
By MATT PEARCE
Los Angeles Times

Imagine this scenario: It’s been weeks
since Election Day, and in one state, it’s
not clear which presidential candidate
won.

In an initial count, the Democrat
won by roughly 100 votes. Then an au-
dit found a counting error that put the
Republican ahead. Officials launch a
recount, but it’s not finished by the
December deadline for the Electoral

By CHRIS BURBACH
The Omaha World-Herald

If you are getting ready to return your
early ballot, step away from the mailbox.

Do not send it in by mail, because it may
not arrive in time for your vote to be count-
ed, election commissioners in Douglas and
Sarpy Counties are advising.

Instead, Nebraska voters who have early
ballots should put them in an official elec-
tion commission drop box or deliver them
in person to their county election commis-
sion office.

“This is extremely important: Do not
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Windows were broken at the Brandeis building in downtown
Omaha on May 31 after police and protesters clashed for a sec-
ond night in Omaha.

By PAUL HAMMEL
The Omaha World-Herald

LINCOLN — State senators
from Gordon and Gretna plan
to introduce a bill designed
to crack down on violent pro-
tests and increase penalties for
assaulting law enforcement of-
ficials.

The Nebraska measure
would be similar to one pro-
posed by Florida’s governor.

State Sen. Tom Brewer of
Gordon said Wednesday he

was shocked when he saw the
burned buildings and broken
windows in Lincoln after pro-
tests turned destructive in
May.

Under his proposed “Law
Enforcement Protection Act,”
criminal penalties would be
increased for obstruction of
a roadway, “mob violence”
against law enforcement of-
ficers and causing property
damage when six or more peo-
ple assemble. There are also

provisions to prevent “defund-
ing” police agencies.

“It just seemed like there
was a need to give law en-
forcement a more protected
environment. We need to
have deterrents for riots,”
said Brewer, who had family
members called up with the
National Guard during distur-
bances in Omaha and Lincoln.
Brewer also has a brother who
serves as sheriff in Sheridan
County.

Brewer, along with Gretna
Sen. Andrew LaGrone, joined
U.S. Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb.,
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State senators to introduce bill they
say will cut down on violent protests
Sen. Brewer 1 of 2 sponsors of legislation
with higher penalties for ‘mob violence’
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What if a
state can’t
agree on a
winner?
During a disputed
election, solution can
be legally complex
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This graph shows the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in West Central District Health Department’s
jurisdiction, by the day the person was tested, over the last three months.

By SUSAN SZUCH
susan.szuch@nptelegraph.com

At the beginning of October,
the West Central District
Health Department’s area had
29 active cases.

As of Oct. 27, there were
543 active COVID-19 cases —
meaning in less than a month,
there was a 1,772% increase in
active cases.

At Wednesday’s Public
Health Command Center uni-
fied press conference, Shannon
Vanderheiden, executive di-
rector at WCDHD, expressed
concern at these numbers and
what they mean for the com-
munities in the six counties
the health department serves.

“We’re seeing a community
decline in individual own-
ership of activities such as
limiting gatherings, keeping
social distance and wearing fa-
cial coverings,” Vanderheiden
said. “This lack of a cohe-
sive approach for all has

Officials urge people
to use caution as
virus cases surge

‘Wear a mask’
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Source: West Central District Health Department

This graph shows the number of active cases reported per day in the
month of October so far.

NPPS may not go remote if dial goes red
Telegraph staff reports

If the local COVID-19 risk dial
shifts into red — severe risk of
COVID-19 spread — North Platte
Public Schools may not revert

to remote learning as previous-
ly indicated, Superintendent Ron
Hanson announced Wednesday.

“Our primary objectives are to

Please see NPPS, Page A2
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