
By RICK RUGGLES
BH News Service

The presidential search committee
has finished its work and forwarded
the names of candidates for the Uni-
versity of Nebraska’s presidency to the
Board of Regents.

NU Regent Jim Pillen, who headed
the search committee, said Wednes-
day in a phone interview that his
committee has “identified candidates,
or semi-finalists, to advance to the
board.” He declined to say how many
candidates have been forwarded to the
regents.

Asked if he or the regents has a sin-
gle person in mind, Pillen said, “The
board is going to be ready at the appro-
priate time to name a priority candi-
date.” He declined to say yes or no to
the question about a favorite candi-
date.

Dr. Jeffrey Gold, chancellor of the
NU Medical Center and the University
of Nebraska at Omaha, said Tuesday
in a public discussion that the search
committee’s work is probably done.

By state law, which was changed
three years ago, the regents no longer
have to release the names of four pres-
idential finalists. They can identify a
“priority candidate” and are not re-
quired to name anyone else.

The priority candidate then fac-
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Crews racing against winter

Todd von Kampen / The North Platte Telegraph

Northbound traffic on North Platte’s South Dewey Street (U.S.
Highway 83) now must navigate through barricades on both sides
of the East Philip Avenue intersection. As some Paulsen Inc. work-
ers keep applying finishing touches to the reconstruction of Phil-
ip east to Cottonwood Street (background), other workers began
preparations Wednesday to tear out and rebuild the single block
between Jeffers and Dewey streets.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

The race to winter is on for
North Platte and Lincoln Coun-
ty road and street engineers
still fighting delays from last
winter’s late snows and fre-
quent spring and summer rains.

County officials, however,
are sweating more as they wait
for road contractors who were
hired in April but have been

tied up by repair projects in
flood-ravaged eastern Nebras-
ka.

Highway Superintendent Car-
la O’Dell said Western Engi-
neering Co. Inc. crews now are
expected next week, more than
halfway through their contract-
ed September-November win-
dow to complete asphalt overlay
projects on seven roads and in
four rural subdivisions.

They’re busy in the east end

of the state trying to do projects
I assume they had scheduled be-
fore ours,” O’Dell said.

Meanwhile, North Platte’s
highest-profile street project of
2019 launched its last phase as
Paulsen Inc. crews Wednesday
closed off the one-block-long
segment of East Philip Avenue
between Jeffers and Dewey
streets.

Other workers for the Cozad-
based contractor continued
mop-up work on the repoured
concrete stretch of Philip be-
tween Dewey and Cottonwood

City begins second Philip Avenue
project as county awaits contractors

Please see RACING, Page A2

The Associated Press

A toxicology team gathers samples inside the Sky Valley Educa-
tion Center school on Jan. 4 in Monroe, Washington. The samples
were tested for PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, as well as di-
oxins and furans. A lawsuit filed on behalf of several families and
teachers claims that officials failed to adequately respond to PCBs,
or polychlorinated biphenyls, in the school.

Toxic PCBs linger in schools;
EPA, lawmakers fail to act

University
regents may
be closing
in on next
president
Search committee
says it has sent list,
no names released
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By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

National statistics show that
one of three teenage girls or young
women will be sexually assaulted

before they are 24 years old.
With that information, Gabe

Moseman stood before a high
school crowd seated in the bleach-
ers at the McDonald-Belton gymna-

sium on Wednesday afternoon and
asked them to close their eyes and
think of three people in their lives
who fit that category.

Statewide group talks to area teens
about sexual violence at FCCLA conference

‘Say something. Do something’

Tim Johnson / The North Platte Telegraph

Gabe Moseman holds his head in his hands during an argument with Melany Donoghue during a scene in the
play “It’s Complicated” performed by the Center for Survivors Revolution troupe on Wednesday at the McDon-
ald-Belton gymnasium.

Please see TEENS, Page A2

MONROE, Wash. (AP) — At
first, teachers at Sky Valley
Education Center simply evac-
uated students and used fans
to clear the air when the flu-
orescent lights caught fire or
smoked with noxious fumes.
When black oil dripped onto
desks and floors, they caught
leaks with a bucket and duct-
taped oil-stained carpets.

Then came the tests that con-
firmed their suspicions about
the light ballasts.

“Sure enough ... it was PCB

oil,” said Cynthia Yost, who was
among teachers who sent piec-
es of carpet and classroom air
filters to a lab. Tests found ele-
vated levels of the toxic chem-
icals, used as coolant in the
decades-old ballasts that regu-
lated electrical current to the
lamps.

PCBs, or polychlorinated
biphenyls, are mixtures of
compounds manufactured by
Monsanto Co. and widely used
as coolants and lubricants in
electrical equipment until they

were banned in 1979.
Millions of fluorescent light

ballasts containing PCBs prob-
ably remain in schools and day
care centers across the U.S.
four decades after the chemi-
cals were banned over concerns
that they could cause cancer
and other illnesses. Many older
buildings also have caulk, ceil-
ing tiles, floor adhesives and
paint made with PCBs, which
sometimes have been found at

Please see PCB, Page A2
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