
Students fill care packages for U.S. military troop members Wednes-
day afternoon at the North Platte Senior Center. The students from Mad-
ison Elementary School wrote cards and filed the packages in support
of the Operation Christmas Card program.

NEW YORK (AP) — Drug-resistant “su-
perbug” infections have been called a de-
veloping nightmare that could set medi-
cine back a century, making conquered
germs once again untreatable.

So there’s some surprising news in a re-
port released Wednesday: U.S. superbug
deaths appear to be going down.

About 36,000 Americans died from
drug-resistant infections in 2017, down 18%
from an estimated 44,000 in 2013, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention es-
timated. The decline is mainly attributed
to an intense effort in hospitals to control
the spread of particularly dangerous infec-
tions.

“We are pushing back in a battle we were
losing,” said Michael Kirsch, a pharmacist
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n TROUT HAVEN? Group in the Panhandle is hoping to
restore trout fishing with man-made stream. STATE, PAGE A3
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Bail set in
millions for
pair of men
in Lexington

By BRIAN NEBEN

BH News Service

LEXINGTON — An alleged robbery of
a residence for marijuana resulted in a
shooting, two stabbings and now bail in the
millions of dollars for two Lexington men.

Derrick Davis, 31, and Ahmed Mohamed,
26, both appeared in Dawson County Court
Tuesday for arraignment by Judge Jeffrey
Wightman.

Davis has been charged with first de-

Two charged in alleged
attempt to rob home
for marijuana
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Hobb”e”s, a popular restaurant in North Platte that has more than
20 years history in the city, is set to open its doors in early Decem-
ber less than two years after owner Larry Hobbs retired. The eatery,
which features homemade items, will be located at the Platte River
Mall, across from Riddle’s Jewelry. Donna’s Kitchen was in that lo-
cation but shut down in October.

US superbug
infections up,
but deaths
are falling
About 36,000 have died
from drug-resistent
infections, down from 2013

Hobb‘e’s to make return next month

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

A popular restaurant for
more than two decades in North
Platte will open next month in
a new location, less than two
years after it closed.

Larry Hobbs is coming out
of retirement for a second time
and reestablishing Hobb“e”s, a
restaurant that featured home-
made items, from the ham-
burger buns to the pies. The
eatery will be located in the

Platte River Mall.
“Well, I’m not really good at

retirement,” Hobbs, 78, said. “I
was becoming a couch potato.”

Emily Collins, the mall man-
ager, said the goal is for Hob-
b“e”s to open the first week of
December.

“That’s the target date. I
think we will be ready by then,”
Hobbs said.

The restaurant will take over
the spot previously occupied by
Donna’s Kitchen, just across
from Riddle’s Jewelry.

Donna Cross had opened the
eatery there in late September,
but it closed in October. Col-
lins said illness was a factor in
Cross’ decision to shut down the
business, which featured muf-

fins, rolls, pies, wraps and sand-
wiches, soups and salads.

“Donna called me and asked
if I wanted to take over (the lo-
cation),” Hobbs said. “She had a
bad back and just couldn’t han-
dle it.”

Hobb“e”s will offer a menu
similar to what Donna’s Kitch-
en offered in its run at the mall.
Hobbs said the items will be
homemade and the eatery will
be open from 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Saturday.

Hobbs opened the original
Hobb“e”s restaurant in 1990 at
217 E. Sixth St. It closed in 2012
after he retired, but three years
later he reopened the business.

He retired again at the end

Popular restaurant
to reopen in new
location: the mall
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By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Makenna Blanton and some
of her classmates spent a good
portion of Wednesday after-
noon working toward bringing
holiday cheer to U.S. military
troops who are deployed over-
seas.

The Madison Middle School
sixth-grader and other students
of the school’s impact and assets
teams wrote Christmas cards
and put together care packages
at the North Platte Senior Cen-
ter that will to go to military
members across the globe. The
project was in support of Oper-
ation Christmas Card, a local
group started on Facebook by
Char Merrill-Swalberg.

There was a list of 200 names
of U.S. troops for the middle
school students to work from
on Wednesday for Christmas
cards. The group had the goal
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Treshawn Hasbrouck, left, a sixth-grader at Madison Elementary School, writes a Christmas card to a
U.S. miltary troop member Wednesday afternoon with some assistance from Kenny Smith, a North Platte
High School freshman and member of the school’s Key Club.

North Platte students chip in for Operation Christmas Card

A gift for the troops
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