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Partly sunny and breezy with a
chance of rain in the evening. Find
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OUR FURRY FRIENDS Pets can provide companionship, therapy as we get older. FOCUS, PAGE C1
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Fight night
Former Bulldog wrestler

Jayson Scott wins
at MCF 18.

SPORTS, PAGE B1

Trick-'-"eat # O$ Block

Bring the kids for candy and crafts at our Halloween Open House,
3:30–4:30 p.m. Oct. 31 at 1400 S. Dewey St.
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n a t i o n a l b a n k

Learn more at
NebraskaLandBank.com/Events.

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

County commission to take up South River Road easements

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Preliminary steps to developing part of
a 62-acre site in western North Platte could
be taken Tuesday night, some 3½ years af-
ter the area was declared eligible for tax in-
crement financing.

The Planning Commission will decide af-
ter two public hearings whether to endorse
zoning changes and a proposed subdivision
for multifamily housing and “neighbor-
hood commercial” businesses on the site’s
westernmost 20.3 acres.

The panel also will welcome two new
members and elect a new presiding officer
during Tuesday’s meeting, which starts
at 5:30 p.m. in the council chamber at City
Hall, 211 W. Third St.

Ideas for building housing on the site
along West A Street have been mulled since
the City Council voted 6-2 to declare the
area “blighted and substandard” in April
2016.

However, no specific site plans or TIF
proposals are on Tuesday night’s agenda
regarding the site, currently owned by W.F.
Hoppe Lumber Co. of Lincoln.

PR-1 “planned dwelling” zoning now cov-
ers Hoppe’s entire 62-acre tract, which lies
north of West A between Lakeview Boule-
vard and Dixie Avenue.

No buildings currently sit on the tract,
which stretches north to existing homes
near West Second Street. A creek bisects
the tract from northwest to southeast.

Tuesday night’s Planning Commission
agenda items, however, would affect only
the western one-third of the tract extending

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The Lincoln County Commis-
sioners will once again be con-
sidering acquiring easements
on Monday to allow the county

to rebuild West South River
Road.

The contracts with Char-Mar-
Long Limited Partnership have
been in negotiations for some
time. One contract will give

permanent easement in approx-
imately 5.14 acres and the other
will be acceptance of the dona-
tion of a temporary easement
in approximately .07 acres on
the property in question. The
property lies roughly just south
of the current road that was
washed out in the 2015 spring
flooding.

The board will consider sev-
eral items concerning the ex-
pansion of the Lincoln County
Detention Center. The hiring of
an architect for the project will
be decided through the answers
to three questions up for discus-
sion.

Those questions are:
» Does the Lincoln County

Board continue negotiations
with TreanorHL, Inc. and if so,
are there any restrictions re-
garding what subcontractors
TreanorHL may utilize?

» If the Lincoln County
Board continues negotiations
with TreanorHL, then discus-
sion with the Lincoln County

Officials want to purchase property from
Char-Mar-Long to rebuild washed out road

Planning
to discuss
West A
development
Developer proposing
subdivision, ‘neighborhood
commercial businesses’

Please see PLANNING, Page A2

Please see ROAD, Page A2

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

GOTHENBURG — The competi-
tors no longer make a living at it,
but hand cornhusking brings out
those who love participating in
the old tradition.

On Saturday, the 2019 Nebraska
State Hand Cornhusking Compe-

tition began the weekend at the
Hecox Farms south of Gothen-
burg. More than 50 competitors
worked their way down the rows
of corn and tossing the cobs into a
wagon that moved with them.

Roland Lauer, 92, who has been
a Nebraska and National Corn-
husking champion multiple times,

moved rapidly from stalk to stalk
ripping the husks off without
much difficulty.

“I was third nationally in 2018
and I took first in the state,” Lauer
said. “When they first started the
competition years ago in Gothen-
burg, my boys signed me up and

Still at the top of his game

92-year-old among competitors at Hand Cornhusking Competition

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Roland Lauer, 92, husks corn by hand as he competes in the Nebraska State Hand Cornhusking competi-
tion south of Gothenburg on Saturday. Lauer has won both the Nebraska State competition several times and
the National Cornhusking championship three times. The volunteers are watching his time as he moves from
one cornstalk to the next during the 15-minute time frame allotted for the competition.

Please see HAND, Page A2
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