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Wes Grady was involved in many aspects of
the North Platte community and had a posi-
tive impact throughout his years.

Grady, 78, of North Platte, died Friday at
Great Plains Health under hospice care. He
was a longtime resident of North Platte, hav-
ing moved to town in 1963 after graduating
from college.

He began a long career in real estate at that
time, which culminated in 2012 when he sold
Gateway Realty to partner Sheri Bourne.

Bourne said she appreciated Grady and
would miss her longtime friend.

“He had what we call ‘Wes euphemisms,’”
Bourne said. “One of them was ‘if you can’t
do it right the first time, you certainly don’t
have time to do it right the second time,’ and
many, many things like that.”

Another comment he always made, Bourne
said, was, “If two people always agree, one of
them is not necessary.”

“We didn’t have any problems,” Bourne
said with a laugh.

Bourne said Grady was very genuine.
“When JoAnne (his wife) would call the
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Pacific Place expansion receives nod from Planning

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Plans to expand North
Platte’s Pacific Place Apart-
ments moved within one step of
final approval Tuesday with the
Planning Commission’s unani-
mous recommendation of a con-
ditional use permit.

The 7-0 vote sends the
$5.5 million project back to the
City Council, which will hold a fi-
nal public hearing and vote near-
ly six months after it declared
the surrounding neighborhood
“blighted and substandard.”

The designation enabled up
to $850,000 in tax increment fi-

nancing for the project, which
will add 48 units south of Pa-
cific Place’s original 64 units at
500 N. Pacific St.

Though council members vot-
ed 7-1 Aug. 6 for the apartment
complex’s TIF-aided plan, the
expansion site’s current R-4 zon-
ing requires a conditional use
permit for multifamily housing
to be built there.

Planning Commission mem-
bers, using their power to at-
tach additional conditions,

voted to require dedication of
a 16-foot-wide “alley easement”
between the new construction
and neighboring homes front-
ing West Fourth Street.

Three of those neighbors
spoke at a public hearing on the
permit, noting that no alley cur-
rently exists and saying they
need access to their back yards.

Pacific Place partner Mark
Shults of North Platte readily
agreed to the alley easement.
“It wouldn’t be a detriment to

anybody and would help these
neighbors as well,” he said.

Shults and the neighbors be-
came so involved in exchanging
ideas in the audience that an
amused commission Chairman
Pete Volz had to call them back
to order.

“It sounds like this whole
thing is really workable and Mr.
Shults is really flexible,” Volz
said.

Board approves conditional use
permit 7-0, sends issue to City Council

Please see PACIFIC, Page A2

By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

Medicine Valley High School and all other
Curtis area schools were in lockout Tuesday
after being made aware of a potential threat.

About 8 a.m. Tuesday, the North Platte
Police Department notified Medicine Valley
High School about a possible threat against
students and teachers at Medicine Valley
Public Schools, Frontier County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said in a press release. Medicine Valley
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Audit claims more than $44,000 of fraudulent
spending by former state education employee
By MARTHA STODDARD
BH News Service

LINCOLN — A former Nebraska
Department of Education employee
used a work credit card to pay for
personal hotel stays, Uber rides, an
Amazon Prime membership and a
pair of Boston Duck Tour tickets.

A newly released state audit said
the credit card purchases were
among more than $44,000 worth of
allegedly fraudulent transactions
made by the employee, Nicole Coffey,
between Jan. 1, 2016, and April 12,
2018.

The total includes more than

$9,000 of travel expenses involved in
what the audit labeled an apparent
“double-dipping fraud scheme.”

The audit said Coffey paid for the
travel with the work credit card,
then claimed the costs on her per-
sonal expense account. That way she

Please see AUDIT, Page A2

Leading indicator
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Summer officially has nearly a month left to run, but some trees in North Platte don’t like waiting until af-
ter Labor Day to start changing their leaves. This tree in front of the North Platte Surgery Center, 621 W.
Francis St., was already in a yellow autumn mode for passers-by Tuesday. Selected trees in other parts
of the city were also transitioning from green to yellow as the length of North Platte’s days continues to
retreat as the calendar moves forward to the autumnal equinox (the first day of fall), which will be on Sept.
23 this year.
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