
By SAM MCKEWON
The Omaha World-Herald

LINCOLN — A hot mic caught University
of Nebraska President Ted Carter on a hot
topic Tuesday morning: The return of Big
Ten football this fall.

Before the announcement of NU’s 5-year,
$92-million research deal for the school’s
National Strategic Institute, Carter was
caught on an open microphone telling
another person the Big Ten will soon an-
nounce the return of football season this
fall.

“We’re getting ready to announce
Husker, Big Ten football tonight,” Carter
said. A moment later, Carter added the
decision was a “good move in the right di-
rection.”

Interviewed by Lincoln TV station KLKN
afterward, Carter said his comments were
“picked up a little out of context.”

“All I said is, ‘There’s work going on,’
and I remain cautiously optimistic — like
everybody else — that we’ll get to discover-
ing when it’s safe to play,” Carter said.

The league in the last week has been re-
considering the decision made Aug. 11
to postpone the season. Multiple reports
suggest Oct. 17 is the target date for the
league’s return. The Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel reported Tuesday afternoon a
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Sales-tax totals up 1.3% from 2018-19

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Somehow, and despite
COVID-19, North Platte will
end its fiscal year having col-

lected more city sales-tax
money than in 2018-19.

June’s surprising, re-
cord-breaking $829,910 net
sales-tax collection will be fol-
lowed by an $801,290 check for
July, the Nebraska Department
of Revenue said this week.

That left the city’s final
2019-20 sales-tax total at $8.24
million — 1.3% above 2018-
19’s $8.13 million — though
net sales taxes were depressed
by the coronavirus pandemic
from March through May.

It also meant North Platte’s
Quality Growth Fund, the
city’s sales-tax reserve fund
for local economic aid, will
end its fiscal year Sept. 30 with
$547,927 in fresh income from
June’s and July’s collections.

Voters will decide Nov. 3 on
another 10-year renewal for
the 20-year-old QGF, which
receives new money only if
annual sales-tax collections
reach a preset “trigger point.”
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North Platte Police Chief Daniel Hudson, left, received an
award at Tuesday night’s City Council meeting from the Rev.
Michael Broome of North Platte, president of the Nebraska chap-
ter of the Coalition of African American Pastors. Broome, a retired
20-year Chicago police officer, presented the award to Hudson
and the Police Department for their positive treatment of Black
residents of North Platte, including Hudson’s presence alongside
demonstrators at the May 31 Black Lives Matter protest in down-
town North Platte that followed the death of George Floyd in police
custody in Minneapolis.

By MARTHA STODDARD
Omaha World-Herald

LINCOLN — Nebraska
collected nearly $68 mil-
lion more in net tax revenue
than projected for August,
according to figures re-

leased Tuesday by the state
Department of Revenue.

The higher-than-expected
revenues reflects the state’s
economic strength, despite
the disruptions caused by

State collects $68 million more
net tax revenue than expected
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By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

After four months of de-
bate, two drafts and three
subsequent amendments, an
ordinance updating North
Platte’s housing-maintenance
codes cleared the City Council
Tuesday.

An ordinance making the
changes won 7-1 final approval,
the same margin by which the
measure’s second draft was ad-
vanced Aug. 18 and Sept. 1.

Council members also unan-
imously adopted an unrelated
ordinance rezoning the east
side of Newberry Access Road
for heavy industrial use be-
tween U.S. Highway 30 and just
north of the South Platte River.

That vote followed a 6-2
decision to suspend the coun-
cil rule requiring three

“yes” votes on ordinances.
Councilmen Ty Lucas and Jim
Carman voted against doing
so but joined in passing the re-
zoning.

The lengthy road to passage
of the housing-code update be-
gan in May, but its initial draft
was set aside after one favor-
able council vote for revisions
by a special mayor’s commit-
tee.

An informal group of North
Platte community leaders
pushed for the rewrite, say-

ing the city needed to take
stronger action to correct sub-
standard housing conditions
affecting some lower-income
renters.

The heart of the new ordi-
nance updates housing codes
to clarify city building in-
spectors’ authority to seek
enforcement of building health
and safety codes when they en-
counter dangerous conditions
or violations are brought to
their attention.

Its language replaces the
words “health inspector” with
“building inspector” in 21
places, recognizing that the
city hasn’t employed a health
inspector to handle building
health and safety issues since
1981.

Some North Platte landlords

By NANCY GAARDER
The Omaha World-Herald

Smoke from Western wild-
fires might be more noticeable in
Nebraska on Wednesday, and the

air quality could possibly be af-
fected in the western two-thirds
of the state.

The National Weather Service
is advising residents in south-cen-

tral and western Nebraska to
pay attention to air quality
Wednesday in case the wildfire
smoke gets thick enough to cause

Wildfires out West, cold front could effect air quality Wednesday

Smoke on the prairie
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A canna lily is silhouetted by the setting sun in a hazy sky Tuesday over in Antrim Township near
Greencastle, Pennsylvania. Smoke from wildfires burning on the West Coast has traveled across the
United States through the jet stream.

Council passes revised housing codes
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