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Mullen knocks off rival
Sandhills/Thedford in
first round of playoffs
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n MORE CHARGES Rural Wallace man now faces eight felonies in
child sexual abuse case. LOCAL, PAGE A3

Stephen Potter’s
stories stretch
past courtroom
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

If P. Stephen Potter could
attend his own wake, he’d be
swapping stories with his le-
gal friends like always.

Several eagerly told a few
tales this week on Potter, their
inimitable peer and colleague
from Gothenburg, who died
Oct. 24 at age 74 after a stroke
10 days earlier.

A celebration of life will
be held at 11:30 a.m. Nov. 9 at
the Gothenburg Senior Cen-
ter. Blase-Strauser Memorial
Chapel of Gothenburg, which
is in charge of arrangements,
is offering an online guest
book at blasestrauser.com.

Richard Birch and Michael
Piccolo, North Platte’s current
district judges, bantered to-
gether about sharing lawyer’s
tables with Potter earlier in
their careers.

He was one of Nebraska’s
best and busiest general-prac-
tice lawyers for 47 years, serv-
ing all manner of clients and
sharing his expertise with
other lawyers, they said.

“He was always on the road.
I named him ‘Roadie,’” Piccolo
said. “The guy was all over the
state trying cases, federal and
state.”

“Sometimes in two or three
courts at the same time,”
Birch chimed in.

Whenever Potter showed
up with his cane, beard and
trademark ponytail, he added,
“you looked forward to it be-
cause you knew it was going to
be interesting.”

“Whenever,”
you see, was
often a relative
word with Pot-
ter.

There was
that time, Birch
said, when Pot-
ter showed up
tardy before
the late District
Judge John

Murphy of North Platte — a
well-known local wit.

“He got there 20 minutes
into the trial, and Murphy
said to him, ‘Mr. Potter, you’re
20 minutes late, but so far
you’re winning. You might
want to consider whether
you’re going to stay.’”

Potter represented Erwin
Charles Simants in the first
years after he was found not
guilty by reason of insanity
of killing six members of the
Henry Kellie family of Suther-
land on Oct. 19, 1975.

Simants’ 40-year Lincoln
Regional Center confinement
was reaffirmed Wednesday
by Piccolo, the case’s current
judge.

County Judge Kent Turn-
bull, a longtime Lincoln Coun-
ty prosecutor, said Potter
“added a depth and a breadth
to what we do” with a natural
flair.

“We fought against each
other when I was county attor-
ney tooth and nail, but it was
never personal,” Turnbull
said. “It’s not going to be the
same coming to work without

Clothing boutique on target
to host grand opening soon
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Madison Middle School students watch as the North Platte Fire Department res-
cues Principal Bobbi Isom from the roof of the school on Thursday. The Madison
Ambassadors in the Community after-school club did a fundraiser for the Fire Depart-
ment and raised about $700 to send Isom to the roof.

Roof ‘rescue’

Longtime Husker
‘Hot Dog Man’
loved performing
By PAUL HAMMEL
BH News Service

LINCOLN — Gothenburg
defense attorney P. Stephen
Potter loved to perform in
front of an audience, whether
it was arguing in a court-

room, jitterbugging on a
dance floor, diving off a high
cliff or selling (and tossing)
hot dogs for decades at Ne-
braska football games.

“He was a big showman,”
said his niece, Hollie Wieland
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Adie Nielsen, the store manager for Bow & Arrow, folds a pair
of jeans at the women’s boutique located at 509 N. Dewey St. in
North Platte. The store opened its doors Saturday.

P. Stephen
Potter

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

A new women’s boutique be-
gan operations in downtown
North Platte this week.

Bow & Arrow, 509 N. Dewey
St., launched a soft opening last
Saturday, and while the doors
remain open now, there are
plans for a grand opening event
within the next few weeks.

The store hours are 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. Monday through Friday
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday.

Adie Nielsen, manager of

the North Platte store, said the
weekend start was to take ad-
vantage of a high-traffic day
with a downtown trick-or-treat
event Saturday afternoon.

“Even if they didn’t stop in,
at least they saw that our doors
were open,” Nielsen said.

It is the store’s second loca-
tion in the state, coming rough-
ly five years after Becky Forbes
opened the original Bow & Ar-
row in Kearney.

Forbes, who announced plans
for the second store in July, will
run both locations, but Nielsen

will handle the day-to-day oper-
ations in North Platte. Forbes
said earlier this summer that in
her search for a second location,
she felt that there was a need in
North Platte for a boutique like
Bow & Arrow.

The store, which has three
employees for now, features
clothing — graphic T-shirts,
tops and sweaters, jeans and
dresses — as well as shoes and
accessories. The brands and
designers the store features

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The Madison Ambassadors in the
Community club called on the North
Platte Fire Department to rescue Princi-
pal Bobbi Isom from the Madison Middle
School roof on Thursday.

Dressed as a witch for Halloween, Isom
said her “varoom broom ran out of gas”
and she needed help to get back down
to the ground. She waited while North
Platte firefighters raised the bucket and
buckled her in for the ride down.

“I flew up there and I couldn’t get back
down, so they had to call the Fire De-
partment,” said Isom. “It was cold and
I’m a little bit afraid of heights.”

She said she felt pretty safe after the
firefighters buckled her in.

“The MAC club is awesome,” Isom
said. “It’s a great experience for them

because they’re able to give back to the
community and it’s a great experience
for the community because they can see
the middle school kids are awesome and
can give back.”

Madison teacher Kelly Smith is new to
the district and she started the MAC af-
ter-school club.

“The MAC club decided to do this
because October is Fire Prevention
Month,” Smith said. “The Fire De-
partment came to the after-school club
on Monday and gave a very extensive
talk for over an hour, more specialized
about paramedics, chemical burns and
hazmat, extrication from vehicles, re-
trieving toddlers from hot cars in the
summer.”

The goal for the club was to raise $500
to send Isom to the roof. On Tuesday, the
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Madison students raise $700 for Fire Department
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