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ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden said Tuesday he was
“surprised” when informed that
his attorneys found government
records at his former office space
in Washington.

He was asked about the issue
after the top Republican on the
House Intelligence Committee
requested that the U.S. intelli-
gence conduct a “damage as-
sessment” of potentially classi-
fied documents.

Speaking to reporters in Mex-
ico City, Biden said his attor-
neys “did what they should have
done” when they immediately
called the National Archives
about the discovery at the offices
of the Penn Biden Center. He
kept an office there after he left
the vice presidency in 2017 until
shortly before he launched his
presidential campaign in 2019.

The White House confirmed
that the Department of Justice
was reviewing “a small number
of documents with classified
markings” found at the office.

“I was briefed about this dis-
covery and surprised to learn
that there are any government
records that were taken there to
that office,” Biden said in his first
comments since news of the Nov.
2 document discovery emerged
Monday.

He added that “I don’t know
what’s in the documents” and
that his lawyers had suggested
he not ask.

Earlier Tuesday, Rep. Mike
Turner sent the request to Di-
rector of National Intelligence
Avril Haines, saying that Biden’s
retention of the documents put
him in “potential violation of
laws protecting national secu-
rity, including the Espionage Act
and Presidential Records Act.”

The revelation that Biden po-
tentially mishandled classified or
presidential records could prove
to be a political headache for the
president, who called former
President Donald Trump’s de-
cision to keep hundreds of such
records at his private club in
Florida “irresponsible. “

“Those entrusted with access
to classified information have a
duty and an obligation to pro-
tect it,” said Turner in a letter to
Haines. “This issue demands a
full and thorough review.”

NICOLE POLLACK
Casper Star-Tribune

Wyoming used to power the
nation.

For 37 years and counting, U.S.
power plants have burned more
coal from Wyoming than from
any other state. The millions of
tons loaded each year onto thou-

sands of trains and distributed to
hundreds of buyers have afforded
Americans steady access to the
many, multiplying conveniences
of modern life.

Lower in toxic sulfur com-
pounds than its East Coast coun-
terpart and possible to mine at an
unmatched scale, Powder River
Basin coal rose between the close
of the 20th century and the dawn
of the 21st as a natural source of
pride, and wealth, for Wyoming.

The big paychecks and good
benefits dispensed by coal mines

supported entire families. Power
plants situated at the mouths of
those mines kept utility bills low.
The mines’ tax dollars built Wy-
oming’s schools and, along with
oil and natural gas companies,
pumped enough revenue into the
state economy that individuals
remained largely off the hook.

“We have so much money
in the state coffers that came
in from energy,” said U.S. Sen.
John Barrasso, R-Wyo. “We’re
committed to make sure those
resources don’t get stranded and

(are) able to be used for the ben-
efit of all the people of the state.
And coal’s a big part of that.”

Almost all of Wyoming’s coal
— over 96% in 2021 — comes
from Campbell County, where
Peabody Energy’s North An-
telope Rochelle Mine and Arch
Resources’ Black Thunder Mine
have competed with each other
for the title of most productive
coal mine in the country. Seven
more Campbell County mines

Demand for coal collapsing
LAUREN MILLER, CASPER STAR-TRIBUNE

A water truck prepares the way for coal trucks at the Eagle Butte Mine seen on May 18 in Gillette, Wyoming.
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Western Nebraska’s two senior
state senators have introduced
bills reflecting several topics ad-
vocated by a variety of conserva-
tive advocates.

District 47 Sen. Steve Erdman
of Bayard Tuesday offered a pair
of bills to carry out the “voter ID”
initiative voters approved Nov.
8 (Legislative Bill 230) but also

require in-person Election Day
voting and greatly restrict early
voting (LB 228).

Erdman, who last week re-
newed his push to replace most
state taxes with a consumption
tax, introduced an unrelated bill
Monday (LB 177) to provide state
funds for students to attend pri-
vate K-12 schools.

Gordon Sen. Tom Brewer and
Erdman Tuesday cosponsored LB
255, which would block Nebras-
ka’s largest electric utilities from
building or acquiring renewable
energy facilities or using eminent
domain to do so.

Brewer Tuesday also reintro-

duced a 2022 bill, dubbed the First
Freedom Act, that would keep the
state from restricting religious
services more strictly than other
groups “during a state of emer-
gency.”

The District 43 lawmaker’s LB
277 has 19 cosponsors, including
Erdman and freshman District 48
Sen. Brian Hardin of Gering. Har-
din had expressed interest before
the session in introducing a sim-
ilar bill on his own.

Wednesday will mark the half-
way point of the 2023 Legisla-
ture’s 10-day bill introduction
period. Additional bills or con-
stitutional amendments can be

offered through Jan. 18.
Following are more details of

the bills noted above:

Voter ID and elections
Erdman’s LB 228 would undo

most of the evolution in Nebras-
ka’s election practices as comput-
erized ballots, vote-counting ma-
chines and greater ability to fill out
ballots at home became common.

Except for “registered military
personnel” and people living in
nursing homes and assisted-liv-
ing facilities, Nebraskans would
have to vote in person at their
polling place on the day of pri-
mary or general elections with an

approved photographic ID card.
“All ballots shall be counted on

the day of the election” and “shall
be counted at the precinct level,”
according to the bill’s text.

If passed, LB 228 also would add
Nebraska’s primary and general
election days to the list of state
holidays.

Military members and people at
nursing homes or assisted-living
facilities could still vote by mail,
but the ballot envelope would
have to be postmarked prior to
Election Day.

LB 230 lays out more details

New bill targets early voting

COLLIN BINKLEY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The White
House will move forward with a
proposal that would lower stu-
dent debt payments for millions
of Americans now and in the fu-
ture, offering a new route to re-
pay federal loans under far more
generous terms.

President Joe Biden announced
the repayment plan in August,
but it was overshadowed by his
plan to slash or eliminate student
debt for 40 million Americans.

Some education experts see it
as a more powerful tool to make
college affordable, especially for
those with lower incomes.

Education Department offi-
cials on Tuesday called the new

plan a “student loan safety net”
that will prevent borrowers from
getting overloaded with debt.

“Student debt has become a
dream killer,” Education Secre-
tary Miguel Cardona said. “This
is a promise to the American
people that, at long last, we will
fix a broken system and make
student loans affordable.”

Biden is moving forward with
the repayment plan even as his
one-time debt cancellation faces
an uncertain fate before the Su-
preme Court.

The White House asked the
court to uphold the plan and
reject two legal challenges from
conservative opponents. The

Feds propose ‘student loan safety net’

Other bills focus on
renewable energy,
worship restrictions

Seismic changes are
ahead for crucial
Wyoming industry

Classified records
found at Penn Biden
Center in Washington

EVAN VUCCI, ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Joe Biden speaks about student loan debt forgiveness Aug.
24 in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington. Education
Secretary Miguel Cardona listens at right.
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