
By RICK RUGGLES
BH News Service

LINCOLN — University of Ne-
braska President Hank Bounds,
who is departing in August, re-
ceived thanks Friday in words
and cash.

The NU Board of Regents
agreed to give Bounds $300,000
in privately funded deferred
compensation after he put in less
than 4½ years on the job. Bounds
and his family are leaving for Al-
abama in mid-August.

Bounds will teach graduate
students at the University of
South Alabama.

Technically, Bounds was enti-
tled to a portion of the $300,000 in
deferred payouts only after five
years of work as the NU system’s
president. He arrived in April
2015, and August 2019 is four
years and four months later. The
regents decided he deserved the
payout anyway.

The regents on Friday spoke
highly of Bounds, giving him a
formal “resolution of recogni-
tion.”

In one other personnel matter
of note, the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln reported that this
year it had given a 5% raise to its
athletic director, Bill Moos. Moos
will make $1.05 million, up from
$1 million.

Bounds, 51, came to Nebraska
from Mississippi, where he was
the commissioner of the Missis-
sippi State Institutions of Higher
Learning.

He announced in March that
he would resign in August. He
said the job had been a grind and
that he and his family were eager
to get back to the South.

Although some speculated
there must have been more to
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Manager Ben Byrns puts a returned movie into its proper place af-
ter the disk went through one of the stores’ professional disc clean-
ers. Byrns has been working at Mr. Movies since before the store
opened.

Mr. Movies a relic of another time

By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

In a time when streaming
services like Netflix are domi-
nating the home entertainment
landscape, a small movie rental
store, Mr. Movies, gives custom-
ers the old-school experience in
North Platte.

Rental movie stores are a rar-
ity, as the former movie rental
giant Blockbuster is down to
just one store, in Bend, Oregon,
according to a March 19 Associ-
ated Press article.

Mr. Movies, at 601 S Dewey
St., is open from 10 a.m. to 10

p.m. Monday through Saturday
and noon to 10 p.m. on Sunday.

The store is run by one em-
ployee at a time and Mr. Movies
has a current employee list of
just two. Most days from open
until 5 p.m. you can see manag-
er Ben Byrns — who juggles the
movie clerk job with a job as a
beekeeper — behind the counter
ready to assist renters in find-
ing a movie to rent for the night.

“Obviously there is online
stuff you can do, but we have
found that people like to go out
and do things, and that is the
crowd we bring in,” Byrns said.

Byrns said he enjoys the peo-
ple and the loyal customers.

“We have some customers
that come in every week at the
same exact time,” Byrns said.
“The loyalty is what keeps us
open.”

Byrns shuffles between Mr.

Movies and his beekeeping gig,
a hobby in the summer when
business at the movie store is
slow.

“I enjoy honey, and saw an ob-
servation hive at the state fair,
which got me interested,” Byrns
said.

Byrns makes honey with 15
to 20 hives and says he uses
all natural methods, and stays
away from using corn syrup,
chemicals, pesticides and plas-
tics that many commercial bee-
keepers use.

His employment at Mr. Mov-
ies is “a funny story,” starting
with frequenting the Movie Gal-
lery, which occupied the same
space and closed in 2010.

“I was a customer of Movie
Gallery and I was really sad,
because that is where I got my

Manager juggles
books, movies ...
and beekeeping?
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Levee costs exceed $1B after flooding

By NANCY GAARDER
BH News Service

Repairs to levees and oth-
er infrastructure along the
Platte and Missouri Rivers
are going to cost in excess of

$1 billion — and the Army
Corps of Engineers is still
counting.

Levees and other structures
that control the rivers have
been extensively damaged

since flooding began in mid-
March. The Missouri River
remains in flood stage from
Nebraska City to St. Louis, so
there are many areas where
the corps has yet to assess
damage.

Problems include outright
breaches in levees, deep
scour holes, erosion to the
armoring of the river banks

and toppling of in-stream
dikes that direct the water’s
flow. The corps has counted
more than 100 levee breach-
es between Omaha and St.
Louis, with only a handful re-
paired so far.

Tom Brady, an official with
the corps office that over-
sees the Missouri River, said

Damage has included full breaches,
scour holes and heavy erosion
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Mother’s efforts key in bringing cart for children
with special needs to North Platte Walmart

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Jamal Zeno, front, and Sasha Thomas, right, adjust the straps for their daughter ZaMari Zeno Thomas, 2½, on the
new shopping cart for kids with special needs at the North Platte Walmart on Friday. Sister, Halo Thomas, 5, and Mar-
nia Hughes, early childhood development coordinator at North Platte Public Schools, help with the first-time process.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Sasha Thomas of North Platte
wants to take her daughter ZaMari
Zeno Thomas, 2½, shopping with her

and her efforts will now benefit oth-
er children with special needs.

The Walmart Supercenter in
North Platte recently purchased a
shopping cart designed for children

with special needs. Thomas was
frustrated because it was nearly im-
possible for her to manage and ma-
neuver a wheelchair and traditional

Take the whole family shopping
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