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SCIENCE & SUDS Paul Oettinger, owner of Pals, talks about his brewing process. FOCUS, PAGE C1

SSunSunday
Wacky win
Backup safety turned kicker Lane McCallum
lifts Nebraska past pesky Northwestern Sat-
urday at Memorial Stadium.
SPORTS, PAGE B1
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State Patrol
investigating
fatal rollover
near Paxton

Honoring our veterans
The North Platte Telegraph wants to

honor our local veterans this November.
We’ll publish a special print section

Nov. 10 plus an online gallery featuring
names, military ranks and information
about you or your loved ones who have
served our country.

For information on how to submit in-
formation, see page B6 of today’s paper.
Nomination deadline is Nov. 1.

Examining three homes’ final property tax bills

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

There’s very little that’s
straightforward about Nebras-
ka’s property tax system, as The
Telegraph has emphasized in
covering the process this year
and last.

We offer a different vantage
point, as it applies to three ac-
tual North Platte homes, in to-
day’s final “tax tracker” presen-
tation of the 2019 local “budget
season.”

Lincoln County commission-
ers Monday will ratify 2019

property tax rates for every “po-
litical subdivision” that serves
any part of the county.

Though its vote Monday is re-
quired by law, the County Board
cannot affect any tax rate but
its own. Commissioners set that
one when they adopted Lincoln
County’s 2019-20 budget Sept. 9.

This year’s tax-setting pro-
cess barely changed the actual
tax bills for the three sample
homes, as The Telegraph report-

ed Sept. 21.
The differences between their

net 2018 and 2019 tax bills in fact
are smaller than we reported

then, due to a calculation error
that understated the impact of
the discount on homeowners’
2018 taxes under the Nebraska
Property Tax Credit program.

To recap, using the corrected
2018 state credit figures:

» The gross tax bill for the
owners of Home 1 — a two-sto-
ry, three-bedroom home with
a full basement north of the
Union Pacific tracks — will be
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Hayden Myers, black headgear, battles it out with Abigail Hankla in swords fighting at the Top Tier Open
Taekwondo tournament on Saturday at the D&N Event Center in North Platte. About 50 competitors from North
Platte, Kearney, Lexington and McCook participated in the event.

More online
To see an interactive repre-
sentation of how property
taxes have affected three
homes since 2003 go to
nptelegraph.com.

Please see TAX, Page A2

County commissioners expected
to finalize rates for 2019 on Monday

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Top Tier’s Taekwondo Korean
martial arts students honed their
skills at a tournament on Saturday
at the D&N Event Center in North
Platte.

Brad Garrick, owner of Top Tier,
and instructors Travis Baker and
Dan Morash hosted the tourna-
ment that brought together about
50 competitors, including some
from Kearney, Lexington and Mc-
Cook.

The competition featured bouts
at various ranks from white belts
on up. The athletes competed in
three categories sparring with
swords, sparring and forms.

“We’ve been teaching Taekwondo

Keeping their skills sharp

Top Tier hosts Taekwondo Korean martial arts tournament

Telegraph staff reports

Nebraska State Patrol is investigating
a fatality rollover on Interstate 80 Sat-
urday near the Lincoln County-Keith
County line.

Around 5 p.m., a vehicle lost control
and rolled into a ditch, according to
Cody Thomas, public relations director
for Nebraska State Patrol. The driver of
that vehicle was killed in the crash, and
the passenger was transported to the
hospital with minor injuries, Thomas
said.

A secondary crash also occurred
in the traffic resulting from the first,
Thomas said, and westbound I-80 lanes
from Ogallala to Hershey were closed
for about an hour. Scanner traffic indi-
cated the closure was in part due to a he-
licopter transport needing to land.

The names of the people involved had
not been released as of press time.

Please see SHARP, Page A2

Westbound I-80 lanes
close for about an
hour after incident
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