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With the most iconic part of Scout’s Rest Ranch 
now a National Historic Landmark, Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission officials are look-
ing at the rest of their land on North Platte’s 
northwest side.

They used an online “virtual public meeting” 
Thursday night to present possible projects for a 
new park master plan, led by an all-new visitors 
center where a ranch “T-barn”  stood from 1891 
to 1904.

Other ideas include a “nature playscape” for 
children south of the T-barn site and a “shooting 
sports complex” on the southwest side of Buffalo 

Bulldog golfers get ready 
for the postseason.
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n WINNING STREAK EXTENDED  Sutherland volleyball continues 
hot stretch after turning around season. SPORTS, PAGE B1
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Partly sunny today, then clear to part-
ly cloudy in the evening. Find our full 
five-day forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 76  LOW: 43 Thank you for reading 
Today’s Telegraph.
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Some senators 
upset that 
mother’s room 
used as office

By SARA GENTZLER
Omaha World-Herald

Sen. Machaela Cavanaugh said she was taken 
off-guard, but not surprised, this week when she 
learned a room for pregnant and nursing mothers at 
the Nebraska Capitol was being used as an office.

“I feel like it’s been a disrespectful process from 
the beginning,” she told the Omaha World-Herald 
Wednesday.

Sen. Dan Hughes of Venango, who made the deci-
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The strip of land at East Third and Walnut streets next to the 
North Platte Catholic Community Food Pantry is being used to 
grow vegetables of all types, including these squash and pumpkin 
plants. The food has been harvested, along with tomatoes and cu-
cumbers from a garden spot in front of the buildings, and given to 
people who come into the food pantry for supplies.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

A strip of ground grew most-
ly weeds until Dee Bayer took 
an idea and turned it into a 
beautiful vegetable garden out-
side the North Platte Catholic 
Community Food Pantry on 
East Third Street.

Bayer was raised on a farm 
in eastern Nebraska and has 
had her own garden for 50 
years. 

“It was kind of an eyesore 
there and it wasn’t really grass 
and it had a lot of weeds in it,” 
Bayer said of the patch at East 
Third and Walnut streets.

She said somebody had to 
bring a mower from home to 
cut the weeds.

“They talked to me about 
putting in a garden there be-
cause I take care of the garden 
and flowers that are in front 
of the Bargain Bin,” Bayer 
said. “They asked if I would be 
interested in putting in some-
thing there.”

Bayer had already been 
growing cucumbers and to-
matoes in the front garden, so 
said she would give it a try.

“I tried to put stuff in that 
wouldn’t take a lot of care,” 
Bayer said. “We went more 

with pumpkins and squash 
and watermelon and the hon-
eydew.”

She planted more toma-
toes along with the other 
vegetables. As the tomatoes 
and peppers and cucumbers 
have matured, they have been 
given away.

“We’ve been putting those 
out in the food pantry for peo-
ple who wanted them,” Bayer 
said.

Bayer said she tried a cou-
ple of different types of seeds 
as well.

“A neighbor gave me some 

Officials 
weigh new 
projects at 
Scout’s Rest

Sen. Hughes says space 
tight at Capitol during 
renovation project period
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Mike Maupin, founder of the Mikey Ride, announced he is stepping down after 15 years of or-
ganizing the fundraiser. Over the years, the ride has raised about $240,000 for families of cancer 
patients, accident victims and others.

Mike Maupin reflects on 15 years of the Mike Ride 
charity poker run as he announces retirement

‘It’s a wonderful thing’
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The Mikey Ride started 
with a conversation out on 
the deck of Mike and Susie 
Maupin’s home in 2006. 

The Mikey Ride is a 240-mile 
ride and poker run that began 
and ended at the Maupins’ 
house in Wallace. Susie died 

in 2015 from cancer, and Mike 
recently announced he is step-
ping away from the ride after 
15 years of organizing it.

“One evening I was sitting 
out on the deck having a drink 
when my wife, Susie, came out 
and asked what I was doing,” 
Maupin said. “I said, I’m just 
sitting here thinking about 

let’s put on a poker run out of 
our house. Let’s invite all our 
friends. I said, we’ll feed them 
a meal and go from there.”

He said Susie agreed and 
the first year 32 riders partic-
ipated.

“When it was all said and 
done, I asked everyone before 

Please see MIKEY, Page A2

Fruits (and vegetables) of the spirit: 
Catholic food pantry starts garden

Please see GARDEN, Page A2

Please see ROOM, Page A2

Game and Parks seeking 
online input on proposal for 
visitors center, other additions

Please see PROJECTS, Page A2
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