
$2.00
Sunny today, then clear in the eve-
ning. Find our full five-day forecast
on page B8.

HIGH: 64 LOW: 28 Thank you for reading

Today’s Telegraph.Pick5: 7-23-26-27-30
2-by-2: R 7-10, W 21-24
Powerball:
Next drawing Saturday

LOTTERYtEntertainment.....A9
Comics ...............B5
Classifieds...... B6-7
Weather ..............B8

Opinion...............A4
Record................A5
Business.............A8

INSIDEt

Brady wins rivalry
showdown over

Maxwell.
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n ICE RAID Workers at a Madison mulch facility were arrested for
suspected immigration violations Wednesday. LOCAL, PAGE A3

Nebraskaland Days named Outstanding Event

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Nebraskaland Days, the of-
ficial state celebration hosted
by North Platte since 1968, re-
ceived one of the top awards at
the annual Nebraska Tourism
Conference banquet Wednesday
night.

The 11-day annual event,
which drew nearly 100,000 peo-
ple to June’s 2019 edition, won
the Outstanding Event Award
for cities with populations of
10,000 or more.

Executive Director David
Fudge, who accepted the award,
said Nebraskaland Days has
been nominated a couple of
times during the past decade.

“There’s so many great events
in our state. You never go into
these events expecting to win,”
he said Thursday morning.
“That we received this at home
is very special.”

Five other awards were hand-
ed out during the banquet at the
Sandhills Convention Center
at Ramada by Wyndham. The
three-day annual tourism con-

ference wrapped up Thursday.
Nebraskaland Days’ award

citation noted the annual Buf-
falo Bill Rodeo and the concert
series, the event’s economic im-
pact of more than $21 million
and its ability to draw visitors
from more than 40 states and
many countries.

“The festival has evolved in
many ways,” the citation said,
noting the Taps and Tunes
event featuring Nebraska-based
beers and whiskeys, the Wild
West Arena kickball tourna-
ment and Carnival Americana’s
debut at the 2019 festival.

The Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission founded Ne-
braskaland Days in Lincoln in
1965, during the runup to the

state’s 1967 centennial.
North Platte prevailed over

the capital city, Ogallala, Val-
entine and McCook when the
commission chose a permanent
host for the annual celebration
in 1966.

Fudge said Nebraskaland
Days is a festival “our commu-
nity takes a lot of pride in hav-
ing.” Even so, he has seen fresh
bursts of enthusiasm in recent
years from the community
groups and volunteers who pow-
er the event.

“The way we look at it, this is
a recognition of all of those ef-
forts,” he said.

Nebraska City’s annual Ap-
plejack Festival won the Out-
standing Event Award for towns

with fewer than 10,000 people at
Wednesday night’s banquet.

Nebraska Tourism’s highest
honor, the Henry Fonda Award,
went to the family of Chris
Kreycik and the late Kenard
Kreycik for their tourism lead-
ership in northeast Nebraska.
Their ranch near Niobrara of-
fered elk and buffalo tours from
1995 to 2018.

Other winners Wednesday
night were:

» Friend of Tourism Award:
Nebraska Life Magazine.

» Outstanding Marketing
Campaign: Visit Omaha, “Meet
Your Match.”

» Outstanding Tourism At-
traction: Lincoln Children’s
Zoo.

Science behind trees shedding their summer shades State board
forecasts
more money
for budget

LINCOLN (AP) — Nebraska will get an ex-
tra $266 million in tax revenue for the state
budget between now and June 2021, based
on new Thursday estimates that could give
lawmakers more wiggle room to pay for
state government services and cut property
taxes.

Members of the Nebraska Economic
Forecasting Advisory Board cited strong
economic growth in the state’s biggest cit-
ies as they approved the new projections,
even as some voiced concerns about rural
areas.

Overall, “we’re in pretty darn good shape”
with the state budget, said Tom Bergquist,
director of the nonpartisan Legislative Fis-
cal Office.

The new forecast sets the stage for a new
debate over how to use the money after sev-
eral tight budget years that prompted law-
makers and Gov. Pete Ricketts to curb state
spending growth.

Under state law, about $161 million of the
new incoming money will flow automatical-
ly into the state’s cash reserve fund, which
is designed for emergencies and one-time
expenses. That will leave lawmakers and
Ricketts with about $102 million in leftover
money at their disposal in next year’s ses-

Fudge: Getting recognition during
conference ‘at home is very special’

Sales, lodging
taxes show growth
in tourist traffic
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Two measurements of tourist traffic
through North Platte — city sales taxes
and county lodging taxes — pointed
upward during the recently completed
2019 summer season.

The city collected nearly $2.42 million
from its 1.5% sales tax during June,
July and August, according to Nebraska
Department of Revenue figures complet-
ed this week.

Collections grew by 1.2% over the
same three months in 2018, marking the
third straight year of growth during the
peak traveling season for U.S. motor-
ists.

Year-to-year monthly receipts dipped
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You can thank the dwindling
daylight for autumn’s festive garb.

The reds and yellows are mainly
a reaction to the days getting short-
er, said Dennis Adams, a forester
with the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln Extension, in a UNL
article on the phenomenon.

As daylight decreases, so does
the amount of chlorophyll pro-
duced by trees. Chlorophyll is a
green pigment necessary for pho-
tosynthesis, or how plants absorb
energy from light. It’s also not the
only pigment in trees — trees can
also contain carotene (orange),

xanthophyll (yellow) and anthocya-
nins (reds and purples).

In the summer, chlorophyll is
readily replaced as it’s broken down
and nutrients are sent to the trunk;
in the fall, not so much. When that
happens, only yellow pigment re-
mains in the leaves, giving us those
familiar colors. It’s also why the
leaves die and fall off the tree.

Most often, we’ll see yellow and
orange, carotene and xanthophyll.

As for the brillian reds and pur-
ples, they’re often a result of a tree
having more food than it can store,
which causes a reaction with ex-
cess sugar to create anthocyanins,
according to Adams.

State prison adjusts for staff shortages

Fall’s
fiery
forms

By PAUL HAMMEL
BH News Service

LINCOLN — As an emer-
gency lockdown and “staff-
ing emergency” were being
implemented at the state’s
largest prison on Thurs-
day, an official with the
corrections officers’ union
expressed hopes that the
Department of Corrections
will take a look at increas-
ing salaries to address
its high turnover and

staffing shortages.
The union has long com-

plained that the state is
losing prison officers and
corporals to county jails in
Omaha, Lincoln and Sarpy
County because those agen-
cies pay higher starting
wages, require less over-
time, and provide regular
wage increases for years of
service.

“We keep saying that we
have to address this struc-
tural matter — how they’re

paying people. Maybe the
time is right to address that
now,” said Gary Young, the
attorney for the Fraternal
Order of Police Lodge 88,
which represents state cor-
rections officers, corporals
and other security staff.

Thursday morning, staff
at the Nebraska State Pen-
itentiary in Lincoln were
informed via memo that a
“staffing emergency” was
being declared at the pris-
on due to a shortage of staff

and unsafe conditions for
prison workers.

The emergency allows
the prison to launch a tem-
porary, new work schedule
involving 12-hour work
days for security staff as
Corrections and the labor
union work on “long-term
solutions” to high turnover
of new recruits, and re-
cord-high overtime expens-
es by the remaining staff to Please see TAXES, Page A2

Please see BOARD, Page A2

Please see PRISON, Page A2
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