
The event was hosted by
Families First Partnership
and Mid-Plains Communi-
ty College, where the simu-
lation was conducted.

The purpose of the inter-
active simulation was to in-
troduce community mem-
bers and leaders to the dif-
ficulties some families face
every day. The volunteers
participated as simulated
families who were given
various scenarios to resolve
in a certain time frame.
Food, utilities, housing,
mortgage payments and
other basic needs were used
to demonstrate the process

real families go through in
order to survive.

“I will expose you to
the different challenges
that individuals living in
low-income and poverty
situations today face,” Jen-
nings said. “Then we will
explore some solutions to
this epidemic.”

Sam Golson, coordinator
at Supportive Services for
Veteran Families, said he
understood the situations
presented to his group.

“I grew up actually re-
ally poor, but I’ve never
done one of these scenari-
os before,” Golson said. “It
brought back memories of
the struggle. It’s the fact
that no matter how much
as you think everybody’s

on your side, you’re really
on your own. You’ve got to
figure it out.”

In Golson’s family sce-
nario, several issues had
to be resolved.

“I had a car that didn’t
run, I had a job that bare-
ly paid me anything, my
girlfriend had a 1-year-old,
no father in the picture, no
child support, we were on
EBT (Electronic Benefits
Transfer) and we couldn’t
get into the EBT office,”
Golson said. “My car’s title
was pawned, so I was losing
my car, and the pawn shop
wouldn’t take my stuff.”

He said in his scenario,
they went two weeks with-
out getting a paycheck
because they couldn’t get
to the bank in time with
their allotted bus passes.

Jennifer Havlovick with
Guardian Light Family Ser-
vices in North Platte played
the role of a pawn broker.

“This was a great oppor-

tunity to recognize your
own hidden beliefs regard-
ing individuals in poverty,”
Havlovick said. “Emotions
in the room from the par-
ticipants being challenged
by barriers (came out) and
you can see that it brought
up frustration for some and
hopelessness for others in
the participants.”

This was Havlov-
ick’s second time going
through the simulation.

“So it was interesting
how the empathy I feel on a
day-to-day basis because of
the work I do easily can be-
come jaded and hardened
when people come to your
door wanting more and
more,” Havlovick said. “As
providers, I think it’s im-
portant that we’re check-
ing our emotions on a reg-
ular basis and keeping that
empathy open.”

Melissa Robinson said
she experienced frustration.

“I think it was really

frustrating because I knew
the resources that were out
there,” Robinson said. “We
had money to pay our mort-
gage, but the line was so
long that the time ran out,
so we were evicted while
we were standing in line.”

Planning week to week
is just something she said
she was not used to, so in
hindsight, she would do it
differently.

“Once you get behind,
you just can’t get out of the

hole,” Robinson said. “It
kind of made it realistic
of what people go through,
but I think that it’s so hard
to be totally in the shoes of
someone in poverty when
you haven’t grown up
in poverty because your
mindset is different.”

Jennings asked the
group to stay in character
as they worked their way
through the exercise.

“I want you to remember
throughout this whole day
that poverty is not a game,”
Jennings said. “It’s not a
game for the 39.7 million
U.S. citizens whose lifestyle
you will assume today.

“Last year 220,000 Nebras-
kans reported income under
the poverty level,” Jennings
added. “Poverty is multidi-
mensional and there are so
many reasons that poverty
exists,” including food, poor
housing, unemployment,
chronic health conditions
and psychological distress.

Along with the volun-
teers who represented fam-
ilies living in poverty, vol-
unteers represented agen-
cies such as food banks,
check cashing businesses,
banks, health care workers
and law enforcement.
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February till now, spending
$5,300, which included the price
of the bus. Paulsen said this was
cheaper than buying an RV or a
camper and an expensive truck
to pull it.

Paulsen said that Jepsen’s
help was instrumental in con-
struction of the RV.

“He is family and knows that
he can take the bus any time he
wants,” Paulsen said of Jepsen,
who was on the motorcycle trip
where Paulsen’s wife died.

One of the first things Paulsen
did was paint the bus green. The
bus could not be school bus yel-
low if used as an RV, and green
was the color of the motorcycle
his wife had cherished.

When Paulsen gutted every-
thing in the bus, he reminded
himself he could make mistakes.

“If I mess something up, who
cares — it is a school bus,”

Paulsen said
Turning a school bus into a

RV has become a trend. Paulsen
said he got help from a commu-
nity online and social media
groups of other people who had
converted school buses into RVs.

“Any time I have had a ques-
tion, I had an answer within 20
minutes,” Paulsen said.

Paulsen said he was impressed
with the space available to him
when he gutted out the seats. He
took that room and made a living
room, kitchen with a functional
stove, bathroom and bedroom.

The bathroom is still a work
in process, an example of what
Paulsen said will always be an
ongoing project as he thinks of
additions.

The bus has a wooden ceiling,
a couple of sofas and a stovetop
where Paulsen says he can cook
chili, among other things, while
he is camping. Paulsen said that
everything he used was either
given to him by friends who
had leftover materials or was

bought at Menards.
Paulsen said the construction

has to be creative because of the
small space — like storing a wa-
ter tank under his bed.

“You have to think outside of
the box when you are working
with a bus,” Paulsen said.

The bus has two water tanks
and a water heater so he can run
hot or cold water at any time,
even when the RV isn’t hooked
up to water at a campsite.

A couple of quirks make
Paulsen’s bus unique.

One is a white line all around
the outside that he wants to fill
up with bumper stickers, license
plates or other souvenirs from
each destination, eventually go-
ing all the way around the bus.

The bus also has a name —
Himlen, which draws from
Paulsen’s memory of a sign in his
house when he was a kid. “Him-
len” is Swedish for “heaven.”

“This bus is like heaven that
you can take everywhere,”
Paulsen said.
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Lars Paulsen stands beside Himlen — when it was still a school-
bus — in February. It took four months to gut the bus and transition
it into a working recreational vehicle.

Both commissioners
and their relatives “have
significant and personal
stakes” in whether project
developer BSH Kilgore re-
ceives a county condition-
al use permit, the lawsuit
says.

If District Judge Mark
Kozisek grants the injunc-
tion, the three-member
County Board would lack
a two-member majority to
vote on the permit.

The judge will hear the
matter at 2 p.m. Monday
at the Holt County Court-
house in O’Neill, where
Kozisek has his office.

The federal suit, filed
in U.S. District Court in
Denver, says Fish and
Wildlife ignored its own
field biologists’ findings
in approving an “inciden-
tal take permit” affecting
endangered American
burying beetles along NP-
PD’s 345-kilovolt R-Project
route.

The agency, the suit
continues, brushed aside
potential impacts on his-
toric sites and dismissed
threats to endangered
whooping cranes and oth-
er birds posed by both the
power line and the wind
farms it would enable.

It restated opponents’
belief that “there are rea-
sonable alternatives to the
R-Project that would have
far less dire impacts on
the exceptional environ-
mental, historic and cul-
tural values of the Sand-
hills.”

Fish and Wildlife lead-
ers, “under pressure from
NPPD, have refused to
engage in a meaningful
analysis and comparison
of such alternatives, in-
stead deferring to NPPD’s
unsubstantiated asser-
tion that any option other
than NPPD’s preferred
approach and route would
be impracticable,” the suit
continued.

U.S. District Judge Rob-
ert E. Blackburn will pre-
side over the federal suit,
filed by the Oregon-Cali-
fornia Trails Association,
the Western Nebraska Re-
sources Council and the
Hanging H and Whitetail
Farms ranches between
Paxton and Sutherland.

The two adjoining
ranches say the R-Proj-
ect line will cross their
properties, “permanently
destroying the current
viewshed” and “negative-
ly impacting its use by
migratory waterfowl and
other wildlife.”

Both legal challenges
arise from a decadelong
effort to either encourage
or limit wind-farm de-
velopment — depending
on one’s point of view —
in the windy but fragile
Sandhills.

Cherry County Wind
LLC, formed by 70 coun-
ty landowners in 2012,
has promoted both the
19-turbine Kilgore project
— reduced from an orig-
inal 30-turbine plan —
and a wind farm of about
150 turbines in south-
east Cherry County near
Thedford.

Leaders of that group

say they organized to
limit wind farms in their
county to sites sturdy
enough to handle the
heavy turbines. BSH Kil-
gore is part of Bluestem
Sandhills, a joint venture
of Omaha-based Bluestem
Energy Solutions and
Sandhills Wind Energy of
Valentine.

Local and regional foes
dispute Cherry County
Wind’s stated motivations
and say the region’s del-
icate ecological balance
is in peril if wind farms
spread west from their
closest footholds in Brown
and Custer counties.

The BSH Kilgore proj-
ect, which would link to
an existing power line,
was rejected by Cherry
County commissioners in
2016 but resubmitted June
4 with 19 turbines instead
of 30.

The county’s Planning
Commission voted 4-3
that day to recommend
the scaled-back project to
the County Board. But at
its next meeting July 2,
the panel voted 8-0 to rec-
ommend a moratorium on
future wind and solar-en-
ergy projects.

DeNaeyer and Storer
have refused to declare
conflicts of interest, the
injunction request says,
even though DeNaeyer’s
wife, Bree, and Storer’s
brother Todd Adamson
are both Cherry County
Wind board members.

Seven other members
of Storer’s family are part
of Cherry County Wind’s
membership, and Bree De-
Naeyer told a Unicameral

committee in 2017 that
group members expect to
share in wind-farm prof-
its, the complaint says.

Allowing DeNaeyer
and Storer to vote on the
project “would be im-
proper, unlawful, create
the appearance of impro-
priety, jeopardize the in-
dependence, fairness, in-
tegrity and impartiality
of the (County) Board and
result in a determination
that is tainted and void,”
it adds.

Some wind-energy oppo-
nents believe blocking the
R-Project would in turn
thwart Cherry County
Wind’s would-be southern
wind farm, which could
deliver electricity to an
expanded NPPD substa-
tion near Thedford.

NPPD expects construc-
tion to start this fall on the
$417 million power line. It
would start at the Gerald
Gentleman Station near
Sutherland, head general-
ly north to Thedford and
run east from there to
meet existing NPPD lines
near Clearwater.

The utility’s leaders
have regularly cited im-
proved power reliability
— not wind energy — as
the main reason for the
225-mile-long transmis-
sion line.

Foes in turn cite state-
ments by the multistate
Southwest Power Pool,
to which NPPD belongs,
that the R-Project would
facilitate additional wind
farms.

After issuing a draft
“environmental impact
statement” in 2017, Fish

and Wildlife’s Nebraska
office held a July 2018 pub-
lic hearing in North Platte
on whether the R-Project
would hurt migratory
bird populations and dis-
rupt historical and cultur-
al sites.

The federal lawsuit
claims Fish and Wild-
life wrongly cleared the
R-Project despite a Sept.
10 analysis by Eliza Hines,
the agency’s Nebraska
field supervisor, that 40
to 84 whooping cranes
could be killed over 50
years by colliding with
the power lines. About 500
cranes currently migrate
through Nebraska each
year.

Hines’ analysis was aid-
ed by a team including
Fish and Wildlife biologist
Robert Harms, the suit
says. Harms and Hines
conducted the North
Platte hearing, at which
some 100 Sandhills and
Platte Valley residents
strenuously opposed the
R-Project.

But in granting the en-
vironmental permit last
month, Fish and Wildlife
declined to expand its
scope beyond American
burying beetles likely
to be killed or disrupted
during construction.

To help mitigate those
losses, NPPD is buying
a 600-acre site in Blaine
County to develop as a
substitute habitat. The
utility says it will apply to
expand its permit to miti-
gate whooping-crane loss-
es should the R-Project
impact their populations.

But the new lawsuit

contends that additional
Sandhills wind farms are
“a predictable, intended
result of the project itself,”
requiring Fish and Wild-
life to examine how they
would impact whooping
cranes, burying beetles,
“other wildlife species
and historic and cultural
resources.”

Historic sites affected
by the R-Project route in-
clude a Native American
archaeological site in Lin-
coln County’s Birdwood
Creek valley and the Or-
egon-California and Mor-
mon trails north of the
terminus at Gerald Gen-
tleman.

NPPD has said it will
work to protect the trails’
physical footprints as
much as possible. But the
utility has rejected calls
to lessen the R-Project’s
impact on the migrant
trails by using existing
power lines’ rights-of-way
east and north of North
Platte.

Such a rerouting would
add nearly 18 miles to the
line and cost more time
and an extra $30 million,
the final environmental
impact statement said.

The opponents’ lawsuit
says Fish and Wildlife
hasn’t shown how a longer
route would be “imprac-
ticable or infeasible.” It
adds that NPPD would pay
only 7 percent of the final
construction cost, with
the Southwest Power Pool
covering the rest.
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Nebraska poverty quick facts
» 19.5% of children younger than 18 live in poverty.
» 8% of seniors live in poverty.
» 15.6% of women live in poverty.
» 6% of children in a single family home live in
poverty.
» 10.8% of families live in poverty.
Source: Euwanda Jennings, University of Nebraska
Extension educator for Douglas-Sarpy counties
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