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n DAWGS ON THE HUNT North Platte’s girls golf is second
after the first round of the state tournament. SPORTS, PAGE B1

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

Engineers tell
commissioners
that R-Project
prep has started

Avoiding construction problems

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

The next steps toward
launching Lincoln County’s
jail expansion were put off

Monday as commissioners and
their legal counsel mulled how
best to avoid problems that
plagued the jail’s 2009-11 con-
struction.

Their talks centered on the
most appropriate role toward
that end for County Board
Chairman Joe Hewgley, an
active professional architect
since before he began his 34-
year commission tenure.

Commissioners first agreed
to a week’s delay of a formal
resolution enabling D.A. Da-

vidson & Cos. of Omaha to is-
sue up to $4.7 million in “limit-
ed tax county building bonds,”
most likely during November.

County officials will take
part in a conference call
Wednesday with Standard &
Poor’s seeking the best possible

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Field preparations for building
the R-Project transmission line
through Nebraska’s Sandhills
are under way, though Nebraska
Public Power District officials say
construction likely must wait for
spring.

Engineers for NPPD and project
contractor Forbes Bros. Timberline
Construction Inc. updated Lincoln
County commissioners Monday
on progress toward starting the
225-mile-long, 345-kilovolt line
north from Gerald Gentleman Sta-
tion near Sutherland.

County Board members urged
NPPD senior project manager Paul
Brune to stay in close touch so
construction and supply crews min-
imize damage to county roads as
they plant towers and string lines.

Commissioner Bill Henry, a 31-
year member of the Dawson Public
Power District board, also used the
occasion to chastise NPPD for its
approach with local officials and
the public during the R-Project’s
seven-year approval process.

“I know the need” for the project,
Henry said. “I realize the need. I’m
pretty disappointed in the way you
handled this. ...

“You didn’t look at the picture of
the people that it’s going to affect,
and it’s come back to bite you in
the butt and will continue to. ... You
guys have stepped up to the plate,
but you stepped up because you had
to, not because you wanted to.”

Brune repeated NPPD’s past
statements that the R-Project will
improve reliability of its power
delivery and relieve congestion of
existing transmission lines.

He also cited the project’s poten-
tial for carrying power generated
by renewable energy, a major
bone of contention with Sandhills
residents opposed to encouraging
the spread of wind-energy turbines
through the ecologically fragile
region.

If Nebraskans near the R-Project
line “decide locally that they want
to install some renewables, this
(line) makes that option available to
them,” Brune said.

Two ranches between Paxton and
Sutherland have joined in a federal
lawsuit against the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s June approval of
an “incidental take permit” of the
endangered American burying bee-
tle during R-Project construction.

Big Red in the Emerald Isle: Huskers headed to Ireland in 2021

By SAM MCKEWON
BH News Service

LINCOLN — For the first
time in nearly 30 years, the Ne-
braska football team will play a

game outside the United States.
The Big Red is headed to the

Emerald Isle.
The Huskers will play Illinois

in Dublin, Ireland, on Aug. 28,

2021, as part of the Aer Lingus
College Football Classic series,
an annual event that starts
Aug. 29, 2020, when Notre Dame
plays Navy at Aviva Stadium in
Dublin. That date is effectively
a “week zero” contest.

NU coach Scott Frost — who
has said previously he’d be in
favor of a week zero game — ap-

proved of this trip both for the
exposure of the program and
the cultural experience.

“We look forward to taking
our team to Ireland to kick off
the 2021 season against Illi-
nois,” Frost said in a press re-
lease. “This will provide great
exposure for the Nebraska foot-
ball program and the Big Ten

Conference. Our first priority
for the trip will be to play a foot-
ball game, but it is also going
to give our players a chance to
visit a part of the world most of
them will not have seen.”

NU Athletic Director Bill
Moos touted the expansion of

Nebraska to face Illinois in annual
College Football Classic series in Dublin

Please see IRELAND, Page A2

Commissioners weigh how to avoid
issues that arose in jail’s original build

A girl enjoys a ride on a tree swing during the Kids Klub stop at Dusty Trails Monday morning. The North Platte Pub-
lic School’s Kids Klub program participated in the national “Lights on Afterschool” celebration Monday with events
in the morning at Dusty Trails and the afternoon at Wild Bill’s. The Lights On Afterschool event started nationwide in
2000 and highlights community after-school programs and their impact.

Tim Johnson / The North Platte Telegraph

Celebrating ‘lights on’ indoors and out

Kids Klub takes students to Dusty Trails and Wild Bill’s
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