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One of two Grand Island teenagers charged in
the death of a North Platte resident during a drug
deal in 2018 will not have his case heard in juve-
nile court.

The Nebraska Court of Appeals in October
upheld a lower-court ruling to deny a motion to
transfer the case against Jesus A. Martinez, 17,
from District Court.

Both Martinez and Brayden M. Turner, 16, are
charged with first-degree felony murder and us-
ing a firearm to perpetrate a felony in the death of
22-year-old Ethan Pohlmeier on Sept. 14, 2018.

Neither would face the death penalty if convict-
ed, because the felony murder charge carries a
definitive sentence of life imprisonment. The fire-
arms charge carries a possible five- to 50-year pris-
on term.

In its written decision, the Court of Appeals
cited a North Platte Police Department report
that states that Martinez and Turner drove from
Grand Island to North Platte to obtain marijuana
and met Pohlmeier at a park. When it became ap-
parent that the marijuana was not going to be paid
for, Pohlmeier apparently lunged into the car to re-
trieve the drugs and Martinez shot him, according
to the police report.

$2.50
Mostly sunny today, then mostly
cloudy in the evening. Find our full
five-day forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 60 LOW: 28 Thank you for reading

Today’s Telegraph.Pick5: 8-10-12-15-32
2-by-2: R 17-21, W 11-12
Powerball:

3-23-32-37-58 22

LOTTERYtLifestyles ........ C2-3
Youth ..................C4
Comics ...............C5
Classifieds...... C6-8

Opinion...............A4
Record................A5
Ag/Business .......A7

INSIDEt

NOVEMBER 3, 2019 WWW.NPTELEGRAPH.COM

FARMING COOP Area operation, ag business team together to test new product. FOCUS, PAGE C1

SSunSunday
T E NOR PLATTE E EGRAPHTHE NORTH PLATTE TELEGRAPH

Out of steam
Boilermakers score in the closing minutes to
top Nebraska 31-27. SPORTS, PAGE B1

I't#t

Gratificati%

Get an Instant Issue Debit Card—with your choice of exclusive
design—the same day you open a checking account.*

VISIT YOUR NEAREST BRANCH OR NEBRASKALANDBANK.COM TO LEARN MORE.

*$100 minimum deposit to open a NebraskaLand National Bank checking account.

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

Photo courtesy of Travis Hawk / via BH News Service

Rising water tables have flooded roadways in Nebraska’s Sand-
hills since March, including Highway 61 north of Hyannis, above. A
State Department of Transportation spokeswoman said there’s no
quick solution for this stretch of road.

Some roads in Sandhills are still
underwater months after flood
By PAUL HAMMEL
BH News Service

LINCOLN — Months after
historic spring flooding, some
roads and highways in Nebras-
ka’s Sandhills are still under-
water, causing problems for
mail delivery, school buses and
ranchers, and concerns about
accidents on iced roadways.

Former State Sen. Al Davis
said at least two vehicles have
skidded off a water-covered
stretch of Nebraska Highway 61
near his ranch north of Hyan-
nis. Local school officials check
daily to make sure that school

buses can plow through the
water, which is knee-deep and
deeper.

“If kids in Omaha had to
drive through this, it would be
a tremendous outrage,” said
Travis Hawk, principal of the
Hyannis Area Schools.

Some areas of the Sandhills,
in north-central Nebraska,
have seen rainfall totals 8 to 12
inches above normal, forcing
groundwater levels to rise and
adjacent lakes and marshes to
overrun roads, highways and
corrals.

The state had to raise the

elevation of U.S. Highway 83
south of Valentine with asphalt
millings to overcome the water,
and additional drainage was
dug along Nebraska Highway
97 north of Mullen to clear that
roadway.

The high water has forced
postal vehicles to detour across
open pastures or drop off mail
at alternative locations on high-
er ground.

Some rural residents are us-
ing horses or four-wheelers to
ford flooded roads to pick up
mail, according to Hyannis
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Appeals Court:
GI teen’s case
will stay in
District Court
Jesus Martinez is charged with
1st-degree felony murder in
connection to 2018 shooting death
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Runnin’ on feathers
Tim Johnson / The North Platte Telegraph

Jake Hasenhauer crosses the finish line Saturday morning as the overall winner of the Flash Your
Feathers 5K race along the Buffalo Bill Trail in North Platte. The race was part of the Platte River
Fitness Series.
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