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Lincoln Co. commissioners pick new treasurer

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The Lincoln County com-
missioners have appointed 
Alex Gurciullo to finish out 
the county treasurer term that 
ends in January 2023.

At a special meeting Monday 
afternoon, the board conduct-
ed a difficult open interview 
process of three candidates. 

Chawna Treat and current 
Deputy County Treasurer 
Sheri Newton were the other 
two applicants interviewed.

All four commissioners 
present — Bill Henry was ab-
sent — said the decision was 
a difficult one with three 
well-qualified candidates.

“This is not a vote against 
one of them,” Commissioner 
Joe Hewgley said after 

Gurciullo was nominated by 
Chris Bruns. “This is really 
difficult to balance what we 
have to do from here with the 
open meetings law, and it’s 
hard on all of us.”

Chairman Kent Weems said 
all three were good candidates.

“We have to weigh the bal-
ance between experience and 
formal training,” Weems said.

Newton has the experience 
of working in the treasur-
er’s office as deputy treasurer 
since May 2018. 

Treat has worked for the city 
of North Platte for 20 years and 

currently pro-
cesses all the 
invoices for the 
city. That en-
compasses nine 
departments 
and 400 to 500 
invoices every 
two weeks. She 
also balanced 
nine checking 
accounts.

Gurciullo has a degree 
in business administration 
and accounting from the 
University of Nebraska at 
Kearney, as well as four years 

of audit experience. She works 
for Manning and Associates in 
Geneva.

“I have three tax seasons un-
der my belt,” Gurciullo said, 
“and am familiar with the tax 
laws.”

Gurciullo is working toward 
her public accountant certifi-
cation, having completed one 
of four required exams.

“I am definitely overjoyed,” 
Gurciullo said of the appoint-
ment. “Whenever you want 
something, you fight for it, you 
go get it and you do get it, it’s a 

Maxwell grad Gurciullo named 
after interviews with 3 finalists

Alex
Gurciullo
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Half a dozen key figures in the $400,000 Community Build Playground project at North Platte’s 
Centennial Park dispose of their shovel loads during Monday morning’s formal groundbreaking cer-
emony. From left are Eric Seacrest, executive director of the Mid-Nebraska Community Foundation; 
project co-coordinators Emily Wurl and Tauni Morris; Mayor Brandon Kelliher; city Parks Director Lyle 
Minshull; and city Public Works Director Layne Groseth.

A step closer to goal
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

The supplies were piled and the foundation 
work already begun Monday morning as city of-
ficials and leaders of North Platte’s Community 
Build Playground officially turned the first 
shovels of earth.

Local residents can join them starting 
Wednesday when volunteers start five to sev-
en days of assembly of the privately funded 
$400,000 playground replacement on Centennial 
Park’s southeast side.

“This is an example of our community com-
ing together to make something that — let’s be 
honest — will be really cool when it’s done,” 
Mayor Brandon Kelliher said in brief ground-
breaking remarks.

About 25 people gathered Monday to celebrate 
the project’s fundraising success just 11 months af-
ter the City Council gave its blessing to the effort.

“We had hopes, but we didn’t know” whether 
installation could happen this fall, said Tauni 
Morris, project co-coordinator with fellow 
North Platte resident Emily Wurl.

“It was a weird climate with the COVID sit-
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Piles of supplies line the boundaries of the 
Community Build Playground to be installed 
this week on the southeast side of North Platte’s 
Centennial Park. Earth-moving equipment had 
broken up the playground’s future site before 
Monday morning’s groundbreaking ceremony. Please see START, Page A2

Head NPPS 
admin will 
retire at end 
of school year

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

After 38 years in education and seven years as 
North Platte Public Schools su-
perintendent, Ron Hanson will 
retire at the end of the 2021-22 
school year.

Hanson announced his re-
tirement at Monday’s Board of 
Education meeting. He said he 
was making the announcement 
early to give the board time for its 
superintendent search.  

“You have a career goal, you 
start as a teacher and someday 
you want to have the greatest 
impact that you can,” Hanson said. “As a super-
intendent, you impact every child’s life in the 

Ceremony marks official start of playground construction

Rural senators’ 
bill would add 
50th lawmaker 
to Legislature

By MARTHA STODDARD
Omaha World-Herald

LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers launched 
a special legislative session on redistricting 
Monday with a trio of rural senators proposing 
to increase the size of the State Legislature.

State Sen. Mark Kolterman of Seward, along 

Superintendent Ron Hanson 
cites health as part of reason
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