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Fremont in 34-0 road 
win.
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Mostly sunny today, then storms in 
the evening. Find our full five-day 
forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 78  LOW: 59 Thank you for reading 
Today’s Telegraph.
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YouTube

In this screenshot of a YouTube video, North Platte firefighter 
Casey Schiel shows off the Door Night Light that he designed. 
Schiel finished first in the North Platte Big Idea competition last 
October. The device attaches to a bedroom door and activates 
when the door is fully closed. It shuts off after 15 minutes but in-
cludes a motion sensor in case an occupant gets up.

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Casey Schiel’s idea for the 
Door Night Light came while 
he was going through a train-
ing exercise with fellow 
members of the North Platte 
Fire Department. 

The device — a rectangular, 
multicolored LED light — at-
taches to a bedroom door and 
only activates when the door 
is fully closed. It shuts off af-
ter 15 minutes and includes a 
motion sensor should some-
one get out of bed. He used it 

as a way to promote the impor-
tance of people closing their 
bedroom doors at night for fire 
safety, while also comforting 
children.

His design and promo-
tion were good enough to win 
the adult division in the Big 
Idea North Platte contest last 
October. The “Shark Tank”-
inspired competition is meant 
to attract community members 
with an entrepreneurial spirit. 

Submissions are being col-
lected until next Friday for 
both youth and adult divi-

sions for this year’s event. It 
is co-sponsored by the North 
Platte Young Professionals 
and the North Platte Area 
Chamber & Development Corp. 

On Friday, Schiel said he 
was submitting the final pa-
perwork to establish both a 
patent and intellectual prop-
erty for the device. He also is 
seeking a potential manufac-
turer as well as developing a 
plan to get the night lights out 
to the public. 

He said the product was also 
inspired by the “Close Before 
You Doze” campaign that edu-
cates the public about closing 
doors at night.

“Having a career in the fire 

State board 
stops work 
on health 
standards

By JOE DEJKA
Omaha World-Herald

After twice attempting to come 
up with statewide health-education 
standards amid a firestorm of opposi-
tion, members of the Nebraska State 
Board of Education on Friday pulled 
the plug on the process.

Board members voted 5-1, with one 
abstention, to indefinitely postpone 
development of the standards.

According to a statement adopted 
by the board, the board would deter-
mine the appropriate time to address 
health-education standards after tak-
ing into consideration “the state of 
the pandemic, the needs of children, 
schools and communities, and the 
readiness of local school stakehold-
ers.”

The statement noted the “substan-
tial input” it received on the draft 
standards, saying it “recognizes that 
now is not the time to continue the 
process.”

A crowd of about 200 people 
gathered Friday at the La Vista 
Convention Center for the board’s 
meeting, with some cheering after 
the vote was taken.

Voting in favor of halting the pro-
cess were state board members Robin 
Stevens, Lisa Fricke, Patti Gubbels, 
Maureen Nickels and Patsy Koch 

Pandemic, needs, public 
input among items cited 
for panel’s decision

Lily Smith / Omaha World-Herald

Nebraska State Board of Education 
member Robin Stevens speaks during 
the state board meeting Friday at the 
La Vista Conference Center in La 
Vista.

Please see HEALTH, Page A2

Turning the lights on
Last year’s winner to apply for patent 
as Big Idea prepares for 2nd edition

Please see LIGHTS, Page A2

Roll the film

Platte River 6 opens with showing of ‘Shang-Chi’

The buttery, pungent smell of popcorn once more filled the lobby and concession stand Friday at Platte River 
Mall’s renamed and remodeled movie theater six-plex. Golden Ticket Cinemas Platte River 6 opened to mov-
iegoers at 3:30 p.m. on Friday, with “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings” starting 30 minutes later. 
North Carolina-based Golden Ticket is the North Platte mall’s first major new tenant under current owner Rev 
Management LLC, which is carrying on a multiyear, $75 million transformation exactly 50 years after the mall’s 
initial construction period.

Todd von Kampen / The North Platte Telegraph

Nebraska doctor called 23 hospitals before 
finding ICU bed for seriously ill patient
By PAUL HAMMEL
Omaha World-Herald

LINCOLN — It was clear soon after 
Mark McConnaughey arrived at the 
Nemaha County Hospital, seriously ill 
from a suspected COVID-19 infection, 
that he needed to be transferred to a 
bigger hospital, one with ventilators, a 
trauma team and an intensive care unit.

But what happened next had never 
happened in the 25-year career of Dr. 
Michael Zaruba, who was staffing the 

emergency room that night.
Call after call, to hospitals from 

Lincoln to North Platte, from Omaha to 
Topeka, ended with the same response: 
We don’t have a bed in our ICU. As the 
doctor and an assistant worked to stabi-
lize McConnaughey, they kept calling. 
Same response.

Zaruba said that, in all, 23 hospitals 
were called. All full.

Finally, at about 3 a.m. on Aug. 18 — 
about five hours after the 57-year-old 
farmer and metalworker had arrived at 

the Auburn hospital — he was life-flight-
ed to Des Moines, where Mercy One 
Medical Center had agreed to admit 
him. He died there.

Zaruba said Thursday that he still 
struggles to talk about what happened 
— a problem the state moved to address 
earlier this week.

“I’ve practiced medicine for 25 years. 
I never dreamed I’d be in a situation 
where I couldn’t transfer a patient to a 

Please see ICU, Page A2
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