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For four years, North Platte Public
Schools Superintendent Ron Hanson
says, he has built the relationships and
structure he believes will carry the
school solidly into the future.

The theme for the 2019-20 school year is
“United in Respect — Destined for Great-
ness.”

“We meet monthly and do a study about
positive leadership by John Gordon,”
Hanson said of faculty and staff. “We
spend a lot of time talking about school
culture.”
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State-of-the-art facility highlights opening
of Heart Institute at hospital

By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

The Heart and Vascular Cen-
ter at Great Plains Health has
received a complete renovation
as well as a new name. The cen-
ter has been renamed the Heart
Institute and now features two
new catheterization labs.

The Heart Institute went
from having just one cath lab
to having two right next to each
other.

Ivan Mitchell, chief operating
officer of Great Plains Health,
said the new name fits the di-
rection the program is moving.

“As our services and proce-
dures continue to advance, we
want a name that reflects that
growth and innovation,” Mitch-
ell said. “With the addition of
a second cath lab and all new
equipment in the current cath
lab, we have made access to care
and innovation a priority.”

Mitchell said the new technol-
ogy has allowed Great Plains
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Richard Markiewicz, interventional cardiologist and endovascular spe-
cialist, stands in one of the two new catheterization labs at the newly re-
named Heart Institute at Great Plains Health.
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One of two new catheterization labs in the newly renovated and renamed Heart Institute at Great Plains
Health. The center was previously named the Heart and Vascular Center. Both cath labs have been in full
operation since Monday. Former village

treasurer gets
probation in
embezzlement
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

A former Stapleton village clerk/trea-
surer received one year’s probation Tues-
day in Logan County Court on a reduced
charge related to the embezzlement of at
least $15,000 in village funds.

Amy Allen, 36, pleaded no contest to mis-
demeanor theft by deception, $501 to $1,499,
after special prosecutor Colten Venteicher
of Gothenburg reduced the charge from fel-
ony theft by deception, $5,000 or more.

Related misdemeanor counts of abuse of
public records and misuse of public funds
or property were dropped under an amend-
ed complaint filed Tuesday morning.

In addition to the probation term,
County Judge Joel Jay of North Platte
ordered Allen to continue repaying the
$13,600 balance of her $15,000 restitution
agreement with the village.

Allen’s 10-year tenure as Stapleton’s
clerk/treasurer, which ended in August
2018, was scrutinized in a May 17 Nebraska

Budget session features property taxes, Iron Eagle

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

North Platte’s early-summer
tussles over the city’s fiscal
structure and Iron Eagle Golf
Course reasserted themselves
Tuesday night as the City Coun-
cil took its first extended look at
the city’s 2019-20 budget.

A 4½-hour-long work session
yielded little criticism of specif-
ic items in the draft $146.8 mil-

lion budget, which would fall
by 2.4% overall from last year
but raise the city’s general-fund
property tax request by 1.47%.

Council members will hold a
formal public hearing on a fi-
nal budget draft at their regu-
lar Sept. 3 meeting, with a vote
planned at a special meeting
Sept. 5.

The draft budget includes two
projected cash transfers the
council discussed but tabled in

June: $550,000 to replenish past
general-fund advances from
Community Development Block
Grant funds and $3.25 million
in surplus electric fees to retire
Iron Eagle’s chronic operating
deficit.

It does not transfer Iron Ea-
gle spending from the “other
funds” category into the general
fund, a step City Administrator
Jim Hawks said would require a
separate council resolution.

He called the spending draft
“a bare-bones budget” but “a
workable budget” that general-
ly limited its spending boosts
to higher insurance and supply

costs.
It sets aside only about

$300,000 for other tax-supported
initiatives, which Hawks rec-
ommended the council use for a
potential 2% employee pay raise
and replacement of two police
cars and nine onboard police
video cameras.

“As things escalate in price
and budget revenues get tighter
and tighter, there’s fewer needs
we can meet on the capital side,”
Hawks told council members.

He estimated the city would
have a $1.95 million cash bal-
ance when the new fiscal year
starts Oct. 1. Once again, how-

ever, the 2019-20 budget would
lack a formal cash reserve — a
step the city’s auditing firm
once again recommended in
May.

Hawks said establishing a re-
serve, not to mention finding
money to catch up with long-de-
layed street and park repairs,
will be difficult without “addi-
tional revenue streams” like the
half-cent infrastructure sales
tax voters rejected in Novem-
ber.

“We budget to spend every
dollar we have,” he told the

GPH celebrates new labs
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Council’s divisions over golf course
renewed as city unveils 2019-20 plan
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