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Last of four parts.
Customers for Bob Barr’s swim-

ming pools, indoor and outdoor, ar-
en’t hard to come by.

Cody Pool, the southwest anchor
of North Platte’s largest park since
1951, recently wrapped up another
busy summer. But swimmers and
exercise enthusiasts of all ages
flock all year long to the North
Platte Recreation Complex, which
opened in 1976.

The 39,300-square-foot Rec Cen-
ter isn’t jam-packed only by its us-
ers, Barr says. He’s converted and
filled up most empty spaces outside
the gyms and pool with weight ma-
chines, treadmills and other equip-
ment in demand from health-con-
scious residents.

“The nice part about it is it still
gets used by a lot of people,” said
Barr, the city’s recreation director
since 1987. “The bad part of it is it
still gets used by a lot of people.”

And while the indoor pool and
its telltale dome remain attractive,
a 2017 facilities study document-

ed a variety of needed repairs and
upgrades — especially to the pool’s
dehumidification system — if the
Rec Center is to remain in service
as it is.

Should the City Council pitch
a dedicated half-cent infrastruc-
ture sales tax to voters again in
2020, that campaign will coincide
with ongoing community discus-
sion about whether the Rec Center
should be renovated, expanded or
replaced.

Had voters approved the tax last

November, one-fourth of its pro-
ceeds would have been targeted to-
ward parks and recreation needs.
Street repairs and upgrades would
have accounted for the rest.

Today’s conclusion of The Tele-
graph’s four-part series on North
Platte’s infrastructure needs focus-
es on repair and upgrade issues in
Barr’s Recreation Department.

Links to earlier stories, which ex-
amined street and parks needs, and
online photo galleries illustrating

$2.00
Sunny today, then partly cloudy in
the evening. Find our full five-day
forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 48 LOW: 23 Thank you for reading

Today’s Telegraph.Pick5: 1-2-13-31-32
2-by-2: R 7-10, W 14-24
Powerball:

19-22-52-56-67 21

LOTTERYtBusiness.............A6
Comics ...............B3
Classifieds...... B5-6

Opinion...............A4
Record................A5

INSIDEt

Winning all four on
the road, the Nationals

win Game 7 of
the World Series.

SPORTS, PAGE B1

ROAD
WARRIORS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2019 WWW.NPTELEGRAPH.COM

n CONTAINED North Platte fire crews battled a blaze in a
two-story home on West Third Street Wednesday. LOCAL, PAGE A3

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

Please see REC, Page A2

Simants
to remain
at Lincoln
facility

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Erwin Charles Simants, who killed
six members of the family who lived
next door to him in 1975 in Suther-
land, will remain at the Lincoln Re-
gional Center.

Judge Michael Piccolo ruled that
the 74-year-old is still mentally ill and
dangerous at the conclusion of his an-
nual competency evaluation in Lin-
coln County District Court Wednes-
day afternoon.

This was the 44th hearing for Si-
mants since he was found not guilty
by reason of insanity in the second
trial in which he was charged with
shooting and killing Henry and Ma-
rie Kellie, their son, David, and three
of their grandchildren — Daniel,
Deanna and Florence — on Oct. 18,
1975.

He was found guilty of six counts of
first-degree murder in the first trial,
but the conviction was overturned on
appeal.

Simants has waived his right to ap-
pear at the hearings years ago, and
he was represented Wednesday by de-
fense attorney Bob Lindemeier, who
has handled his case since 1991.

Lindemeier said Wednesday’s rul-
ing was not a surprise but added that
he does not feel that Simants is men-
tally ill or dangerous at this point.

“No, I don’t,” Lindemeier said, “but
unfortunately I don’t get to make that
decision. I have raised that argument
the past several times and even ap-
pealed that argument to the Nebras-
ka Supreme Court.”

“The reports show that he’s not
being treated with any psychotropic
medicines or anything like that,”
Lindemeier said. “He has been go-
ing through therapy for more than
40 years now and never been a disci-
pline problem, never been a violence
problem and never threatened any-
one.

“However, the original crime is
what the judge and prosecutor rely
on every year to argue that he should
be allowed any more freedom. I can’t
argue with that. The original crime
was heinous.”
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Kirk Wilson’s feet rest on the Bouncyband stretched across the
front legs of his chair. The Bouncybands are being used in Heather
Harvey’s sixth grade math classroom to give students a means of
expending nervous energy without distracting other students.

Bounce to their heart’s content

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Every parent knows that kids
get fidgety when they are ner-
vous, and that is evident most
often in the schoolroom setting.

Heather Harvey, a sixth
grade teacher at Madison Mid-
dle School in North Platte has
found a solution that does not
cause more distraction. Boun-
cybands were created in 2014 by
Scott Ertl, a school counselor in
North Carolina. The bands are
designed to stretch between the

legs of students’ chairs or desks.
Harvey received a John

Russell Applegate Grant from
Mid-Nebraska Community
Foundation to purchase the
bands for her classroom, and
she says they are effective.

“Kids move constantly in the
classroom,” Harvey said. “They
tap their pencils, mess with
papers, they have fidget (spin-
ners), and it’s kind of distract-
ing sometimes to other kids
around them.”

With the grant, Harvey pur-

chased 33 Bouncybands for the
classroom.

“I have seen a difference in
my classroom,” Harvey said.
“A lot of the kids are comment-
ing they want them in the other
classrooms.”

Sixth grader Roman Ochoa
said the bands help a lot.

“It gives me something to
do when you’re, like, bored so
you’re not tempted to talk,”
Ochoa said. “It really helps me
to focus and gives me some-
thing to do while the teacher is
talking.”

Danyale Zheng agrees the
Bouncybands are working.

Madison students using Bouncybands
to relieve tension and not distract others
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Judge Piccolo rules that
man who killed family is
still mentally ill, dangerous
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Let’s go down to the Rec

Part 4: Recreation facilities in need of more space, upgrades

Todd von Kampen / The North Platte Telegraph

A converted area next to the indoor pool at the North Platte Recreation Complex contains a hot tub and sauna
installed in 1990 with the help of interest income from the late John Newburn’s estate.
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