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Sunny today, then mostly clear in
the evening. Find our full five-day
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Lady Dawgs win their
Class A district at

Lake Maloney Golf
Club on Monday.
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Woman
dies after
morning
wreck
Telegraph staff reports

A 65-year-old North Platte
woman died Monday morning af-
ter her vehicle collided with a box
truck in the intersection of West
B and Oak streets.

Darla Cohagen was taken
by ambulance to Great Plains
Health, where she died of her in-
juries, North Platte Police Officer
Beth Kerr said in a press release.

Cohagen was driving a four-
door sedan east on B Street as
it approached Oak, where the
northbound truck was stopped
but entered the intersection with-
out yielding, Kerr said.

The front of Cohagen’s sedan
struck the driver’s side of the
front of the truck, she added. The
truck’s driver was not injured.

NP Public Schools report steady decline in students

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

North Platte Public Schools
has seen a steady decline in en-
rollment over the last five years
and this year the number was
110 students lower than 2018-19.

In 2015-16, enrollment was at
4,135 with consecutive years fol-
lowing of 4,016, 4,013 and 3,994.

Although the number has yet
to be verified by the state audit,
the number of students current-
ly enrolled for 2019-20 is 3,884.
The report was given to the
NPPS Board of Education at its
regular meeting on Monday.

“At first grade, 68% of the
students that left moved out of
North Platte to a different dis-

trict in Nebraska and 38% of
them moved out of state,” said
Executive Director of Finance
Stuart Simpson. “We really
don’t know why. We can make
assumptions as far as what has
been happening in North Platte.
Parents are moving their stu-
dents for new jobs in another
location.”

Simpson said it is still uncer-
tain as to how it will affect state
aid until the state issues its re-
port.

“On Oct. 1 our data centers
are required to pull student
information and turn around
and submit it to the state so
that they can make sure what
we’re reporting for student en-
rollment is accurate,” Simpson
said. “NPPS has submitted that
information and now awaits the
state’s verification.”

All schools across the state
are required to submit the in-
formation to ensure there are no
duplications between schools.

“We know as we talked to the
finance committee where that
falls state aid wise, but we still
are waiting for when (Annu-
al Financial Reports) are up-
loaded where we get the aver-
age cost per pupil, which then
will fluctuate,” Simpson said.
“Plus, we’re trying to increase
our poverty program costs, so
in that it will all play a part in
what’s happening.”

Administration also takes

Down 110 from 2018-19 year, administration
awaits how state funding will be affected

Please see DECLINE, Page A2

State to
upgrade
computers
Monday at
NP DMV
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

A statewide computer upgrade
will keep the Lincoln County
Treasurer’s Office closed to cus-
tomers next Monday while other
county offices remain open on
the official Columbus Day holi-
day.

The Nebraska Department of
Motor Vehicles Oct. 15 will debut
a new vehicle registration and
titling system, which Treasurer

Please see DMV, Page A2

Setting a new record

Runners find perfect conditions at annual Chris Jarvis memorial run

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Runners took off as the sun
hid behind the clouds Sunday
morning for the start of the
Chris Jarvis Autumn River
Run marathon, half-marathon
and 5K.

A light drizzle and cool tem-
peratures were welcomed by
the competitors as the weather
helped keep body temperatures
at reasonable levels. Eddie Wal-
ters of Omaha set a new record
for the marathon with a time of
2 hours, 39 minutes, 11 seconds,
which was 23.88 minutes ahead
of second-place runner Travis

Please see RECORD, Page A2

Photos by Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Eddie Walters of Omaha leads by several minutes as he nears completion of the first half of the Chris Jarvis Autumn
River Run Marathon on Sunday morning in North Platte. Walters set a new marathon record for the event with a time
of 2 hours, 39 minutes and 11 seconds.

Abby Knight of Omaha runs along Buffalo Bill during the first half of the Chris
Jarvis Autumn River Run Marathon on Sunday morning. Knight won the overall
women’s division with a time of 3 hours, 11 minutes and 36 seconds.
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