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A 70-year history in North Platte for the
venerable Sears chain ended Friday with
the closing of the Sears Hometown store at
East Francis and Cottonwood streets.

A sign on the store’s door in Francis
Square referred customers to the brand’s
website or the Sears Hometown store in
Kearney’s Hilltop Mall for information on
their recent and past purchases.

Once one of the nation’s premier mail-or-
der giants, Sears has struggled for years to
restructure itself while preserving its best-
known hardware and appliance brands
such as Craftsman, Kenmore and DieHard.

Sears was the last North Platte survivor
of the trio of nationwide catalog and retail
store chains that included Montgomery
Ward & Co., which operated downtown
from 1928 to 1985, and J.C. Penney Co.,
which opened in 1917 and left town exactly
a century later.

A woman who answered the door Saturday
morning at North Platte’s Sears Hometown
site referred customers to the Kearney store
(308-233-3058) and inquiries to Fishman Pub-
lic Relations in Northbrook, Illinois.
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Just over two years af-
ter North Platte was the
location for an indepen-
dent film, local residents
will have a chance to see
the finished product on the
screen.

“Frances Ferguson” will
have its in-town premiere

at the Fox Theater at 7 p.m.
Oct. 18 and also be shown
at 3 p.m. the next day. The
movie, with a running time
of 75 minutes will be fol-
lowed by a 15-minute Q&A
session before a reception
in the Patty Birge Room.

Tickets are $5 for adults,
and $3 for kids 12 and un-
der.

The film, described as a
dark comedy, is directed
and co-written by Lincoln
native Bob Byington and
tells the story of a substi-
tute teacher who is unhap-
py with her life, has a short
relationship with a student
and the small town’s reac-
tion to the scandal.

“It is not so much of a

message picture as it is de-
signed to be entertaining,”
Byington said in an email
interview earlier this week.
“We sought to make a com-
edy about a woman who’d
made a bad decision.”

The movie, which was
shot in North Platte in Sep-
tember 2017, is also being
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One star-studded night 90
years ago, North Platte stood on
the verge of change.

Some 250 “of the leading
men and women of the city,” as
the Evening Telegraph put it,
helped dedicate the Hotel Yanc-
ey on Oct. 16, 1929.

Local residents soon would
know it as the Hotel Pawnee.

Inside its elegant Crystal Ball-
room, Gov. Arthur Weaver hon-
ored North Platte predecessor
Keith Neville for spearheading
his hometown’s new eight-story
jewel.

Future Gov. Roy Cochran, a
Lincoln County native, listened
with Union Pacific Railroad
President Carl Gray and Vice
President William M. Jeffers,
Gray’s North Platte born-and-
bred successor.

All agreed that North Platte’s
new symbol of prosperity sig-
naled momentous times.

They were right, in a sense.
Earlier that day in New York,

Wall Street stocks posted a sub-
stantial loss. The bottom fell out
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The Sears Hometown store in North
Platte’s Francis Square closed Friday, end-
ing a 70-year presence in the city for the
one-time catalog and retail giant.

Store the last of 3 mail-
order giants to leave after
moving location in 2017

Please see SEARS, Page A2

‘Frances Ferguson’ to have NP premiere

Please see FRANCES, Page A2

Dulled
jewel
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Ninety years after its glitzy
dedication on Oct. 16, 1929,
North Platte’s Hotel Pawnee
shows the wear of six years

of desertion alongside the
fancy terra cotta touches

sponsored by former Gov.
Keith Neville.

Please see JEWEL, Page A2

90 years ago, the
Yancey opened
with glitz and glam
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