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n GOAL REACHED    
Museum receives final dona-
tion in matching challenge  
for Japanese American exhibit. 
LOCAL, PAGE A3

$2.00
A passing afternoon shower today, then 
mostly cloudy in the evening. Find our 
full five-day forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 57  LOW: 30 Thank you for reading 
Today’s Telegraph.
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OpenSky 
rebuts pair 
of tax plans

Jury finds Allen guilty

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Two proposed cures to Nebraska’s tax prob-
lems risk outcomes rural Nebraskans might 
not like, staffers of a Lincoln public policy re-
search group said Wednesday in North Platte.

Leaders of the OpenSky Policy Institute 
offered rebuttals to a Blueprint Nebraska pro-
posal and state Sen. Steve Erdman’s would-be 
“consumption tax” outlined Sept. 8 at North 
Platte Community College’s South Campus.

Eastern Nebraska likely would benefit most 
from Blueprint Nebraska’s plan to cut income 
taxes, end county inheritance taxes, abol-
ish most sales tax exemptions and further 
boost state-funded property tax relief, said 
OpenSky senior fiscal analyst Craig Beck.

If the Legislature should pass the tax cuts 
but balk at broadening the sales tax base, both 
basic government services and further tax re-
lief could suffer, he said at an early morning 
meeting at NPCC’s South Campus.

“There have been three or four (tax) pack-
ages over the last few years that have sought 
to broaden the sales tax base,” Beck said. But 
“there’s a lot of opposition to this.”

Besides the fact that it’s untested, he add-
ed, Erdman’s consumption tax would largely 
transfer control of local government revenues 
to the state as currently outlined.

The Bayard lawmaker’s proposed consti-
tutional amendment (Legislative Resolution 
11CA) would outlaw all current state and lo-
cal taxes, except for excise taxes, and replace 
them with a consumption tax on newly pur-
chased goods and services. It failed to win 
first-round approval last spring.

Legislative Bill 133, the amendment’s com-
panion bill, would require school districts to 
go through their educational service unit, the 
Nebraska Department of Education and ul-
timately the Legislature for all funding for 
their annual budgets.

Counties, cities and villages could impose 
their own local consumption taxes with voter 
approval under LB 133.

Otherwise, all local governments oth-
er than K-12 schools would have to get their 
funding from the Legislature through county 
boards. That would include community col-
leges under LB 133, though natural resources 
districts aren’t mentioned in that bill.

“The point is there’s a lot of questions,” 
said Beck, who gave a similar presentation 

45-year-old convicted of 1st-degree murder

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

A Lincoln County jury 
needed less than four hours 
Wednesday to convict Keith L. 
Allen of first-degree murder.  

Allen closed his eyes and 
bowed his head as the verdict 
was read in a district court-
room just after 4 p.m.

The 45-year-old also was 
convicted of use of a weap-
on to commit a felony in the 
shooting death of Brett Torres 
outside Allen’s home on the 100 
block of North Chestnut Street 
on May 22, 2020.

Jury members had also been 
presented options to find Allen 
guilty of second-degree mur-
der or manslaughter, or not 
guilty by reason of self-de-
fense.
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A series of flags located just inside the entrance of Cody Park show the effect of 
winds that blew at a consistent 35 miles per hour on Wednesday afternoon. A gust 
of 69 mph was recorded four miles north of North Platte, according to the National 
Weather Service. With it came lower temperatures, as forecast lows Thursday morn-
ing prompted the NWS to issue a freeze warning.

Wind blows in lower temperatures

Fiscal analyst says eastern 
Nebraska more likely to 
benefit from proposals
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Family members pray just after noon Wednesday in the alley where 25-year-old Brett Torres was shot 
to death on May 22, 2020. 
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Keith L. Allen, left, bows his head after a jury returned a guilty 
verdict on charges of first-degree murder and use of a weapon to 
commit a felony on Wednesday afternoon in Lincoln County District 
Court. Please see ALLEN, Page A2

Please see TAX, Page A2

Social Security COLA 
increase is highest in decades
By SUSAN TOMPOR
Detroit Free Press

Retirees and disabled people who 
are receiving Social Security bene-
fits will get a 5.9% boost in benefits, 
thanks to a spike in inflation.

It’s good news for those on 
stretched budgets and must live on 
a limited income. But many remain 
concerned about how much they’re 
being hit by rapidly rising prices for 
many items, including food, housing 
and drugs.

The 2022 COLA, or cost-of-living 
adjustment, will add roughly $92 a 
month to an average retirement ben-
efit of $1,565 a month, according to 
some estimates.

The Social Security Administration 
announced Wednesday that the 5.9% 
adjustmentwill be paid to more than 64 
million Social Security beneficiaries 
in January. And increased payments 
will be made to about 8 million dis-
abled people receiving Supplemental 
Security Income or SSI on Dec. 30.

Some people receive both Social 

Security and SSI benefits.
Higher income workers will pay 

more money toward Social Security 
benefits, too, next year. The maximum 
amount of earnings that are subject to 
the Social Security tax will increase to 
$147,000 from $142,800.

Mary Johnson, Social Security 
and Medicare policy analyst for The 
Senior Citizens League, said in a state-
ment Wednesday that the upcoming 
increase is the largest inflation adjust-
ment that most beneficiaries living 
today have ever seen.

“But a high COLA means excep-
tionally high inflation is impacting 
consumers,” Johnson said.

The Senior Citizens League said it 
has received more than 200 emails 
over the past month from many re-
tired and disabled individuals who 
live on limited incomes and say that 
higher prices are seriously hurting 
their budgets.

Many retirees aren’t going to be 
flush with extra cash here. We’ll hear 

Please see COLA, Page A2
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