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Mostly sunny today, then mostly
clear in the evening. Find our full
five-day forecast on page A8.
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n RECOGNITION Bruce Richman, who has portrayed Buffalo Bill
Cody for nearly 20 years, dubbed Heritage Hero. LOCAL, PAGE A3
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LOOK FORFLYER INSIDE!

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

Co-chairperson of the Carousel of Homes Tour
Joni Lloyd, left, and Connie Madison set up decora-
tions in the Patty Birge Room Monday morning.

Carefully crafted cheer

Photos by Shelby Berglund for The North Platte Telegraph

Telegraph staff reports

Christmastime is here for the North Platte Com-
munity Playhouse as the Playhouse Guild spent the
morning decorating the Patty Birge Room.

The reason for the seasonal decorations: preparing
for the 34th annual Carousel of Homes Tour on Nov. 23.

This year’s tour includes homes of Sara and Josh
Catlett, Tami and Mike Lashley, Carrie and Eric
Lienemann and Pam and Rich Harrach, as well as
the Prairie Arts Center’s Festival of Trees. For $15,
attendees can enjoy refreshments and music at the
Playhouse from noon to 5 p.m., with tours running
from 1-5 p.m. and from 7-9 p.m.

Proceeds will go to continue Playhouse renova-
tions, according to a press release from the Play-
house Guild.

A “Winter Wonderland Boutique” will also be
open Nov. 23, with baked goods and decorations
available for purchase.

NU president
hopeful visits
North Platte

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

His experience as a vice admiral in the U.S.
Navy, as well as other major assignments, have
prepared Walter “Ted” Carter to be the next
president of the University of Nebraska.

Carter and his wife, Lynda, were in North
Platte on Monday meeting with residents
during a 30-day public review period before the
NU Board of Regents votes on his appointment.

“I want to see the faces, not the spaces,” Car-
ter told a group at a breakfast hosted by the
North Platte Chamber and Development Corp.
“We really wanted to meet the people and have
a conversation with them about what’s import-
ant.”

He said it was no surprise, but education is at
the top of the list.

School district
seeks $70,260
from county
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The Lincoln County Board has forwarded a
tort claim filed by North Platte Public Schools
to the county’s insurance provider.

The $70,260 claim was filed as a result of late
tax payments that forced the district to seek a
$3.645 million tax anticipation note to cover its
financial obligations in May. The school district
was among several entities that received pay-
ments late from the county. Then-County Trea-
surer Lorie Koertner was removed from office
as a result.

NPPS Executive Director of Finance Stuart
Simpson and the district’s attorney, Larry Bau-

At Town Hall, Groene talks
tax relief, student discipline bills
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Property tax relief and the stu-
dent discipline bill being craft-
ed by state Sen. Mike Groene of
North Platte are two of the main
issues he plans to address in the
state legislative session that be-
gins Jan. 8, 2020.

On Monday evening, Groene
outlined some of the progress he
is making in getting bills passed
concerning both subjects. About

35 people attended the town hall
meeting at the West Central Re-
search and Extension Center.

“I was in Lincoln this morning
again,” Groene said. “Sen. (Lou
Ann) Linehan and I met with
the governor this morning about
property taxes and how we fund
our schools. He’s working with us
and I think we’re getting closer.”

Groene said the Legislature
needs to be favorable to rural Ne-
braska.

“Everybody was so excited

when we put another $51 million
into the property tax credit fund
last year, that was a big thing,”
Groene said. “Rural Nebraska got
$10 million of it, because what’s
happening is it’s based on total
valuation statewide.”

He pointed out that ag land val-
uations are going down, but val-
uations in eastern Nebraska are
going up.

“Guess what’s going up,”

Please see NU, Page A2

Ted Carter: ‘I want to see
the faces, not the spaces’
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Nebraska District 42 State Sen. Mike Groene speaks to a
group of about 35 people at a town hall meeting on Monday
at the West Central Research and Extension Center in North
Platte. Please see GROENE, Page A2

Please see SCHOOL, Page A2
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