
Nebraska State Patrol Trooper Sam Mortenson of rural Curtis, a U.S.
Marine Reserve gunnery sergeant, gave the main address during Friday’s
Veterans Day program at Maywood High School.

Telegraph staff reports

LEXINGTON — A man was arrested
Thursday night after two people were
stabbed and another was shot in the 800
block of West Maple Street.

The 31-year-old man was arrested af-
ter being treated for a knife wound. He
was jailed on suspicion of robbery, use
of a weapon to commit a felony and at-
tempted murder, according to a Lexing-
ton Police Department media release.

A 26-year-old man was still under
medical care Friday morning for a
knife wound and has charges pending,

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

CURTIS — Adams Middle School
eighth graders from North Platte ex-
plored agriculture education and ca-
reers on a visit to Nebraska College of
Technical Agriculture on Friday.

The visit, made possible by a grant
from EducationQuest Foundation in
Lincoln, offered the students the oppor-
tunity to see what future possibilities
they might have in agriculture.

“The idea is to introduce the kids to
different career choices that they have,
kind of an exploration,” said Rashida
Vaziri, Engage class teacher at Adams.
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Landowner Elk permit creates controversy in western Nebraska

Nebraskaland Magazine / Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

A decision to give out a rancher depredation permit for 50 elk has
stirred controversy in western Nebraska.

Please see NCTA, Page A2

Please see SHOOTING, Page A2

By MARJIE DUCEY
BH News Service

Hunting elk in Nebraska is a
unique privilege — only 7% of
elk permits were approved this
year, and nearly 5,000 would-be
hunters were left empty-hand-
ed.

But after a state senator
pressed Nebraska Game and
Parks about an elk herd ma-
rauding through corn fields,
officials this fall issued an un-
precedented permit for a single
Morrill County rancher to kill
up to 50 of the animals.

The decision drew a barrage
of criticism from hunters, di-
rected at Game and Parks, State
Sen. Steve Erdman and the
landowner.

One hunter, who called the
permit for 50 elk “extreme,”
summed it up this way: “As a
concerned sportsman and out-
doorsman, this decision hits an
all-time frustration with how
our wildlife in the state is be-
ing managed by the Game and
Parks Commission.”

Only five cows and three
bulls have been killed since
the special permit was issued,

a first for elk in the state of Ne-
braska. But the rancor from the
decision has been far more diffi-
cult to tabulate.

It’s created friction between
Game and Parks officials and
Erdman, who says he’s been
unfairly made a scapegoat for
the decision. And it has left the
landowner reluctant to even
pick up his ringing phone un-
der a barrage of criticism from
hunters.

The landowner in the mid-
dle of it all, Butch Schuler of
Bridgeport, is apparently done
talking. He declined to be inter-
viewed for this story.

“He is not interested in giving
any comments,” said his wife,
Susan.

Schuler did speak at a Sep-

After elk cause $100K in damage,
Nebraska farmer granted rare
permit to kill 50, upsetting hunters

Please see ELK, Page A2

Photos by Todd von Kampen / The North Platte Telegraph

Kindergartners and first-graders in Maywood Public Schools lead the Pledge of Allegiance Friday during the
district’s 22nd annual Veterans Day program. The U.S. flag was on the opposite side of the high school gymna-
sium, where the program took place.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

MAYWOOD — Whether or
not they gave their lives or ever
went to war, America’s veterans
of all eras deserve their nation’s
thanks, a decorated U.S. Marine
reservist and Nebraska State
Patrol trooper told schoolchil-
dren Friday.

Gunnery Sgt. Sam Mortensen,
who was raised in and lives
near Curtis, honored all who
have worn the nation’s military
uniforms in giving the main
address at Maywood Public
Schools’ 22nd annual Veterans
Day program.

“Many veterans have served
and made a great sacrifice,
while maybe not the ultimate
sacrifice,” said Mortensen, who

‘Debt that cannot be repaid’

Marine veteran, State Trooper thanks all vets Friday in Maywood

Please see VETERAN, Page A2
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