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North Platte City Council members Tuesday
gave their initial blessings to an Omaha develop-
er’s $20 million vision for market-rate apartments
and streetside businesses at West A Street and
Lakeview Boulevard.

But additional council votes lie ahead for the
plan’s rezoning ordinance, opposed by some neigh-
bors because it could lead to a convenience store
they don’t want.

After an initial hourlong public hearing, council
members started DP Management Inc.’s proposal
on its way with the following set of votes:

» 8-0 to amend the city’s 2011 comprehensive
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Edgar René performs a concert entitled “Esencia (you will live)” Tuesday at North
Platte High School. René is a member of the Justo Lamas Group, which presents
educational concerts to promote the study of the Spanish language. On Tuesday,
about 500 students and teachers from 11 area schools attended the concert. Schools
attending included Sutherland, Hershey, Brady, North Platte High School, Decatur
Community High School (Oberlin, Kansas), North Platte St. Patrick High School, Go-
thenburg, Sargent/Loup County, Sandhills High School, Wauneta-Palisade, Paxton
and Norton, Kansas.

Musician promotes study of Spanish language

The next generation Nebraska
National Guard
establishes new
infantry unit

YUTAN (AP) — The Nebraska Army National
Guard has established a new infantry battalion, an
outfit that a general says could help recruitment of
people looking for adventure.

The 2nd Battalion, 134th Infantry Regiment
was activated during a ceremony Saturday at the
guard’s parachute landing area near Yutan. It was
followed by a parachute jump by more than 100
members from a helicopter hovering 1,000 feet in
the air.

“This is just the beginning of a new chapter in Ne-
braska, getting this infantry battalion back,” said Lt.

Please see GUARD, Page A2
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The youths who planted
trees Tuesday at Iron Horse
Park near the 20th Century
Veterans Memorial are young
enough to see the fruit of their
labor when they reach adult-
hood.

North Platte Parks Director
Lyle Minshull helped a group
of TeamMates mentors and
mentees complete the tree
planting project. He explained
the proper way to plant a tree
and how to free up the roots to
give it the best opportunity to
grow.

TeamMates director Molly
Morales said one of the men-
tees was in her car on the ride
to Iron Horse Park.

“My husband (Hector) was
saying that 36 years ago when
he was about the mentee’s age,
he planted a tree at Buffalo
School,” Morales said. “He
said the mentee should go look
at it now because it’s a pretty
good size tree.”

Morales said Minshull had
offered the tree planting as a
project for the group.

“Lyle contacted us and we
just thought it would be a good
opportunity to spend some
quality time with your match-
es and have a little fun,” Mo-
rales said.

TeamMates is a mentoring
program that was founded
by former Nebraska football
coach Tom Osborne. The pro-
gram matches mentors with
students, and they interact and

participate in activities and
projects.

Minshull said he welcomed
the chance to teach young peo-
ple about trees’ benefit to the
environment.

“Trees clean the carbon di-
oxide out of the air,” Minshull
said. “We need to have more of
them around.”

There are more trees being
taken out than are being plant-
ed worldwide.

“For every 10 trees that are
taken out here in Nebraska,
only five are planted back,”
Minshull said. “Out of those
five, only two or three will sur-
vive.”

Tuesday’s weather cooperat-
ed and the group worked hard
as the sun went down behind
them.

City, TeamMates plant trees at Iron Horse Park
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North Platte Parks Director Lyle Minshull explains how to plant a tree as TeamMates mentors
and mentees get ready to plant three trees at Iron Horse Park near the 20th Century Veterans Me-
morial in North Platte on Tuesday evening.

‘Goodness, humor’ celebrated
as ‘Sesame Street’ turns 50

NEW YORK (AP) — Fifty years ago,
beloved entertainer Carol Burnett ap-
peared on the very first broadcast of
a quirky TV program that featured a
bunch of furry puppets.

“Wow, Wanda the Witch is weird,”
Burnett commented. And then —
poof — she was gone.

That show was “Sesame Street”
and Burnett, like a lot of kids, was
instantly hooked. She would return
to the show multiple times, includ-
ing visits to demonstrate to preschool
viewers where her nose was and to
smooch a rubber duckie.

“I was a big fan. I would have done
anything they wanted me to do,” she
said. “I loved being exposed to all that
goodness and humor.”

This first episode of “Sesame
Street” — sponsored by the letters
W, S and E and the numbers 2 and
3 — aired in the fall of 1969. It was a
turbulent time in America, rocked
by the Vietnam War and raw from
the assassination of the Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr. the year before. The
media, like today, was going through
disruption.

Enter “Sesame Street” creators
Joan Ganz Cooney and Lloyd Morri-
sett, who worked with Harvard Uni-
versity developmental psychologist
Gerald Lesser to build the show’s
unique approach to teaching that now
reaches 120 million children. Legend-
ary puppeteer Jim Henson supplied
the critters.

“If they could harness that power
to teach them the alphabet and their
numbers as opposed to the words to
beer commercials, you may be able
to make a really big difference,” said
Steve Youngwood, the chief operating
officer of Sesame Workshop.

The show was designed by edu-
cation professionals and child psy-
chologists with one goal: to help
low-income and minority students
aged 2-5 overcome some of the de-
ficiencies they had when entering

Please see SESAME, Page A2

Council gives
preliminary
nod to West A
development
Several area residents voice
opposition to zoning change
that would allow for businesses

Please see WEST A, Page A2
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