
By MAUNETTE LOEKS
BH News Service

SCOTTSBLUFF — Officers from 200 law
enforcement agencies across Nebraska and
the United States gathered in Scottsbluff on
Thursday to honor the first Nebraska State
Patrol trooper to die in the line of duty in 20
years.

Trooper Jerry Smith, 51, of Scottsbluff,
died on June 20. Smith had been on pa-
trol near Bridgeport, when his vehicle was
struck nearly head-on by another driver in a

$2.00
Sunny today, then clear in the
evening. Find our full five-day
forecast on page B8.

HIGH: 98 LOW: 64 Thank you for reading

Today’s Telegraph.Pick5: 3-15-28-30-36
2-by-2: R 6-22, W 6-22
Powerball:
Next drawing Saturday

LOTTERYtBusiness.............B4
Comics ...............B5
Classifieds...... B6-7
Weather ..............B8

Opinion...............A4
Record................A5
Entertainment.....A6

INSIDEt

North Platte juniors
sweep doubleheader

with Lexington by com-
bined score of 30-0.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

NO DOUBT
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n SURVIVING THE HEAT Families took to the Memorial Park
Splash Pad this week with temps in the 90s. LOCAL, PAGE A3

The Associated Press

Democratic presidential candidates former vice president Joe
Biden, left, and Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., wave Thursday before
the start of a Democratic primary debate hosted by NBC News at
the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts in Miami.

Keith Co.
Foundation
receives $7M
donation

Keith County News

OGALLALA — An anonymous, unre-
stricted estate gift of $7 million has been
made to the Keith County Foundation Fund.

“This is a game-changer,” said KCFF
Chairman Eric Duhachek in announcing
the gift Tuesday.

KCFF funds are invested through the Ne-
braska Community Foundation, and earn-
ings are used to fund community develop-
ment projects in the county. Nebraska Com-
munity Foundation President and CEO Jeff
Yost said the $7 million gift was one of the
largest ever received for an NCF-affiliated
unrestricted endowment fund.

Gift a ‘game-changer’ for
countywide community
development projects

Please see GIFT, Page A2

Big fish, little pond

Sutherland couple has grown spinnerbait business from
western Nebraska to across the continent

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

SUTHERLAND — Western
Nebraska offers tremendous
fishing opportunities, and the
Coopers of Sutherland have tak-
en full advantage.

Jason Cooper has been a tour-
nament walleye fisherman with
his dad, Steve Cooper, and his
friend James Miller for years.
Now Jason and his wife, Shaw-
na, have grown their Big Eye
Spinnerbait business across the
United States and Canada.

They started the business in
their home and now have moved
into a building at 1024 First St.
in Sutherland.

“We started in 2011,” Shawna
said. “Jason was fishing tourna-
ments out of Lake McConaughy
with (other) spinnerbaits since
about 1999.”

Shawna said Jason and Miller
have always used 1-ounce spin-
nerbaits.

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Shawna Cooper stands in front of the walleye spinnerbaits her husband, Jason, started making in 2011.
The Big Eye Spinnerbaits shop is located at 1024 First St. in Sutherland where the Coopers offer a full line
of spinnerbaits designed by Jason, along with other fishing equipment as well.
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Jaron Cooper puts together spinnerbaits at his parent’s Big Eye
Spinnerbait shop in Sutherland. His father, Jason Cooper, started
making his own spinnerbaits when he wanted a heavier bait for fish-
ing walleye tournaments. From their home garage, the Coopers have
moved into a building at 1024 First St. in Sutherland where they offer
a full line of spinnerbaits designed by Jason, along with other fishing
equipment as well.

Trooper
Jerry Smith
remembered:
‘life of service’
1st patrolman killed in
line of duty in 20 years
buried in Scottsbluff

Please see TROOPER, Page A2

Please see FISH, Page A2

Fiery Democratic debate: Race,
age, health care and Trump

MIAMI (AP) — Democrat-
ic divisions over race, age and
ideology surged into public
view in Thursday night’s pres-
idential debate, a prime-time
clash punctuated by a heated
exchange between former Vice
President Joe Biden and Cali-
fornia Sen. Kamala Harris.

It was one of several moments
that left the 76-year-old Biden,
who entered the night as his
party’s fragile front-runner, on
the defensive as he worked to
convince voters across America
that he’s still in touch with the
Democratic Party of 2020 — and
best-positioned to deny Presi-

dent Donald Trump a second
term.

“I do not believe you are a
racist,” Harris said to Biden,
though she described his record
of working with Democratic
segregationist senators on non-
race issues as “hurtful.”

Biden called Harris’ criticism
“a complete mischaracteriza-
tion of my record.” He declared,
“I ran because of civil rights”
and later accused the Trump
administration of embracing
racism.

The debate marked an abrupt
turning point in a Democratic
primary in which candidates

have largely tiptoed around
each other, focusing instead
on their shared desire to beat
Trump. But the debate revealed
just how deep the fissures are
within the Democratic Party
eight months before primary
voting begins.

Thursday’s debate, like the
one a night earlier, gave mil-
lions of Americans their first
peek inside the Democrats’ un-
ruly 2020 season.

The showdown featured four
of the five strongest candidates
— according to early polls, at

Please see DEBATE, Page A2
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