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Cloudy today, then cloudy with a
chance of rain in the evening. Find
our full five-day forecast on page B8.
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Sailors improve to 5-0
with 60-18 thumping of

Hemingford.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

SUTHERLAND STAYS
UNDEFEATED
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n BARBECUE BATTLE NP Public Schools’ Bulldog Backyard BBQ
and Tailgate Party benefits local teachers. LOCAL, PAGE A3
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Anthony Hinde helps his 3-year-old son, Royce, cross West State Farm Road by North Platte Community Col-
lege Thursday afternoon. The North Platte Trails Network has applied for a federal grant with the goal of con-
necting trails and ending the need for users to cross the busy county road for access to them.

Happier trails ahead
By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

A local group is working
toward extending a recre-
ational trail while increas-
ing safety for those who
walk, run or ride on it.

The North Platte Trails
Network has applied for a
federal grant to connect a
roughly half-mile trail that
runs along West State Farm
Road, just outside the North
Platte city limits, with the
existing Buffalo Bill and the
West Central Research and
Extension trails.

The project would not only
increase the overall mileage
of trails in the area but also
end the need for trail users
to cross the busy county
road. It has been a concern
for years and was spotlight-
ed by an accident where a

bicyclist was killed after be-
ing struck by a car on West
State Farm Road in 2011.

“It’s just a narrow coun-
ty road. There’s not wide
shoulders and there’s not
a lot of room,” Ann Dim-
mitt, a trails network board
member, said earlier this
week. “Even if you get on
the shoulder to get out of the
way (of vehicles), it’s kind of
an angle, and it is just not re-
ally conducive to the amount
of people who use it.”

The cost of the project is
estimated at $204,603.

The North Platte group
applied for a grant through
the Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission Recre-
ation Trails Program. The
Recreational Trails Pro-
gram grant is funded by the

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Chris Jarvis qualified for the Bos-
ton Marathon more than a dozen times,
making the trip to the legendary start
in Hopkinton, Massachusetts in 1994.
On Sunday, runners in North Platte will
do their best to qualify for the world-re-
nowned event.

The Chris Jarvis Autumn River Run
Marathon is a memorial to the man whose
“running accomplishments, however, are
not what made him legendary,” according

Local group looks to expand, increase safety of trail system
Future of
girls rehab
center still
unclear

By MARTHA STODDARD
BH News Service

GENEVA — The future of the trou-
bled state institution for female ju-
venile offenders in Geneva remains
cloudy, nearly six weeks after state
officials emptied the facility.

Dannette Smith, CEO of the Ne-
braska Department of Health and
Human Services, told a panel of state
lawmakers Wednesday that she is
still putting together a plan for serv-
ing the teenage girls who were re-
moved from the Youth Rehabilitation
and Treatment Center-Geneva.

She had ordered the girls moved to
a similar institution for boys in Ke-
arney on Aug. 19, after concluding
that staff shortages, inadequate pro-
gramming and deteriorating build-
ings had combined to create an ur-
gent situation.

On Wednesday, she would not say
whether girls would return to Gene-
va, stay in Kearney or go elsewhere.
Nor would she say what changes
might be made in their programs
and services. She offered no timeline
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A mound of tires sits in the
North Platte Transfer Station
yard after a free collection
Thursday morning. There was a
line of 20 cars when the col-
lection began at 7 a.m. The tire
drop-off for local residents was
scheduled to last three days, but
the limit of 100 tons of tires was
gathered in three hours. “We
were record-breaking busy,”
said Charles Merrell, who was
working at the tire collection
site. The drop-off was a com-
bined effort of Keep North Platte
and Lincoln County Beautiful
and the Nebraska Department
of Environment and Energy.

A hundred tons of tires in 3 hours

Sunday river run
honors legacy of NP
athlete Chris Jarvis

Please see TRAILS, Page A2

Please see RUN, Page A2
BH News Service

Tiles are missing and wires are ex-
posed in the Sacagawea Cottage at
the Youth Treatment and Rehabilita-
tion Center in Geneva.

HHS still working
on plan for female
juvenile offenders

Please see CENTER, Page A2

Brexit, LGBTQ in
state social studies
standards final draft
By JOE DEJKA
BH News Service

Students would be encouraged
to look at history from multiple
perspectives under a final draft
of new Nebraska social studies
standards released this week.

Several words and phrases
appear in the draft that aren’t
in the existing state standards,
including LGBTQ, the Ten Com-
mandments, Brexit, Apple Pay
and hypernationalism.

Members of the Nebraska
State Board of Education will
consider approving the stan-
dards next month.

The draft standards, written
by a group of Nebraska educa-
tors, reflect what students should
know about, and be able to do, in
history, government, civics, ge-
ography and economics.

School districts must with-
in a year adopt the standards

Please see DRAFT, Page A2
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