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n ANOTHER CHANCE  As Iowa fights for the Big Ten West,  
Nebraska has another shot at a big win. SPORTS, PAGE B1

$2.00
Mostly sunny and mild today, then 
partly cloudy in the evening. Find our 
full five-day forecast on page B4.

HIGH: 65  LOW: 34 Thank you for reading 
Today’s Telegraph.
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GPH allows 
visitors for 
COVID-19 
patients

Shop Small 
Saturday focus 
of Passport

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Thirty-nine local businesses are taking part 
in the Shop Small North Platte Passport that 
encourages people to look locally for their hol-
iday shopping Saturday. 

The program, part of the national Small 
Business Saturday, is back after being put on 
hiatus in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“It’s grown every year in terms of either 
stores participating or the number of passports 
that have been turned in,” said Cassie Condon, 
the vice president of economic development for 
North Platte Area Chamber & Development 
Corp. 

39 businesses participating 
in NP Chamber program

Eduardo Munoz Alvarez / The Associated {Press

Baby Yoda, also known as the Grogu balloon, floats along Sixth 
Avenure during the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade Thursdayin 
New York.

By TED SHAFFREY  

and JENNIFER PELTZ
The Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Giant 
balloons once again wafted 
through miles of Manhattan, 
wrangled by costumed han-
dlers. High school and college 
marching bands from around 
the country were back, and so 
were the crowds at the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade.

After being crimped by the 
coronavirus pandemic last 
year, the holiday tradition 
returned in full Thursday, 
though with precautions.

“It really made 

Thanksgiving feel very fes-
tive and full of life,” Sierra 
Guardiola, a 23-year-old inte-
rior design firm assistant, said 
after watching the spectacle in 
a turkey-shaped hat.

Thousands of marchers, 
hundreds of clowns, dozens of 
balloons and floats — and, of 
course, Santa Claus — marked 
the latest U.S. holiday event to 
make a comeback as vaccines, 
familiarity and sheer frustra-
tion made officials and some 
of the public more comfortable 
with big gatherings amid the 
ongoing pandemic.

To President Joe Biden, the 
parade’s full-fledged return 

was a sign of renewal, and he 
called NBC broadcaster Al 
Roker on-air to say so.

“After two years, we’re back. 
America is back. There’s noth-
ing we’re unable to overcome,” 
Biden said over the phone from 
Nantucket, Massachusetts, 
where he was watching the 
broadcast with his family.

Still, safety measures con-
tinued. Parade staffers and 
volunteers had to be vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 and wear 
masks, though some singers 
and performers were allowed 
to shed them. There was no 

Telegraph staff reports

Great Plains Health has updated its visitor 
policy to safely allow more accommodations, 
the hospital announced Wednesday.

Most notably, the new policy allows hospital-
ized COVID-19 patients to receive two visitors 
daily from 9 to 11 a.m. These visitors will be re-
quired to wear personal protective equipment. 
Once visitors exit the patient’s room, they will 
be unable to enter the room again until the fol-
lowing day.

“After careful evaluation, we’ve updated our 
policy to reflect what we know about the virus 
and our ability to safely contain the spread of 
COVID-19,” Tina Pate, chief nursing officer, said 
in a press release. “Our policy is now comparable 

Up to 2 people can visit 
with personal protective 
equipment each day

Please see SHOP, Page A2

Please see GPH, Page A2

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Families gathered early to 
celebrate Thanksgiving at the 
Turkey Trot 5K and Family 
Mile.

Participants came all the 
way from Minnesota and 
Colorado to enjoy the crisp 
16-degree temperatures. The 
sky was blue and the sun 
shining, making the morning 
a great day for running.

The event has not been held 
in person since 2018. The 2019 
race was cancelled because of 
weather, and the 2020 because 
of COVID-19.

Many participants dressed 
up in costumes including the 
Booth family from Denver 
— Cara, Noah, Ali and Dave — 
who were in town for a visit.

“My mom lives here 
now so we came down for 
Thanksgiving to visit my 
mom,” Dave said. “All of us 
other than Ali have been 
runners at some point in our 
lives. I don’t run anymore, 

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

The Booth family from Denver, Colorado, decided to partici-
pate in the annual Turkey Trot while in town visiting their family. 
From left, Cara, Noah, Ali and Dave dressed up in the appropriate 
costumes for Thanksgiving Day.

Trotting with turkeys

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Runners make the turn from Leota onto Buffalo Bill at the annual Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot 5K 
and Family Mile on Thursday morning.

Families gather for run to begin Thanksgiving

Please see RUN, Page A2

Macy’s Thanksgiving parade returns 
to New York, with all the trimmings

Please see MACY’S, Page A2
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