isaiah, 6, died in a
tragic accident. On Saturday night, the city lit the
tree in red, white and blue to honor first respond-

ers and the armed forces for their service to the
community. Rick Windham said his son “loved

Cody Park” so it was appropriate to plant the tree
across the street from the kiddie rides. Lyle Mins-

hull thanked the city’s park employees for coming
up with the idea to honor the area’s first respond-

ers. NP Police Chief Daniel Hudson thanked the
community for its support of law enforcement

and NP Fire and Rescue Department. The crowd
joined with Annie von Kampen, accompanied by

her father, Todd von Kampen, in the singing of
“God Bless America” and “White Christmas.”

City lights tree at Cody
Park to honor 1st

responders, armed forces

New security
upgrades to
be unveiled
at schools
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The main entrance to Jefferson Elementa-
ry School is to the right and as seen here,
the education wing to the west of the en-
trance is easily accessible, creating securi-
ty issues. The office is behind the camera;
staff does not have clear visibility of anyone
entering the building after they are buzzed
in through the main doors.

Enhancements to
be made at Buffalo,
Jefferson, high school

Please see UPGRADES, Page A2

Efforts to save
endangered species
contribute to flooding

By NANCY GAARDER
BH News Service

TEKAMAH — Flooding is
a near constant threat to the
Jackson farm.

In six of the past 10 years,
their family farm along the
Missouri River has flooded.
In 2019, it flooded three times.

The worst of the flooding

has left behind a hole deep
enough to swallow a pickup.
Sand dunes high enough to
make a beach. Washed-out
crops, and a washed-out pond
and farm road.

The Jacksons aren’t alone
in their battle with the riv-
er. Hundreds of property
owners along the Missouri
say they have had to contend
with more frequent flooding,
many for more than 10 years.

They blame changes the
government has made to

Court ruling backs
landowners’ claims
along Missouri River

Please see SAVE, Page A2
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