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A father and son from north central
Nebraska were killed in a plane crash
Sunday in South Dakota, just across the
border from Nebraska’s Cherry County.

Clint VanderWey, who was piloting
the Cessna 140, and Jed VanderWey,
16, were pronounced dead at the scene,
according to the Todd County (S.D.)
Sheriff’s Office. The VanderWeys lived
north of Crookston, which is about 12
miles northwest of Valentine.

The plane came down in a sparsely
populated area north of Crookston and
east of St. Francis, South Dakota, ac-
cording to Mike Hodges, an investiga-
tor with the National Transportation
Safety Board. The wreckage was dis-
covered Sunday evening.
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Ready to begin work

Long-delayed by storm repair, NDOT annual plan released Two die in
small plane
crash north
of Valentine
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Brandon Kelliher, left, visits with Randy and Penny Billingsley of
North Platte Tuesday evening before announcing his candidacy for
North Platte mayor at the downtown Switchyard restaurant. Kelliher,
chief information officer at Great Plains Health, is the first declared
mayoral candidate in the 2020 election race.

GPH exec plans mayoral run

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Stating his desire to build
community consensus from
atop a black-painted box
“stump,” Brandon Kelliher
Tuesday became the first de-
clared candidate for North
Platte mayor in next year’s city
elections.

“I know that if we work to-
gether, we can really build
something fantastic,” the Great
Plains Health chief informa-
tion officer told about 50 people
at the downtown Switchyard
restaurant. “We can make a city
that is in fact growing and pros-
pering.”

Kelliher, 50, said he has long
“listened to the issues of North
Platte” — especially the need
for more jobs and better hous-
ing — as a born-and-bred res-
ident who left only for college
and then came home.

The 1987 North Platte High

School graduate said he de-
clared his plans eight months
before the May 2020 primary
so he can meet with and gather
thoughts from a wide variety of
residents.

His website (bkmayor.com)
calls for pursuing “responsible
spending,” planning for “pro-
active improvements” in North
Platte’s infrastructure and
“making North Platte a busi-
ness-friendly community” with
more employers and improved
wages.

“We have to figure out as a

Brandon Kelliher
becomes first
candidate in race
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Husband of North
Platte native, their
son victims in incident
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A $3.39 million project to overlay the North Jeffers Street viaduct across the Union Pacific tracks is included
in the Nebraska Department of Transportation’s one-year plan, released Tuesday.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@
nptelegraph.com

Nebraska roads of-
ficials’ flood-delayed
2019-20 construction
plan includes repairs
and repaving on three
key bridges and over-
passes in and just out-
side North Platte.

Work would also be-
gin — albeit outside
the city’s Nebraska
Department of Trans-
portation district —
on the long-awaited
“super-two” upgrade
of U.S. Highway 83 be-
tween North Platte and
McCook.

NDOT officials Tues-
day released their
$782 million statewide
one-year construction
program, an announce-
ment usually made
each July.

It was put off this
year by the crush of
statewide repairs after
the March 14 “bomb
cyclone,” department
Director Kyle Schne-
weis said at an Aug.
23 Nebraska Highway
Commission meeting
in North Platte.

With work still
left on $150 million
in flood-related road
and bridge projects,
NDOT’s one-year plan
identifies both top-pri-
ority and “standby”
projects. The latter
will proceed if cash
flow permits.

The department
plans to update its con-
struction plans online,
Schneweis said in a
Tuesday press release.

“We are in a good
place, and as feder-

One-year and stand-
by projects listed, with
their estimated costs,
in the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Transportation’s
2019-20 road construc-
tion program for North
Platte-based District 6:

One-year
» U.S. 83 and 30, North

Platte: upgrades to
traffic signal controllers,
$158,000.

» Interstate 80, Roscoe to
Paxton: concrete seal, 11.3
miles, $1.93 million.

» U.S. 83, Thedford north:
milling and resurfacing, 7.3
miles, $2.87 million.

» Various highways,
North Platte area: bridge
and viaduct repair and
overlay, $3.39 million.

» U.S. 183, Ansley:
viaduct rehabilitation and
bridge work, $6.87 million.

» U.S. 30, Maxwell to
Brady: milling and resur-
facing, 9.9 miles, $6.87
million.

Standby
» Nebraska 2, Grant

County: install dynamic
message signs, $2.45
million.

» Nebraska 2, Hyannis
to Whitman: milling and
resurfacing, 13.6 miles,
$6.59 million.

» I-80, Lincoln County:
install dynamic message
signs, $890,000.

» I-80, Lexington to
Overton: install crossovers
for future reconstruction,
$1.13 million.

» I-80, Overton east:
crack seal, 7 miles,
$374,000.

» Nebraska 97, Tryon to
Mullen: milling and resur-
facing, 12.7 miles, $9.37
million.

Planned 2019-20 projects
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PD to wear
pink patches
in October
By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

North Platte police officers will be
seen wearing a pink patch, instead of
their usual department patch, on their
left sleeves during October for breast
cancer awareness month.

Members of the public can also buy
the patches for $10, with the proceeds
going to Callahan Cancer Center at
Great Plains Health. Patches can be
bought and picked up at the North
Platte Police Department.

Police also are decking one of the de-
partment’s Ford Explorers with two big
pink ribbon decals for the month.

Money raised will be used for gas
cards, food cards, gift cards for nutri-
tional stores, and other travel and liv-
ing expenses for people receiving treat-
ment at Callahan Cancer Center, Police
Officer Beth Kerr said.

“A lot of people travel to get treated,
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