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Fred Hoiberg and his
band of newcomers
hope European trip
helps Huskers connect.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

Working out
the kinks
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n WINNER, WINNER A Nebraska State Patrol
photo wins a national contest. LOCAL, PAGE A3
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By KELSEY STEWART
BH News Service

Nebraska drivers have plenty of
options for personalizing their li-
cense plates.

But one driver this week took it
too far.

A Nebraska State Patrol trooper
pulled over a driver who had paint-
ed the registration sticker onto the
vehicle’s license plates.

Trooper Adam Strode spotted
the faux sticker Monday morning
on Interstate 80 in Lincoln, patrol
spokesman Cody Thomas said.

“I’ve talked to a few of our troop-
ers who said this was the first time
they’ve seen anything like this,”
Thomas said.

The driver was ticketed on sus-
picion of not having valid regis-
tration and unlawful display of
license plates or renewal tabs,
Thomas said.

It’s unclear how far the troop-
er was from the vehicle when he
noticed the sticker. Troopers are
trained to pay close attention to de-
tail while on patrol.

“It’s ingrained from day one of

the training academy,” Thomas
said.

The paint job apparently lasted
the driver three months. It indi-
cated that registration should have
been renewed in May.

In lieu of the word “Nebraska”
running down the left side of the
sticker, the driver left small white
dots. The red rectangles were
askew, and white lines were a little
wiggly. One Twitter user replied
to a state trooper’s tweet about the
plates asking if the budding artist
could have used a ruler.

Nebraska driver cited for painting
registration sticker on license plate

Photo courtesy of
Nebraska State Patrol

This hand-painted
sticker was on the
license plates of a
vehicle pulled over
by a Nebraska state
trooper this week in
Lincoln. The driver
was ticketed.

Federal govt.
moves early to
renew SkyWest
service to NP

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@
nptelegraph.com

Western Nebraska air
travelers’ embrace of Sky-
West Airlines has the federal
government moving several
months early to renew the
Utah carrier’s service from
Denver to North Platte and
Scottsbluff.

Today marks exactly 18
months since SkyWest began
round-trip United Express
service from Denver Inter-
national Airport to each city

The North Platte
Regional Airport at Lee
Bird Field will receive
$4.47 million in federal
funds to rebuild taxi-
ways and make other
airfield upgrades, U.S.
Transportation Sec-
retary Elaine Chao
announced Wednesday.

The figure represents
North Platte’s most
recent award from the
Department of Trans-
portation’s Airport

Regional airport
to receive $4.47M
in federal funds

Please see RENEW, Page A2

Officials say ticket
sales steady in
company’s 1st year

Please see FUNDS, Page A2

Prepared for fall

GPH combine aims to help student-athletes
train properly, stave off injuries

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Knee injuries take high
school athletes out of action
often and Wednesday Great
Plains Health Sports Med-
icine offered area students
training on ways to prevent
that.

GPH hosted a region-
al combine for area high
school students at North
Platte High School with
GPH physical therapist
Kyle Stevenson spearhead-
ing the event. Stevenson
moved forward with the
event after Darrick Parker,

manager of GPH Sports and
Therapy, planted the idea in
minds of the sports therapy
department.

“Darrick asked if I would
take on the project and
the sports therapy team
jumped on and we all put

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Delaney Bocott, a junior at North Platte High School competes in the vertical jump at the
Great Plains Health Sports Medicine Department’s first Regional Combine for high school
athletes on Wednesday at Bauer Field. She recorded a height of over 20 inches in the
event.

Please see FALL, Page A2

Officials warning
public about
dangers of kratom

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The sale of an unregulated
herbal supplement across the
U.S. has prompted a warning
from the Nebraska Poison
Center on its use and abuse.

Kratom is a tropical tree
native to Southeast Asia.
The leaves contain various
compounds that can cause
poisoning when smoked or
ingested, according to the
poison center.

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration also posted
a notice on its website warn-
ing consumers not to use

kratom since it affects the
same opioid brain receptors
as morphine and appears to
have properties that expose
users to the risks of addic-
tion, abuse and dependence.

In the North Platte area,
there are no specific statis-
tics of use available, but the
dangers are serious, West
Central District Health De-
partment Executive Director
Shannon Vanderheiden said.

“It is important to recognize
kratom is not regulated by the
FDA. Products are not mon-
itored for safety and can be
laced with other substances.”
Vanderheiden said. “Just be-
cause it says kratom does not
mean it isn’t laced with some-
thing or that there’s not other
substances in that product.”

Substance sold at
some area stores
not FDA-regulated

Please see KRATOM, Page A2
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