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County moves ahead with jail expansion plans

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Lincoln County’s long-expect-
ed expansion to the 2011 county
jail got its official green light
Monday, though final plans and
construction bids won’t be ap-
proved for some time.

County commissioners vot-
ed 3-0 to proceed with the $4
million to $4.5 million project,
which would add about 58 beds
to the 163-bed Lincoln County
Detention Center through a new
northeast wing and limited re-
modeling.

County Board Chairman Joe
Hewgley, a professional archi-
tect, abstained to avoid future
conflicts of interest should his
firm become involved with the
project. Commissioner Bill Hen-
ry was absent.

“With our (inmate) popula-
tion exploding the last couple of
weeks, it’s pretty timely,” Coun-
ty Sheriff Jerome Kramer said
after Monday’s vote.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@
nptelegraph.com

Lincoln County likely will
be represented Thursday in
McCook when a legislative

committee hears testimony
on whether “water augmen-
tation” projects should be
able to sell their land while
retaining water rights.

Local officials expected to attend
legislative hearing in McCook

$4M-$4.5M project will add 58 beds
to detention center in North Platte

Please see JAIL, Page A2
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The Lincoln County Historical Museum will be the site of the Grit
and Duds Civil War Tour on Friday and Saturday. The event was for-
merly known as the “Cemetery Tour” and will feature performances
by local actors portraying people from the Civil War era who are
buried at the North Platte Cemetery.

Local Scouts host activities night at Centennial Park

By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

“Twilight Cub” an event at Cen-
tennial Park Monday night allowed
current Cub Scouts and interested

North Platte kids to participate in
an hour and a half of Scouting-re-
lated activities.

The evening event featured dif-
ferent stations that were designed

for outdoor fun and teamwork.
Events included: A water rocket

launch, a Frisbee challenge, tug-
of-war, a sack race, an enclosed BB

Getting a taste of Scouting

Clayton Anderson / The North Platte Telegraph

Kids take turns trying to throw Frisbees into hula hoops at “Twilight Cub,” a Cub Scouts event Monday at Cen-
tennial Park in North Platte. Organizers said the event gives kids an opportunity to see what being a Cub Scout is
like. The night involved multiple kids activities.

Report: Not
enough being
done to end
staff shortages
at state prisons
By PAUL HAMMEL
BH News Service

LINCOLN — State prisons workers
are working record-high overtime to
staff facilities that are as overcrowd-
ed as ever, a bleak assessment of the
agency said Monday.

The state spent more than $15 mil-
lion on overtime during 2018 — about
three times as much as a decade earli-
er — on security staff to monitor more
than 5,472 inmates, which is about
1,900 more inmates than state prisons
were designed to hold, according to
the annual report by the State Legis-
lature’s Inspector General for Correc-
tions.

Inspector General Doug Koebernick
faulted the Department of Correc-
tional Services for waiting too long to
address issues of excessive overtime
and shortages of staff, and “strongly
recommended” that Gov. Pete Rick-
etts and the State Legislature attack
the issues quickly before they worsen
further.

He cast doubt on whether the state,
given its current salaries, could hire
staff to fill posts at two new prison ad-
ditions now under construction.

“Francis Bacon once said, ‘Hope is
a good breakfast, but it is a bad sup-
per,’ “ Koebernick wrote. “Nebraska
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Library, historical museum to
present Grit and Duds Civil War Tour
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Guided Lantern Tours will
bring out ghosts from the Civil
War at the Grit and Duds Civil
War Tour Friday and Saturday,
hosted by the Lincoln County
Historical Museum.

The tour, formerly known as
the Cemetery Tour, is a joint
fundraising project by the mu-
seum and the North Platte Pub-
lic Library Foundation

“It’s still the same Cemetery
Tour format, it just isn’t at the
cemetery,” said Jim Griffin,
museum curator.

Local actors will perform as
people who are buried at North
Platte’s cemetery.

“One of the people featured is
Dr. Dick,” Griffin said. “He was
a Confederate and he’s the only
Confederate we know of buried
out in the North Platte Cemetery.”

Another historical figure fea-
tured is Cyrus Fox, whose fam-

ily still lives on Garfield Table,
16 miles north of North Platte
along the Logan and Lincoln
county line.

“He was the last soldier sta-
tioned at Fort McPherson,”
Griffin said.

Those are just two of the char-
acters who will be represented
at the event which is from 7-10
p.m. Friday and 1:30-6 p.m. Sat-
urday.
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http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=a7828631-1047-5122-93cf-d2d560c7805d
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=a7828631-1047-5122-93cf-d2d560c7805d
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=a7828631-1047-5122-93cf-d2d560c7805d
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=a7828631-1047-5122-93cf-d2d560c7805d
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=a7828631-1047-5122-93cf-d2d560c7805d
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=a7828631-1047-5122-93cf-d2d560c7805d
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=a7828631-1047-5122-93cf-d2d560c7805d

