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The proverbial “offer
you can’t refuse” is leading
Matthew Kibbon and his
family back to Wyoming.

North Platte Mayor Dwight
Livingston announced
Wednesday that Kibbon, 42,
has resigned as city adminis-
trator after three months on
the job.

He’ll be returning to his
old job at the
University
of Wyoming
in Laramie,
where Kibbon
had been depu-
ty director for
planning and
construction
since 2015.

This time,
however, he
expects to occupy that post
temporarily “with an oppor-
tunity for progression” to
become the university’s as-
sociate vice president for
operations, Kibbon told The
Telegraph.

The City Council on April
21 confirmed Kibbon’s hir-
ing to succeed Jim Hawks,
who retired at the end of
May after 16 years as city ad-
ministrator and 17 in North
Platte city government.

Livingston nominated
Kibbon April 9 from among
three finalists who received
second interviews from a
committee of city officials
and City Council members.

Kibbon told The Telegraph
he’ll leave no later than
Oct. 27 but will stay at
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Tax, incentive compromise moves forward

By PAUL HAMMEL
Omaha World-Herald

LINCOLN — A last-minute
compromise on a trio of ma-
jor issues facing the Nebraska
Legislature advanced on a re-
sounding 43-2 vote Wednesday.

But it did so without the sup-
port of Sens. Mike Groene of
North Platte and Steve Erdman
of Bayard, who harshly criti-
cized the compromise as falling
far short of meaningful proper-
ty tax relief.

The measure, introduced a
day earlier as a full-scale re-

write of Legislative Bill 1107, was
portrayed as an imperfect but
financially doable step in pro-
viding tax relief and attracting
more jobs and residents to the
state.

“We have an opportunity to
not only make Nebraska a more
inviting place but a better place
to live,” said Speaker Jim Scheer
of Norfolk, who brokered the
compromise among a so-called
“super seven” group of lawmak-
ers.

Another key member of the
seven, Omaha Sen. Lou Ann

Linehan, said LB 1107 would
help “everyone in the state” by
making home ownership more
affordable, encouraging job
growth and possibly enabling a
game-changing, $2.6 billion proj-
ect at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center in Omaha.

Besides property tax relief, the
compromise also includes:

» An updating of the state’s
33-year-old business tax in-
centives program, dubbed the
ImagiNE Act. The current ver-
sion, the Nebraska Advantage
Act, expires after this year.

» A pledge of $300 million in
state funds toward the NExT
Project at UNMC should the fed-
eral government and private

Groene, Erdman criticize proposal for
not supplying enough property tax relief

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@
nptelegraph.com

With his two-year push
for comprehensive prop-
erty tax relief dead, State
Sen. Mike Groene of North
Platte warned Wednesday
that a last-minute compro-
mise wouldn’t add much tax
relief for Nebraskans.

That would be true in
North Platte, at least at

the start, according to a
Telegraph analysis.

Had Legislative Bill 1107
been in place last year, the
effective combined first-
year property-tax break for
three North Platte homes
would have risen only from
5% to 7.9%.

That’s based on informa-
tion from Groene’s office
and The Telegraph’s annual

Analysis: Initial tax relief
from proposal would be small
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By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Bright and early Monday morning,
the North Platte High School Marching
Band dedicated time to prepare for a
season that still hangs in the balance.

The ever-changing dynamics of the
COVID-19 pandemic bring uncertainty
about whether the band will actually
be able to perform. Band director Brett
Bradley, who is starting his 25th year
at North Platte, said the students are
working hard regardless.

“I love working with the kids,”
Bradley said Wednesday, the third day
of band camp. “I work with the cream
of the crop and that’s why I love my
job, because they’re there because they
want to be.”

The students were wearing masks
Wednesday while walking through
their routines on the field. The band
has also been divided into sections to
rehearse the music, with some of the
students playing their instruments in

small groups while social distancing
and others working on the marching
routine.

The groups are separated on the field.
Some sections practice on the south
end of the field near the scoreboard and
others on the north end on the track.

The drum section and saxophone sec-
tions were practicing their routines
Wednesday in the school parking lot to
keep as much separation as possible.

Of the early rehearsals, Bradley said,
“It’s going really well. The kids are
working really hard and they are so
happy to be together again.”

His concern is that students will put
in all the work but their season could
end at any moment.

“As far as what our season looks like
at home football games, we’ve talked
about how we can social distance the
band,” Bradley said. “Maybe putting
them in bleachers in the south end zone
on the track to keep them away from
the fans so we don’t have that many in

the stands there.”
Bradley said he and NPHS Activities

Director Jordan Cudney have been
talking all summer about what can be
done. Only one band competition is still
on the books, in Kearney, but Bradley
said he has doubts it will happen.

“I’m not real confident about that
because right now we are at 25 kids
and one parent per bus,” Bradley said.
“When you’re taking 110 kids, that
means five buses.”

There has been discussion at the
state level about what the schools might
do through an online platform.

“The Nebraska State Bandmasters
Association is talking about doing a
virtual marching festival where ev-
ery band would video themselves and
upload it,” Bradley said. “Everybody
would be able to watch each others’
shows, but I don’t know if it would be
for ratings. I don’t know how you would
do that.”

Please see BAND, Page A2

With many questions, North Platte High School band begins practice

Marching into action
Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

The North Platte High School Marching Band drum section rehearses Wednesday morning in the school parking lot, as
they prepare for the opening of school. The band will perform at halftime of the home football games.
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