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Watch out, fiscal watchdogs sometimes say, 
for government officials who treat their annu-
al budgets as licenses to spend every tax dollar 
they can.

That hasn’t been the case in North Platte in 
recent years. Not even close.

The Telegraph tested the truism by com-
paring actual annual spending with approved 
budgets from 2010-11 to 2019-20 by the eight lo-
cal governments serving North Platte property 
owners.

Annual and 10-year average “actual vs. bud-
geted” percentages were computed from the 
annual budget documents local governments 
file each September with the Nebraska Auditor 
of Public Accounts.

Among the newspaper’s findings:
» The eight governments, on average, have 

spent between one-fourth and four-fifths of 
their annual budgets across all 10 years.

» Actual spending for the city of North Platte, 
which has the largest overall budget, averaged 
70.5% of budgeted spending over the decade of 
the 2010s. 

Lincoln County averaged 65.1% and North 
Platte Public Schools 78.6%, while the 18-county 
Mid-Plains Community College Area averaged 
68.6%.

Three of the eight, on average, spent less than 
half their budgets: Educational Service Unit 
16 (45.9%), the Lincoln County Agricultural 
Society (39.6%) and the Twin Platte Natural 
Resources District (24.7%). The ESU and NRD 
are also multicounty districts.

» In every case but one, actual spending never 
exceeded 86.2% of an approved budget — and of-
ten was much less.

Actual spending by the Agricultural Society, 
which operates the annual Lincoln County Fair, 
averaged just 4.1% of budgeted spending in 2018-
19 and 4.3% in 2019-20. Twin Platte NRD had 
two years under 15%.

The lone exception resulted from a January 
2015 decision by the North Platte Airport 
Authority to refinance bonds issued for federal-
ly approved airport projects.
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Local officials 
keep tight rein 
on spending
City, other governments 
have spent much less than 
budgeted in last 10 years
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Jeff Barnes of Omaha (right), author of “The Great Plains Guide to Buffalo Bill: Forts, Fights & 
Other Sites,” talks with William F. Cody impersonator Bruce Richman of North Platte Saturday morn-
ing inside the horse barn at Scout’s Rest Ranch.

By JOSH FUNK
The Associated Press

OMAHA (AP) — As Union 
Pacific’s CEO, Lance Fritz 
has had to find ways to keep 
the freight moving during the 
coronavirus pandemic as the 

economy nearly ground to a halt 
and then roared back to life. Now 
he is working to help clear up a 
major backlog in imported ship-
ments.

In the spring of 2020 — at the 
height of the restrictions related 

to the pandemic — shipping vol-
ume fell more than 20% before 
rebounding sharply later that 
year. 

The Associated Press inter-
viewed the 58-year-old Fritz, who 
also serves as the Omaha-based 

railroad’s chairman and presi-
dent. His responses have been 
edited for clarity and length.

Q. What do you think of the 
bipartisan infrastructure plan 
that is working its way through 
Congress?

A. The main attribute is it 
about doubles the spending rate 
on infrastructure for the next 
five years — a total of about a 
trillion dollars. And it includes 
things that we think are vital to 
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Union Pacific CEO sees strong economy coming out of pandemic
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Call it a 60-year-old invest-
ment made good.

William F. “Buffalo Bill” 
Cody’s Scout’s Rest Ranch, 
already a Nebraska state 
park and National Register 
of Historic Places property, 
unveiled Saturday its new-
est bronze plaque honoring 
its new status as a National 
Historic Landmark.

It being a Nebraska football 
Saturday — with ancient ri-
val Oklahoma as the opponent 
— only a couple dozen people 
attended the afternoon cere-
mony celebrating the latest 
recognition of Cody’s 1886-1911 
ranch.
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Bob Hanover, assistant division administrator with the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, simulates burning 
William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody’s peace-pipe-shaped brand (visible 
on the podium at left) into the wooden mount for the U.S. National 
Park Service’s bronze National Historic Landmark marker.

Buffalo Bill Ranch unveils plaque honoring  
National Historic Landmark designation

Landmark celebration
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