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After a few setbacks due to
winter storms and equipment
issues, a temporary outdoor ice
rink is set to open Friday night at
Centennial Park in North Platte.

Crews planned to continue to
flood the 80-by-50-foot rink
overnight to establish 4 inches of
ice in time for a hockey event in
the afternoon that precedes pub-
lic skating from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

The rink has 122 pairs of
hockey and figure skates avail-
able for rental, in child to adult
sizes. The rink will be open for a
few hours on weeknights and also
for a stretch during the weekend
days. The plan is to keep the rink
open into March if the weather
cooperates.

“(The public) feedback has
been encouraging,” NPIce
co-organizer BLu McGrath said
Thursday afternoon. “Nobody
got upset that we’re going a little
bit late here. (The attitude) has
generally been ‘sometimes good
things take time.’ ... I think the
whole community is excited for
this.”

Those with questions on the
rink can find additional infor-
mation at npice.com or at face-
book.com/npicerink. McGrath
said there are opportunities for
volunteers who want to work at
the rink.

Inclement weather pushed
back the initial targeted start
date of Dec. 12 for the new rink,
and the chiller that was ordered
for the project had to be replaced.

“Unfortunately, we needed
a lot more glycol for the piping
because of the distance of the
chiller from the ice rink,” Mc-
Grath said. “Our first thought
was that (the chiller) had to be
20 feet from the ice rink, but
it is about 100 feet. (The ini-
tial chiller) couldn’t take the
temperature down as low as we
needed it to go.”

Ice production with the new
chiller began this week, and Mc-
Grath is set for the public to test
it out. He said the inaugural year
of the rink has already provided
some lessons moving forward.

“After we take (the rink) down
and build it again next year, we
should not have the same set-
backs,” he said. “Not to say that
we won’t have any, but I don’t
think it will be the the ones we
had (this year).”
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A week after completing his
governorship, Pete Ricketts on
Thursday was appointed to a
seat in the U.S. Senate.

“My task was to find the best
person,” Gov. Jim Pillen said in
making the announcement be-
fore dozens of state senators,
state officials and Republican

stalwarts who filled the Gover-
nor’s Hearing Room.

Pillen said Ricketts will bring
his dedication to “fiscal respon-
sibility” to Washington along
with a knowledge of “what
drives this state — agriculture.”

After interviewing nine appli-
cants for the job — there were 111
total — Pillen said Ricketts was
“the very obvious choice.”

Ricketts, who completed
eight years in the governorship
last week, said he expects his
priorities and voting record to
be very similar to former Sen.
Ben Sasse, who resigned from

the Senate effective last Sun-
day to prepare to assume the
presidency of the University of
Florida early next month.

Ricketts said he shares the
dedication that Sasse dis-
played in seeking confirmation
of conservative federal judges
along with the former senator’s
demonstrated respect for the
U.S. Constitution, his support
for a strong national defense
and his concerns about China
and the Chinese Communist
Party.

Like Sasse, Ricketts said, he
would “work to control over-

spending” by the federal gov-
ernment.

“I can’t think of an issue we
differ on,” he said.

Sen. Deb Fischer, who stood
with Pillen and Ricketts during
the announcement, said she is
“very, very excited to have Pete
Ricketts as a colleague” and to
have the opportunity to “part-
ner with him.”

Ricketts, she said, has demon-
strated “a very swift learning
ability” during his governor-
ship.

Sen. Pete Ricketts
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Former Gov. Pete Ricketts speaks after being nominated to the Senate by Gov. Jim Pillen (left) Thursday at the Capitol in Lincoln. The vacancy was
left open by the departure of Ben Sasse, who will become the next University of Florida president.
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Efforts to sell the NCORPE wa-
ter augmentation project’s land
while retaining its water rights are
resuming in the still-young 2023
legislative session.

Legislative Bill 396, introduced
Thursday by state Sen. Steve Erd-
man of Bayard, picks up where

former Sen. Mike Groene of North
Platte left off. Groene was trying to
get the southern Lincoln County
project’s 19,500 acres of surface
land back on local property tax
rolls.

Groene’s District 42 succes-
sor, Sen. Mike Jacobson of North
Platte, is a co-sponsor of Erdman’s
bill along with Agriculture Com-
mittee Chairman Sen. Steve Hal-
loran of Hastings.

Jacobson said Thursday that he
continues to support the four nat-
ural resources districts that formed
the Nebraska Cooperative Repub-

lican Platte Enhancement Project
in 2012 to help Nebraska meet its
obligations under the three-state
Republican River Compact.

But he believes Erdman’s bill
“addresses my concern that the
land not directly needed for car-
rying out the specific purpose of
the project really needs to go back
into private hands and on the tax
rolls,” Jacobson said.

LB 396 would confirm that each
of Nebraska’s natural resources
districts “has the power and au-
thority” to develop and buy land
for water augmentation projects.

Once such projects are devel-
oped, their participating NRDs
“shall sell the overlying surface
(land) interest but may retain and
reserve the right to the groundwa-
ter located beneath such land,” the
bill’s text says.

It further states that the aug-
mentation project’s owner or own-
ers “are entitled to the reasonable
and beneficial use” of that ground-
water. The quantity of water avail-
able after sale “shall be the same
as if the overlying surface interest
had been retained” by the project.

NCORPE, which went online

in 2013, is designed to send its
groundwater into either the Platte
or Republican river basins to meet
flow obligations under different
multistate agreements.

Public debate over its existence
has mainly focused on diversions
southward to the Republican ba-
sin. Kansas has twice successfully
sued Nebraska in the U.S. Supreme
Court for failing to provide Kansas’
share of water under the basin’s
1943 compact, to which Colorado
is the third state party.

NCORPE bill revived
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WASHINGTON — Attorney
General Merrick Garland on
Thursday appointed a special
counsel to investigate the pres-
ence of classified documents
found at President Joe Biden’s
home in Wilmington, Delaware,
and at an unsecured office in
Washington dating from his time
as vice president.

Robert Hur, a onetime U.S.
attorney appointed by former
President Donald Trump, will
lead the investigation and plans
to begin his work soon. His ap-
pointment marks the second
time in a few months that Gar-

land has appointed a special
counsel. Both investigations,
including one involving Trump,
relate to the handling of classi-
fied information.

Garland’s decision caps a tu-
multuous week at the White
House, where Biden and his
team opened the year hoping
to celebrate stronger economic
news ahead of launching an
expected reelection campaign.
But the administration faced
new challenges Monday, when
it acknowledged that sensitive
documents were found at the
office of Biden’s former institute

Special counsel to probe Biden papers
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Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks Thursday during a news
conference at the Department of Justice in Washington, as John Lausch,
the U.S. Attorney in Chicago, looks on.

Erdman, Jacobson
renew bid to sell land
but retain water rights
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