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Their journey began with a love for
their country and a love for learning about
agriculture. It continues with an oppor-
tunity that brought Hope Nakabuye and
Abia Katimbo to study at the University
of Nebraska’s West Central Research and
Extension Center in North Platte.

The students from Uganda are working
toward their master’s and doctoral degrees
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Worry about your open floor
plan—we’ll handle the rest.

Flexible, competitive mortgages backed
by decades of experience. GET PRE-APPROVED NEBRASKALANDBANK.COM/MORTGAGE.
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Olivia Nicholas, left, and Chloe Neidhardt, both of North Platte,
participate in the STIR program through ESU 16 as they learn to
cook a new recipe. The summer program has been conducted vir-
tually due to COVID-19, but with restrictions loosening, the girls
were able to get together for the cooking class.

ESU 16 STIRs up new teaching method

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

ESU 16 transition coordi-
nators Lou Cox-Fornander
and Megan Lantis developed
a virtual program to teach in-
dependent living skills this
summer.

The educational service unit
was unable to have its usual
summer program, SWEEP, due
to the COVID-19 pandemic re-
strictions.

Instead, STIR — short for
Summer Transition Program
for Independent Living and

Recreation/Leisure — is a five-
week offering for students who
receive special education ser-
vices. Students and staff have
had Zoom meetings two times
a week.

“They talk about what they
have been doing, connect with
friends, play interactive games
and plan for the upcoming
week,” Cox-Fornander said.
“Students have daily questions
to answer about household
safety, employment and leisure
activities.”

She said the students prac-
tice making lists, organizing

their days and incorporating
physical activity into daily
routines.

“Each week, supplies are
delivered to students’ homes
for the weekly special proj-
ect,” Cox-Fornander said.
“Painting, cooking, craft-
ing, hobbies and learning new
skills have been the focus of
the projects.”

She said the virtual class
has not been the first choice
for anyone.

“But the virtual program
is better than no program
at all, and students are still
learning new skills and hav-
ing fun,” Cox-Fornander said.
“Just this week restrictions

A sliver in time

Couple donating 1861 map to historical museumTaking their
knowledge
back home
By studying at WCREC,
Ugandan students hope
to help better country

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

For most of the 21st century,
visitors to the North Platte of-
fice building at 501 S. Jeffers
St. could see a massive Civil
War-era U.S. map in the con-
ference room.

Only now, as Doug Peterson
and wife Brenda Grant pre-
pare to sell their building, are
they learning how unusual
their map is.

They’re preparing to do-
nate the 6-foot-square map to
the Lincoln County Historical
Museum, Grant said Saturday.

“I live in a house of win-
dows,” said the owner of BG
Stables near Interstate 80. “I
don’t have a space 6-foot by
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The 1861 U.S. “Washington Map” being donated to the Lincoln
County Historical Museum likely is a rare intermediate edition of its
1860 original. It only partly accounts for a law passed on March 2,
1861, that split off Dakota Territory from Nebraska Territory (top) but
also added land from Washington Territory to square off Nebraska
Territory’s western boundary. A subsequent map revision also shows
the latter, which gave Nebraska an “extended Panhandle” compared
with the current state’s borders.
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Brenda Grant, shown with husband Doug Peterson, is donating this rare 6-foot by 6-foot 1861 U.S.
map to the Lincoln County Historical Museum. She bought it 15 to 18 years ago at an Indiana an-
tique flea market. It has hung since then in the conference room at the couple’s Professional Financial
Advisors office, 501 S. Jeffers St., which they’re selling this week.Man arrested

after standoff
with police

Please see HOME, Page A2

Please see TIME, Page A2

Telegraph staff reports

A man was arrested Saturday morning
after a nearly five-hour standoff in North
Platte.

Police had been called to the 2400 block of
East E Street for disturbances several times
throughout the night, according to a press
release from the Police Department.

At 4:11 a.m., police responded to 2405 East
E St. to a report of a man throwing items at
a neighbor’s house. Police say the resident,
Wesley Hawkins, had been the suspect in
other disturbances and had an active misde-
meanor warrant on a stalking charge.

Police say man fired
small-caliber handgun,
before being apprehended

Please see STANDOFF, Page A3

Coordinators providing independent
living skills to students virtually

Please see STIRS, Page A3
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