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Sunny today, then partly cloudy in
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McCook CC rallies
from two-set deficit for
comeback victory.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

KNIGHTS FALL ON
SOPHOMORE NIGHT
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n SEARCHING FOR REDEMPTION Husker offense looks to rebound
after dismal performance against Ohio State. SPORTS, PAGE B3
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North Platte City Administrator Jim Hawks explains the latest
flood-plain revisions for the city at a press conference Wednesday
morning at City Hall. Hawks has worked for 30 years, first as Lincoln
County surveyor and highway superintendent and then as city ad-
ministrator, to gradually reverse a 1979 federal ruling putting all of
North Platte in the 100-year flood plain and thus mandating federal
flood insurance for anyone buying homes or businesses through
banks and other federally insured institutions.
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This photo from early this week shows
where work crews from Paulsen Inc. of
Cozad had to tear out newly poured
concrete on East Philip Avenue in
North Platte after a North Carolina vehi-
cle accidentally entered the work zone
and drove onto the concrete before it
was set. The segment has since been
repoured, City Engineer Tom Werblow
said.

City expects
completion
of Philip by
end of month

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

As if North Platte’s wet weather
hasn’t been tough enough ...

Motorists finding their way onto the
recently rebuilt East Philip Avenue —
including one who drove through wet
concrete — have added to the challeng-
es of wrapping up the $900,000 project
before winter.

The rebuilt stretch between Dewey
and Cottonwood streets should open
by month’s end despite being two
weeks behind due to the summer’s
soggy weather, City Engineer Tom
Werblow said Wednesday.

But it’s now “50-50” at best that work
crews with project contractor Paulsen
Inc. of Cozad can start rebuilding the

Weather, people driving
onto wet concrete hold
back road construction

Please see PHILIP, Page A2

Learning to be a part of the community

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Students at Madison Mid-
dle School in North Platte
are learning about commu-
nity service through a new
after-school club.

Madison Ambassadors in
the Community was orga-
nized by teacher Kelly Smith
for students to gain under-
standing about civic duties.
The students will participate
in community service proj-
ects and pay-it-forward op-
portunities.

“We meet every Monday
and the club is about us as
students being involved in
the community,” said stu-

dent Lauren Marchlewski.
“Why I’m here is because
it’s important that I get in-
volved with the community,
because I have a lot of peo-
ple in my family who are in
the Marines and it just gives
me a lot of opportunities to
prove I can do it.”

Student Emma Mashek
said she wants to be able to
help her community.

“I believe that kids are

able to help, just because
we’re little doesn’t mean that
we can’t, and that’s why I’m
in Madison Ambassadors
in the Community,” Emma
said. “I believe in the saying,
‘Be the voice, not the echo.’”

Alli Thompson, another
student, said there are a lot
of benefits for the students as
well.

“I think one of the big,

New Madison
school club aims to
get kids involved

Please see KIDS, Page A2

Telegraph staff reports

Whiskey Creek in North Platte
closed its doors Wednesday after
lease negotiations fell through,
owner Jim Gardner said in a press
release. But he said he is seeking a
location to build a new restaurant.

Gardner said he has been in ne-
gotiations with the landlord for
nearly a year.

“We felt that the landlord’s terms
were not fair and equitable to a
tenant that has been in business
here for as long as we have been,”

Gardner said. “In our opinion, rent
increases were exorbitant, and oth-
er terms inserted into the deal in
recent days made the lease agree-
ment no longer attractive.”

The restaurant has been at 311

Please see CLOSE, Page A2
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A crew from Condon Signs in North Platte takes down the sign on the front of Whiskey Creek Wood Fire Grill
Wednesday morning after the restaurant announced it would be closing after 20 years of operation.

Owner says Whiskey Creek looking for new facility after doors close

I-80 corridor business shutters

Getting it all sopped up

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Liberating North Platte from
a citywide 1979 federal mandate
to buy flood insurance turned
into a life’s project for City Ad-
ministrator Jim Hawks.

He just reached the finish
line.

Hawks and Mayor Dwight
Livingston on Wednesday an-
nounced the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency soon
will remove the last of the city’s
traditional residential areas

from the 100-year flood plain.
Hawks said FEMA’s fourth

map revision in 13 years, to take
effect Feb. 7, will liberate prop-
erty owners from the flood-in-
surance mandate in a sever-
al-blocks-wide strip south of the
Union Pacific Railroad, north of
East Philip Avenue and west of
Bicentennial Avenue.

FEMA freed the bulk of the
city between the two Platte Riv-
er branches from the 100-year
flood plain in 2006. More areas
were removed in 2009 and 2016.

The federal agency notified

the city Monday and will begin
a 90-day waiting period Oct.
10, Hawks and Livingston said.
Complete maps showing the
changes are available for in-
spection at City Hall.

The city’s historic footprint
now falls within a 500-year flood
plain, which indicates a 0.2%
chance of significant flooding
in any given year. Land inside
a 100-year flood plain has a 1%
chance.

Because North Platte has kept
growing through annexations,
the newest map will leave lim-
ited areas inside city limits —
mainly next to the rivers and

31-year effort to remove city from 100-year
FEMA flood plain to be complete in 2020

Please see PLAIN, Page A2
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