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Monday’s opening debate on North
Platte state Sen. Mike Groene’s student
discipline bill amounted to a legislative
floor preview of skirmishes to come.

The three-hour discussion ended with-
out a vote to kill, rewrite or advance Leg-
islative Bill 147, part of Groene’s four-year-
long effort to better define what school
employees can and cannot do to control
unruly students.

But that result was expected, Groene
told The Telegraph later Monday, under
his plan to revise LB 147 as part of an
evolving set of new and old bills to improve

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The North Platte Public Schools Board
of Education decided to drop the public
comment period during the January meet-
ings going forward.

Outgoing board President Mike Morrell
said the decision was made because of the
annual reconfiguration of the board that
takes place each January. At that time,
the board elects its officers — president,
vice-president and secretary.
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By JESSICA WADE
BH News Service

Nebraskans dealt with 74
phone service outages last year,
affecting thousands of people,
and, in a few cases, limiting
their access to 911.

Those affected were unable to
place or receive phone calls, and

in some cases both cellular and
landline services were affected.

At least four of the outages re-
sulted in 911 services being lim-
ited or down for several hours at
a time, according to outage re-
ports from the Nebraska Public
Service Commission.

The outages, which occurred

between Jan. 1 and Dec. 16, were
caused by a range of problems,
including, in one reported case,
gopher damage. Spring flood-
ing was the cause in a number
of cases, but the most common
cause was accidentally cut ca-
bles, according to the outage re-
cords.

Whatever the cause, the Pub-
lic Service Commission is not
required to investigate the ser-
vice providers that experience
outages. “That’s a problem,” ac-

cording to Public Service Com-
missioner Crystal Rhoades.

The Public Service Commis-
sion is an elected body that,
among other things, regulates
telephone companies.

Rhoades has urged the com-
mission to open an investiga-
tion into “preventable outages”
caused by CenturyLink con-
tractors. The company report-
ed 41 of the 74 phone outages in
2019.

Rhoades said that when out-

ages limit access to 911, “lives
are at risk.”

“People are going to die soon-
er or later, and I think that’s a
shame,” Rhoades said. “We can
solve these problems.”

She pointed out that the com-
mission investigated a Kimball
County outage on Dec. 4 that
lasted for more than 11 hours.
It was investigated by the com-
mission at the request of the

74 phone outages in Nebraska in 2019 spark call for investigation
‘Lives are at risk’: Public Service
commissioner pushes for investigation
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School board
January meetings
won’t include
public comment
President: Goal to streamline
meetings; people hoped to
speak about reconfiguration
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Cast and crew members of Minden High School’s one-act play “The Coffee Pot Is On” view one of the actu-
al coffee pots used at North Platte’s World War II Canteen Sunday at the Lincoln County Historical Museum.
The 47-member cast and crew later presented their Class B runner-up show, written by Minden one-act di-
rector Jeffrey Horner, at North Platte’s downtown Fox Theatre.
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Rae Wilson (Peyton Schoone, front center in white), Vera Winters
(Maylee Kamery, standing) and other World War II Canteen volunteers
comfort a distraught Elaine Wright (Anais Sowles) during Minden High
School’s Sunday production of its original one-act play “The Coffee Pot
Is On” at North Platte’s Fox Theatre. Wright was working at the Canteen
when she was informed of the death of son George Wright, a 1940 North
Platte High School graduate, when his plane was shot down over Na-
zi-occupied France on Oct. 21, 1942.

Groene bill
begins what
could be a
winding road
His student discipline
proposal sees initial
discussion in Legislature

Canteen’s latest ambassadors
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Just four months ago, the
four dozen members of Minden
High School’s one-act play cast
learned they’d be telling the sto-
ry of North Platte’s World War
II Canteen.

Their first response: “What is
that?”

They know now. And after
Sunday, when their journey
ended with a roaring standing
ovation at North Platte’s his-
toric Fox Theatre, they know
firsthand what the Canteen still
means to the people of its home
base.

More than 600 people watched
director and show writer Jef-
frey Horner’s cast present their
Class B runner-up show “The
Coffee Pot Is On” two blocks
south of where the Canteen sto-
ry took place.

The students’ passion for
their region’s 1941-46 tale of

Minden students bring ‘The Coffee Pot Is On’ to North Platte
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