
In 1636, a small militia
regiment banded together
to better defend colonists
who arrived in North
America. We know this as
the founding of the first
regiment of the National
Guard, the oldest com-
ponent of our country’s
armed forces. Since the
Revolutionary War, our
nation has depended on
our own local citizen-sol-
diers to combat challenges
here at home and around
the world.
They’ve
defended
our nation
in every
war since
America’s
founding
and have
rushed to
help com-
munities
affected by
every natu-
ral disaster.
From the
revolution-
ary min-
utemen at
Lexington and Concord to
the mountains in Afghan-
istan, the National Guard
has always stood ready to
keep our country safe and
our freedom intact.

I recently had the
honor of attending a
welcome-home ceremony
for 336 airmen of the 155th
Air Refueling Wing and
their families at the Air
National Guard Base in
Lincoln.

With nearly 1,000 total
members, the 155th Air
Refueling Wing is the
largest Air National
Guard unit in the state of
Nebraska. In the skies,
their job is to provide
in-flight refueling for
U.S. military aircraft,
extending their range
around the globe and
ensuring our troops
fulfill their mission. The
wing currently operates
eight aircraft, with an
inventory based upon the
KC-135R Stratotanker, a
platform that provides
vital refueling capabilities
for our military.

On the ground, the Ex-
plosive Ordnance Dispos-
al group detects, identi-
fies, recovers and dis-
poses of U.S. and foreign
ordnance. This includes
explosives handmade by
criminals and terrorists,
and chemical, biological
and nuclear weapons.

Without the Air Nation-
al Guard, the Air Force
could not accomplish sus-
tained air combat opera-
tions — and the 155th Air
Refueling Wing stands out
as a key member of the
team.

The Wing has had a
very productive year.

They’ve had a presence in
12 countries supporting
six different combatant
commands, processed
over 20,000 passengers,
and moved 430 tons of
cargo. In an impressive
feat, the wing conduct-
ed 312 combat missions
offloading over 4.5 million
pounds of fuel over Af-
ghan airspace.

Members of the 155th
Air Refueling Wing also
successfully carried out
an unforeseen mission
here at home this year.

During the catastrophic
flooding that devastated
many of our communi-
ties last spring, the wing
sprang into action and
provided desperately
needed assistance. They
worked quickly with
Offutt Air Force Base to
relocate critical aircraft
and minimize the dam-
ages from the floodwater.
When some of our com-
munities were surround-
ed by floodwaters, they
delivered over 24 tons of
sandbags and bottled wa-
ter to Nebraskans in need.
Their actions were a tes-
tament to their training,
character and integrity.

At the ceremony, I was
grateful for the opportu-
nity to thank these brave
men and women, and
their families, for their
service and sacrifice to
our nation. I also wanted
to reassure these service
members that as conflicts
continue in Afghanistan
and other parts of the
world, I will be their advo-
cate in the United States
Senate. I will continue
to work hard and use my
position as a senior mem-
ber of the Senate Armed
Services Committee to
make sure that they have
the resources and support
needed to fulfill their
mission.

America maintains her
freedom in part because
of the 155th Air Refueling
Wing and all members of
the National Guard. Their
efforts to continually
uphold their motto of “Al-
ways ready, always there”
are inspiring. I couldn’t
be prouder of these men
and women for all they do
to protect our freedom.
They are truly a force for
community and country.

On a related note, I also
want to recognize Ne-
braska Task Force One, a
FEMA Search and Rescue
team that was deployed
to Florida and Georgia
ahead of Hurricane
Dorian. The task force is a
group of 16 first respond-
ers and volunteers. I’m
thankful for their life-sav-
ing efforts as they assist
those affected by these
terrible storms.

It’s now been nearly a full gener-
ation since Sept. 11, 2001. There are
people currently serving in the U.S.
military who weren’t born when
that act of evil took place — and
the military still has thousands of
troops in Afghanistan, the home
base of the Taliban-supported al-Qa-
ida attack on the United States that
took nearly 3,000 American lives.

With time comes forgetfulness.
The same period of time has now
elapsed since Sept. 11 that elapsed
between the end of World War I
(1918) and the German re-occupa-
tion of the Rhineland in contra-
vention of the Treaty of Versailles
(1936). Believing that World War
I had ended all war, the Allied
powers did nothing. That same
year, Germany concluded its Axis
alliance with Italy, as well as its An-
ti-Comintern Pact with Japan. Less
than three years later, the world
would be at war.

Forgetfulness is easy, because
immediate costs are painful and
steep. American foreign policy
nearly always vacillates between
two poles: isolationism and reactive
interventionism. The American
people (correctly) don’t like the
consequences of isolationism —
increased attacks on America and
her allies, maximization of influ-
ence by our enemies — but we also
dislike (correctly) the consequences
of maintaining a global military
presence. It was easy to tear into the
Clinton administration’s weakness

on defense in the aftermath of the
Cold War, but there was almost no
political cost in it for Clinton at
the time. The sepia glow of media

coverage regarding
Barack Obama hasn’t
been darkened by his
single-minded quest
to minimize Ameri-
can influence around
the world.

But every so often,
we’re reminded that
the world is filled
with enemies.

We were reminded
of that unfortunate
fact this week when
President Trump
withdrew an appar-
ently secret invitation
to the Taliban to visit
Camp David. The Tal-
iban was, is and will

remain an Islamic terror group; it
has continuously sought the murder
of American soldiers and citizens
for two decades. Why would the
Trump administration think it a
good idea to sign an agreement with
radicals who seek to overthrow the
administration of Afghanistan,
support terrorism and despise the
United States? Do members of the
administration truly believe that
any agreement signed by the Tali-
ban will be binding?

The answer, of course, is no.
That’s why the talks fell apart, ac-
cording to The New York Times — a

response from inside the adminis-
tration in the aftermath of a terror
attack on American soldiers this
week, a recognition of the obvious.

The problem, of course, is that
there are no easy solutions when it
comes to foreign policy in the worst
parts of the world. Everyone of good
heart wants American soldiers out
of Afghanistan and home. But how
many Americans are willing to risk
the increase in terrorism likely to
follow such a withdrawal?

So long as we remember 9/11, the
answer will be: very few.

Now, perhaps we should with-
draw from Afghanistan. Perhaps
the withdrawal is worth the risk.
But American history isn’t replete
with circumstances in which pre-
cipitous withdrawal is followed by
peace and security.

All of which means that Ameri-
can troops are likely to remain in
Afghanistan for the foreseeable
future. Few politicians will be bold
enough to simply state that truth.
After all, when John McCain said
as much in 2008, he was roundly
mocked by Barack Obama — the
same Obama who escalated the
war in Afghanistan and retained
thousands of troops there, despite
promising withdrawal repeatedly.
But our politicians should be brave
enough to recognize that a weaker
America on the world stage means a
more vulnerable America at home.
If we didn’t learn that lesson on
9/11, we’re bound to repeat it.
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A force for
community
and country

Did we learn the lesson of 9/11?

Trade missions open the door to
Nebraska exports while bringing
great jobs to our doorstep. Over the
past few days, I led a trade mis-
sion to Vietnam, where I met with
Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc,
business leaders and government
ministers. The potential to grow
Nebraska’s agricultural exports to
Vietnam is enormous.

Vietnam’s economy has been
growing by leaps and bounds—
with annual GDP growth having
averaged 6% over the past 15 years.
Their population is young and
growing. From 2017 to 2018, total
U.S. agricultural exports to Viet-
nam grew from $2.5 billion to $4
billion, and Nebraska’s exports to
Vietnam tripled. Demand is soar-
ing for commodities that Vietnam
does not locally produce given its
tropical climate — like beef and dry
edible beans. In 2018, Vietnam also
implemented a policy to introduce
E5 into its fuel supply, with plans to
transition to E10 by 2020. This move,
combined with an overall rise in
the country’s fuel consumption, is
steadily increasing demand for eth-
anol. For all of these reasons, now is
an ideal time for Nebraska to forge
closer trade ties with Vietnam.

Currently, I’m in Japan, the
world’s third largest economy. It’s
exciting to be here at a time when
the Trump Administration is
finalizing details on an agreement
to make our countries’ relationship
even stronger. Nebraska already
exports more ag products to Japan
than to any other country, and it’s
the top international destination
for Nebraska beef, pork, eggs, and
wheat. The revised trade deal
reduces tariffs and will soon make
Nebraska-made goods even more

accessible to Japanese customers. In
Tokyo, we learned that the U.S. and
Japan hope to finalize the agree-
ment at an upcoming meeting of the
United Nations before the end of the
month.

Trade missions have also spurred
growth in our state’s
bioscience industry.
In 2015, I led a trade
delegation to the
European Union and
met with leaders of
Novozymes in Den-
mark to encourage
them to expand their
presence in Nebras-
ka. In May 2017, the
Danish bioscience
company announced
a $36 million expan-
sion to its operations
in Blair, where it
produces enzymes
for use in ethanol

production. A month later, German
firm Evonik and Netherlands-based
Royal DSM chose Blair as the site
of an innovative joint venture to
produce omega-3 fatty acids from
fermented algae. Veramaris, the
company resulting from their
partnership, opened its $200 million
facility in Blair this July.

The economic development
occurring in Sidney is yet another
example of the ripple effect trade
missions can have. In August 2017,
I met leaders from Agri-Plastics,
a manufacturer headquartered in
Toronto, during a trade mission
to Canada. A few months later,
Agri-Plastics announced plans to
build a new facility in Sidney to
make calf shelters and enclosures.
Agri-Plastics has since ramped
up operations and now runs its

Nebraska facility 24/7 to keep pace
with growing demand.

In addition to international trade
missions, we also travel nationally
to attract investment in Nebraska.
For example, in the fall of 2016 I
went on a trade visit to Menlo Park,
California to highlight Nebraska’s
strengths to Facebook executives.
In April 2017, Facebook selected
Papillion as the site for a major
data center. This June, Facebook
officially opened the data center,
which will represent a $1 billion
investment in our state by the time
it’s fully completed. Other tech
firms are following Facebook to
our state. Earlier this year, Google
announced its intention to build a
data center in Nebraska, and Com-
pute North chose Kearney as the
location of a data hub.

After I return from Asia this
week, I’ll continue my work to
grow international trade when I
attend Husker Harvest Days in
Grand Island. This year, for the
first time ever, Husker Harvest
Days will have an International
Visitors Center. The Center gives
international guests an up-close
look at Nebraska’s global leadership
in agriculture. The Center also
provides Nebraskans an opportu-
nity to promote farm equipment,
machinery, and technologies that
are made here and used all over the
world. In addition, it will serve as a
connection point for international
businesses considering an invest-
ment in our state.

Both at home and abroad, my
team is working tirelessly to grow
Nebraska through international
trade. We will continue to lead trade
missions, open new markets, and at-
tract new investments to our state.

International trade creates jobs
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