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So how old does one have to be
to legally smoke, chew or vape?

Retailers and users are fac-
ing conflicting answers in some
states after Congress passed
an 11th-hour budget bill before
Christmas raising the mini-
mum age to buy tobacco prod-
ucts, e-cigarettes and vaping

products from 18 to 21.
Even as President Donald

Trump signed the measure Dec.
20, Nebraska’s legal age to buy
or use tobacco and vaping prod-
ucts was set to rise to 19 on New
Year’s Day under a pair of new
laws.

The surprise action in Wash-
ington, D.C., also came as a
North Platte anti-vaping or-

dinance awaited its third and
final City Council vote at next
Tuesday’s regular meeting.

Based on the new law, City
Administrator Jim Hawks said
Thursday, City Attorney Doug
Stack will recommend raising
the ordinance’s legal tobacco
and vaping age to 21 before it’s
passed.

“It’s kind of one of those deals
that are a hierarchy of laws,”
with federal law taking prece-
dence, Hawks said.
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A good day for a stroll

WASHINGTON (AP) —
U.S. health officials will
begin cracking down on most
flavored e-cigarettes that are
popular with underage teen-
agers, but their plan includes
major exceptions that benefit
vaping manufacturers, retail-

ers and adults who use the
nicotine-delivery devices.

The Trump administration
announced Thursday that
it will prohibit fruit, candy,
mint and dessert flavors from

Legal uncertainty on vaping age causing confusion
City officials propose increasing age to 21
before council plans 3rd vote on ordinance Trump’s plan to curb teen

vaping exempts some flavors

Cornhole
Masters
tourney
returns

Temperatures expected to be mild through weekend

The Associated Press

Qassem Soleimani, commander of Iran’s Quds Force, attends an
annual rally on Feb. 11, 2016, commemorating the anniversary of
the 1979 Islamic revolution in Tehran, Iran.
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Mild temperatures and bright sunshine Thursday gave folks in North Platte the opportunity to get outside. A person
walks two dogs along the North Platte River just east of Cody Park. The weather will remain mild through the weekend
with high temperatures on Saturday in the low 50s, according to The Weather Channel website.
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Competitors from all over the
country will seek a spot in the
Cornhole World Championships
through the ACO Master Series
Major Cornhole Tournament in
North Platte.

The tourney will take place
Jan. 10-11 at the D&N Event Cen-
ter. The North Platte Area Sports
Commission and the North
Platte/Lincoln County Visitors
Bureau have committed $3,000 in
additional payouts for the event.

“Our hope is that by adding
this extra money it will entice
these competitors to come see
what Nebraska and North Platte
has to offer,” said Samantha
Geisler, sports and events mar-
keting specialist. “Majors are the
only points-earning tournament
to qualify for the World Champi-
onships, which is typically held
in Las Vegas in July.”

Each division gets part of the
total prize money, but the biggest
cash payout will be to the winner
of the doubles division Jan. 11.

At the North Platte major in
2019, the Sports Commission

Competitors have
chance to qualify
for world event
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Pentagon says US airstrike
killed powerful Iranian general

BAGHDAD (AP) — The Pen-
tagon said Thursday that the
U.S. military has killed Gen.
Qassem Soleimani, the head of
Iran’s elite Quds Force, at the
direction of President Donald
Trump.

An airstrike killed Soleima-
ni, architect of Iran’s regional
security apparatus, at Bagh-
dad’s international airport Fri-
day, Iranian state television and
three Iraqi officials said, an at-
tack that’s expected to draw se-
vere Iranian retaliation against
Israel and American interests.

The Defense Department said
Soleimani “was actively devel-
oping plans to attack American
diplomats and service members
in Iraq and throughout the re-
gion.” It also accused Soleimani
of approving the attacks on the
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad earli-
er this week.

A statement released late
Thursday by the Pentagon said
the strike on Soleimani “was
aimed at deterring future Irani-
an attack plans.”

The strike also killed Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis, deputy

commander of Iran-backed mi-
litias in Iraq known as the Pop-
ular Mobilization Forces, or
PMF, Iraqi officials said. The
PMF media arm said the two
were killed in an American air-
strike that targeted their vehi-
cle on the road to the airport.

Citing a Revolutionary Guard
statement, Iranian state televi-
sion said Soleimani was “mar-
tyred” in an attack by U.S. heli-
copters near the airport, with-
out elaborating.

U.S. President Donald Trump,
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