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Mostly sunny today, then rainy and
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Kearney Catholic
edges North Platte in

five-set affair.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

DAWGS DROP
TIGHT ONE

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2019 WWW.NPTELEGRAPH.COM

n BIRDHOUSE Readers submitted a plethora of bird
photos in September. See the best. CONNECT, PAGE C1
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The Associated Press

A CSX freight train rolls past downtown Pittsburgh on June 24.

A push for one-man crews

OMAHA (AP) — The biggest
U.S. freight railroads appear
ready to renew their push to re-
duce their crews to one person
from the current two-man op-
eration used at major railroads
now.

Eight U.S. railroads have filed
a federal lawsuit against the

union that represents rail con-
ductors to force the union to ne-
gotiate about crew sizes during
the next round of contract talks
that starts in November.

The union says the railroads
are undermining the bargain-
ing process by turning to courts
to force the issue.

The railroads argue they
should be allowed to negotiate
to have the discretion to operate
trains with reduced crews and
possibly move conductors out
of locomotives to ground-based
jobs.

Labor agreements requiring
two-person crews have been in
place for roughly 30 years at the
major railroads, although many
short-line railroads operate
with one-man crews already.

Country’s largest railroads to renew
push during SMART contract talks

Please see CREWS, Page A2

McCook
man dies
in Frontier
County wreck

Telegraph staff reports

MAYWOOD — A 28-year-old McCook man
died in a two-vehicle crash approximately
three miles north of Maywood on U.S. High-
way 83 Monday afternoon.

Keith Padilla was pronounced dead at the
scene, according to a Frontier County Sher-
iff’s Office press release issued Tuesday.
The driver of the other vehicle, a semitrailer
truck, was transported to McCook Communi-
ty Hospital with minor injuries.

According to the release, the 2007 Ford
Taurus driven by Padilla was headed south
on Highway 83, crossed the center line while
attempting to pass a vehicle and hit head-on
with the northbound semi.

The accident was called in to the Sheriff’s
Office 911 center at 2:36 p.m. Monday.

The accident is under investigation by the
Sheriff’s Office with the assistance of the Ne-
braska State Patrol.

An autopsy has been ordered on Padilla,
according to the press release. Drugs and al-
cohol are suspected as a contributing factor.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

One of the basic questions hospice chaplain
Richard Karr asks is: “Are you afraid and
what can we do to change that?”

Karr has been volunteering since 2006 and
serving as hospice chaplain since 2010 at
Great Plains Health. He will be closing out
this chapter in his life Oct. 31.

“You have to have a calling to be on the hos-
pice team, definitely,” Karr said with strong
emotion in his voice. “It’s hard to explain.
You’re in there where God’s working and it’s
just difficult to explain. But you know, you
know that you know.”

Former hospital chaplain Terry Cook, who
has since passed away, sent Karr an email in-
viting him to become a hospice volunteer.

“After four years, I guess Terry was hav-
ing trouble keeping up with all the hospital
employees, and everything and the hospice
people were concerned they weren’t getting

Tree planting with a team

Mentors, mentees help city plant trees

Above: Lyle Minshull, director
of the North Platte City Parks
Department, shows Commu-

nity Connections mentors and
mentees the steps in preparing

to plant a “Prairie Expedition”
maple tree on Tuesday night

along West 16th Street. Com-
munity Connections matches

kindergartners through seventh
graders with adult mentors who

like similar activities. At right:
Community Connections mentor

Steve Heinzel and his mentee
Joseph Brannan work together

on planting a “Flash Fire” maple
tree.
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Sheriff’s Office: Driver
trying to pass another vehicle
struck semitrailer head-on

GPH hospice
chaplain stepping
down from
volunteer position

Please see GPH, Page A2
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