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Bridge-building efforts on property tax re-
lief and student discipline are improving the
odds for action on both in the 2020 Legisla-
ture, Nebraska State Education Association
President Jenni Benson said Wednesday.

Both are subjects on which the leaders of
Nebraska’s state teachers union and the Uni-
cameral’s Education Committee — both with
strong Lincoln County ties — are finding
common ground, she said.

Benson, a 1980 North Platte High School
graduate, said NSEA leaders and state Sen.
Mike Groene of North Platte have worked

$2.00
Partly clear with a chance of rain
throughout the day. Find our full
five-day forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 78 LOW: 57 Thank you for reading

Today’s Telegraph.Pick5: 6-8-23-24-32
2-by-2: R 5-23, W 20-25
Powerball:

10-13-30-51-69 10

LOTTERYtBusiness.............A6
Comics ...............B3
Classifieds...... B4-6

Opinion...............A4
Record................A5

INSIDEt

Nolan Arenado’s
ninth-inning blast lifts
the Rockies over the

Diamondbacks.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

WALK-OFF

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 2019 WWW.NPTELEGRAPH.COM

n ADDED ASSISTANCE FEMA adds Dawson County to
list of counties receiving flood assistance. LOCAL, PAGE A3

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

The Associated Press

The Winslow water tower is framed by debris from Nilene Park-
er’s home on Wednesday, in Winslow. Parker had only been living
in Winslow for a year and a half when the March flooding destroyed
her home.

Should they stay or should they go? After
flood, tiny village of Winslow could relocate
By ERIN DUFFY
BH News Service

Rick Addink can’t imagine
leaving the town and house he’s
lived in, on and off, since he was
3 years old.

It might sound silly, he says,
his voice sounding a little
sheepish, but he’s got a senti-
mental attachment to the white
house built in the late 1930s.

He promised his mother he’d
take care of it. It has a wheel-
chair ramp for his disabled
wife. He enjoys the privacy and
the rural feel of Winslow, a tiny
gravel-road village in Dodge
County about 12 miles north of

Fremont. Settled on a railroad
line near the Elkhorn River,
it’s surrounded by lush fields of
soybeans and corn.

There is one major drawback
to life in Winslow, and that’s
what has brought Addink and
the entire village to the brink of
a very big decision.

Winslow floods.
One in 1996 brought water in-

side town and into basements,
but it was nothing like the surge
of water that clobbered Winslow
in mid-March, when historic
flooding struck parts of central
and eastern Nebraska.

The swollen Elkhorn River

flowed over a levee built in the
early 2000s to protect the town
from the river, damaging vir-
tually every structure in town
— all 48 buildings. Some homes
took on several feet of water
that tossed furniture around,
fried electrical wires and left
behind mold and mildew.

So now the residents of this
little village — where the popu-
lation that hovered around 100
before disaster struck — are
pondering a pivotal question
about its future.

In order to survive, should
the flood-prone town follow in

Working
together on
tax relief,
discipline
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The soldiers of the late North Platte sculptor Ted Long’s “Defenders of Liberty” stand guard Wednesday
afternoon at the 20th Century Veterans Memorial at Interstate 80 and U.S. Highway 83. Wednesday was
the 74th anniversary of V-J Day, the Japanese surrender that ended World War II. The news reached
North Platte about 6 p.m. on Aug. 14, 1945, setting off a spontaneous downtown parade captured by a
U.S. Army Signal Corps crew in town to film the World War II Canteen. (The footage may be seen online
at catalog.archives.gov/id/18922.) Japan formally surrendered aboard the USS Missouri on Sept. 2, 1945.

Judge changes
course on
Sandhills
wind project

By REECE RISTAU
BH News Service

The wind is blowing in a new direction in
Cherry County.

A court order that had temporarily pre-
vented two of the county’s board members
from voting on an application for a 19-tur-
bine wind farm in the Nebraska Sandhills
was vacated last week — a move that, for the
time being, allows the county to hold a vote
on the project.

Originally barred because
of conflict-of-interest, board
members now allowed to vote

After well-publicized
disagreements, NSEA
president says organization
working with Mike Groene
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Reflecting on the end of a war

Administration to relax drive-time rules

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump
administration has taken a step clos-
er to relaxing federal regulations
governing the amount of time truck
drivers can spend behind the wheel,
winning praise from the trucking in-
dustry and drawing scorn from high-
way safety advocates.

The Federal Motor Carrier Safe-
ty Administration, an agency of the
Transportation Department, issued
proposed changes on Wednesday to
the “hours of service” rules that dic-

tate breaks truckers are required to
take, and their time on and off duty.

“It puts a little more power back in
the hands of the drivers and motor
carriers,” said Raymond Martinez,
head of the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration. Martinez
said the agency listened to drivers
and their call for safer and more flex-
ible rules.

But highway safety groups have
warned that putting the revisions
into place would dangerously weak-
en the regulations.

The government “is offering flex-
ibility without regard for the fact
that these weakened rules could be
exploited by the worst actors in the
industry,” said Harry Adler, execu-

tive director of the Truck Safety Co-
alition.

There were 4,657 large trucks in-
volved in fatal crashes in 2017, a 10%
increase from the year before, ac-
cording to a May report issued by the
agency.

Trade groups that represented
truck drivers and motor carriers
have pushed for years for less rigid
hours of service rules, arguing that
the regulations were too rigid and
out of step with the daily realties con-
fronting most truck drivers. They
found a supporter in President Don-
ald Trump, who has made rolling
back layers of regulatory oversight a
priority.
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Trucking industry, safety
advocates at odds over
loosening regulations
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