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Platte River Mall’s redevelopment plan
— and the lion’s share of its new owners’
request for city assistance — takes cen-
ter stage before the North Platte Planning
Commission Tuesday.

The 5:30 p.m. meeting in the City Hall
council chamber, 211 W. Third St., fea-
tures a public hearing on the plan and its
requests for tax increment financing and
a temporary 1.95% “occupation tax” con-
fined to mall purchases.

After the hearing, the nine-member
panel will decide whether to recommend
City Council approval of the plan and
North Platte Mall LLC’s final subdivision
plat.

Rev Development LLC partners Mike
Works and Justin Hernandez of Lincoln,
who bought the 49-year-old mall in
November, have presented a $74.95 mil-
lion plan for a near-total renovation of the
28-acre complex.

The 241,000-square-foot main indoor
mall would be gradually transformed
into an outward-facing strip mall. Ashley
HomeStore would remain, as would the
vacant six-plex movie theater under a
new operator.

Eleven new outbuildings are planned —
led by a four-story apartment-commercial
structure near the mall’s west entrance
— while existing outbuildings except for
Verizon Wireless would eventually be re-
moved.

Existing mall businesses would be
encouraged to relocate within the com-
plex. That includes Nebraskaland Tire &
Service and Arby’s, both of which would
move into newly constructed outbuild-
ings.

The redevelopment plan includes the
two largest pieces of a proposed $16.63
million in gradual city aid: $8.12 million
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It remains to be seen wheth-
er North Platte will face a
major spike in housing de-
mand from a possible beef
processing plant.

Even if it does, the few folks
who remember World War II
might say, “Housing shortage?
Well, let me tell you ...”

After the war ended on Sept.
2, 1945, North Platte, Nebraska
and the nation despaired over
where to house their returning
service members.

Even without a major war
industry, the hometown of the
World War II Canteen had to
take extraordinary measures
to accommodate those wanting
to live here.

One was North Platte’s first
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Lincoln 4-year-old Joshua Vinson Jr. was crowned the ultimate
Josh on Saturday in Air Park.
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These two blocks of West 11th Street were the site of North Platte’s first trailer park — an emergency
measure to house returning World War II veterans and their families — from 1946 to 1948.

Courtesy of National Archives, Atlanta

This 1943 photo shows single-unit house trailers in the temporary
World War II community near Oak Ridge, Tennessee, for workers on
the Manhattan Project that produced the world’s first atomic bombs.
The U.S. government sent 64 such trailers and 16 expandable trailers
in 1946 from Oak Ridge to North Platte, where they housed returning
World War II veterans and their families until 1948 in a temporary trailer
park — the city’s first — in the 900 and 1000 blocks of West 11th Street.
The trailers then were sold as surplus.

Growing housing stock

Extraordinary measures were needed during
North Platte’s 1st shortage after World War II

‘Little Josh’ dubbed winner of the Battle
of the Joshes; community also benefits
By LIBBY SELINE
Lincoln Journal Star

With one final swing of his
red pool noodle, Josh Vinson Jr.
— nicknamed “Little Josh” by
the crowd — won the inaugural
Battle of the Joshes on Saturday.

Hundreds of people — some
from as far away as Washington
and New Jersey — circled around
him as a Burger King crown
too big for the 4-year-old’s head
fell to his shoulders. His dad —
Josh Vinson Sr. — shouted “lift
him up,” and a man proudly lift-
ed Little Josh on his shoulders.

The crowd cheered as Little Josh
showed his championship belt.

“It’s pretty awesome,” said
Vinson Sr., reflecting on his
son’s new fame.

The idea for the event originat-
ed a year ago with a Facebook
message to people named
Josh Swain. The original Josh
Swain — a college student from
Arizona — wanted Joshes to bat-
tle to determine the real Josh
Swain and picked random coor-
dinates and a date to meet.

The coordinates placed
Swain in Lincoln, and Joshes

from across the country gath-
ered at a green area in Air
Park and swung pool noodles
to determine the one true Josh.

A Josh Swain from Omaha
showed up, but lost a game of
rock-paper-scissors, and thus
his chance of being named the
real Josh Swain.

In addition to the pool noodle
battle and rock-paper-scissors
duel, people donated about
200 to 300 pounds of food for
the Food Bank of Lincoln and
raised more than $8,000 for
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