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Hotel Pawnee sale closes

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Two days after its quiet 90th
birthday, downtown North
Platte’s historic Hotel Paw-
nee was given a present — its
long-awaited second chance.

Jay Mitchell, a California de-
veloper specializing in histor-
ic restoration, closed the real

estate deal that was pending
since July by wiring the rest of
his $100,000 payment to acquire
the North Platte Area Chamber
& Development Corp.’s interest,
chamber President and CEO
Gary Person said Friday.

“What a neat thing that on
the 90th anniversary of the
grand opening of the facility it
breathes new life,” he said.

Mitchell, who has held a “deed
of trust” since buying the Paw-
nee’s defaulted mortgage about
four years ago, said he’ll arrive
in about a week to pick up the
keys to the eight-story anchor
of the “Neville Corner” at East
Fifth Street and Bailey Avenue.

“We’ll start work the day we
arrive,” he told The Telegraph,
beginning with restoring the
first-floor business spaces so
they can qualify for a “certifi-
cate of occupancy” from the city

California developer completes deal to
take ownership of downtown building

Shelby Berglund /
For The North Platte

Telegraph

California
developer Jay
Mitchell took

ownership
Friday of the

historic Pawnee
Hotel at Fifth

Street and Bai-
ley Avenue.

Please see PAWNEE, Page A2

Brewer
announces
run for
2nd term

Telegraph staff reports

GORDON — State Sen. Tom
Brewer announced on Friday that
he will run for a second term in the
Legislature.

Brewer represents the 43rd Leg-
islative District.

“It has been my
great honor to repre-
sent the outstanding
Nebraskans of my
district for the last
four years. It is a sa-
cred responsibility
that I take very seri-
ously,” Brewer said
in a press release.

“The people of
western Nebraska
can trust and rely on my proven
conservative leadership to keep
Nebraska growing and moving for-
ward.”

Brewer, a registered Republican,
was first elected in 2016 in Nebras-
ka’s largest Unicameral district.
It straddles the Central-Mountain
time zone and covers more than
70,000 square miles across 13 Sand-
hills and northern Panhandle
counties.

In 2019, Brewer was elected
chairman of the Legislature’s Gov-
ernment, Military and Veterans
Affairs Committee. He also sits on

During 1st term, Gordon
state senator helped pass
eminent domain bill

BH News Service

This July 7, 2010, file photo shows Nebraska’s lethal injection
chamber at the State Penitentiary in Lincoln.

Please see BREWER, Page A2

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The voices of kids enjoying a
break from a long trip will soon be
heard at Iron Horse Park thanks to
the work of the North Platte Buffalo
Bill Kiwanis.

Kiwanis members spent Friday

installing playground equipment
at the park that sits just south of
Interstate 80 near the 20th Centu-
ry Veterans Memorial and the Law
Enforcement Memorial. Secretary
Linda Thompson said the project is
the group’s third; they previously
installed playground equipment at

The Connection Homeless Shelter
and Cody Park.

“Everything that Kiwanis does
is about the kids,” Thompson said.
“We’re extremely thrilled about this
one.”

She said once kids spot the

State’s top court: Plaintiffs didn’t have standing to file lethal injection suit
By MARTHA STODDARD
BH News Service

LINCOLN — The Nebraska
Supreme Court handed a new
setback to death penalty oppo-
nents Friday, dismissing a chal-
lenge to the state’s lethal injec-
tion protocol.

But the court made clear that
its ruling did not resolve the
legal challenge and the same
issue could be raised by death
row inmates in individual cas-
es.

“Our decision today does not
speak to the merits of plaintiffs’
claims regarding the adoption
of the execution protocol or to
the execution protocol more

generally,” the opinion said.
The ACLU of Nebraska had

filed the challenge in 2017, with
State Sen. Ernie Chambers of
Omaha and the Rev. Stephen
Griffith as plaintiffs. Chambers
is an ardent foe of the death pen-
alty, while Griffith is the former
director of Nebraskans for Al-
ternatives to the Death Penalty.

They argued that state pris-
on officials had violated the
Nebraska rule-making statute
when adopting the current le-
thal injection protocol in 2017.
That four-drug protocol was
used for the first time in the
August 2018 execution of Carey
Dean Moore.

Lancaster County District
Judge Lori Maret dismissed the
ACLU case in June last year,
ruling that Chambers and Grif-
fith did not have standing to file
a lawsuit over the issue. On Fri-
day, the state high court upheld
her decision.

The high court said the only
people who can bring suit over
the rule-making process are
those who have suffered or will
suffer an injury because of the
alleged actions. In this case,
that would mean inmates sen-
tenced to death.

“Neither of the plaintiffs is
subject to a death sentence,”

Kiwanis begins construction on Iron Horse Park playground

A place to stretch their legs

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Members of the Buffalo Bill Kiwanis club in North Platte have begun installation of the playground equipment at
Iron Horse Park just south of Interstate 80 on Friday. The Kiwanis raised money for the project through donations,
fundraisers and grants. The group will be finishing up the equipment installation this weekend and then will do the
final touches before opening it up for use.
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