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The Whopper is an iconic
hamburger for Burger King.
But the latest option of the sig-
nature sandwich has stirred up
a bit of a beef for being meat-
free.

The Impossible Whopper is
a plant-based burger, designed
for those who seek a vegetari-
an option at the fast-food fran-
chise.

Still not everyone is a fan of
the patty’s spot on the menu, es-
pecially in a high beef-produc-
tion state.

“The reaction has been good
for the most part, but obviously
we live in the beef capital of the
world,” said James Fisher, the
general manager of the North
Platte Burger King franchise.
“We have had some negative (re-
sponses), but for the most part
it’s been great.

“There are people who have
said, ‘I can’t believe you are sell-
ing this in Nebraska where ev-
erybody eats meat.’ The thing
is, that’s not even true. We know
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n CROWNED North Platte High School named its
homecoming king and queen Friday. LOCAL, PAGE A3
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Cody Elementary fifth grader Hayden Piel successfully ropes a dummy Friday after learning from Mid Plains Com-
munity College rodeo members and making multiple attempts. Kids Klub participants visited Wild West Arena Friday
afternoon to learn about rodeo and get hands-on experience with help from the MPCC rodeo team.

Opinions
mixed on
BK’s new
Whopper

Father, son killed in crash had passion for farming, flying
By KELSEY STEWART
BH News Service

If you overheard someone
describing Clint VanderWey,
you might also think they were
talking about his son Jed.

You could find the father and
son roaming the family farm.
You might see them heading
out, rods and reels in hand, for
a fishing trip. Or you might find
them tinkering in the toolshed,
working on building projects
and new inventions.

The north-central Nebraska
father and his son were killed
in a plane crash Sunday in
South Dakota, just across the

border from Nebraska’s Cher-
ry County. Clint was piloting a
1946 Cessna 140 when the plane
crashed. He and Jed were pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Clint, 39, ran the family farm
north of Crookston, Nebraska,
which is about 12 miles north-
west of Valentine. He owned
Lakeview Irrigation and L&V
Innovations. Jed, 16, was a soph-
omore at Valentine High School.

Clint was hardworking and
respected in the community,
said Wayne Rundback, his fa-
ther-in-law.

“You would be pretty hard-
pressed to find anybody around
that could say a bad word about

Clint,” Rundback said.
Clint was passionate about

farming and ag-
riculture, some-
thing he passed
along to his son.
Jed often spent
summers helping
Rundback on his
farm and help-
ing grandparents
Jack and Bonnie
VanderWey on
their farm near
Valentine. He

especially loved running farm
equipment.

The father and son also
shared a love of flying. Clint

had been flying for nearly a de-
cade, Rundback said. His inter-

est most likely
stemmed from
his grandfather
and his wife’s
grandfather, who
both were avid
flyers.

Jed flew with
his dad every
chance he got,
provided he
didn’t have any
sports practic-

es, Rundback said. Jed was in-
volved in wrestling and cross
country.

According to Federal Avia-

tion Administration records,
Clint had a student pilot certif-
icate.

Clint rarely missed one of
Jed’s athletic events. He was a
regular at daughter Shyla Stea-
rns’ ballgames and track meets.
And when Shyla went off to col-
lege, Clint checked in with her
daily, Rundback said.

Clint was a family man and a
dedicated husband to wife Jen-
nifer, Rundback said.

Both Clint and Jed enjoyed
learning about mechanics.
When Rundback took his
grandson to a fair, Jed had fun
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Warren Schlosser, known as Wheelchair Warren, stopped in
North Platte Friday before heading out Saturday morning to con-
tinue his six-month wheelchair trek. He is rolling from Calgary, Can-
ada, to Mazatlan, Mexico. Schlosser travels with his dog, Luna, at
his side and his cat, Taquito, in the first cart behind him. Schloss-
er packs what he needs in his carts including lunch, tools, weather
gear and his two pets, which have been with him his whole journey.

Rolling from Canada to Mexico

North Platte’s store
1 of 7,000 to debut
plant-based patty

MPCC rodeo, Kids Klub team up at Wild West Arena

Getting their hands in the dirt
By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

Students in Kids Klub visited Wild
West Arena Friday to learn about ro-
deo events and participate in activi-
ties with the Mid-Plains Community
College rodeo team.

The afternoon started with presen-
tations and fun facts from rodeo team
members about barrel racing, steer

wrestling, team roping, calf roping
and bull riding. Students were able to
ask questions about each event.

After the presentations, students
were split up into groups out in the
arena. Kids Klub members were al-
lowed to mimic barrel racing by run-
ning around the course and getting a
time; pet a steer; practice roping on
a roping dummy; and run out of the

chute like a steer or a calf.
MPCC rodeo athletes were at each

station to demonstrate and help the
Kids Klub members.

Riley Reid, a freshman on the team,
said that it was a great opportunity
for kids to get a hands-on perspective
of what rodeo participants do in the
arena.

Please see KIDS, Page A3

Please see NEW, Page A2

By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

“Wheelchair Warren,” who
is making a wheelchair jour-
ney from Calgary, Canada, to
Mazatlan, Mexico, stopped in
North Platte at Holiday RV
Park on Friday, day 75 of his six-
month trek.

“I want to show people never
give up, never quit. There is no
magic pill. See what works for
you and how you function, and
don’t quit,” Warren Schlosser
said. “I understand why people

go from having an able body to
having a physical handicap in
one step, but a physical hand-
icap to being depressed and
homeless is a small step.”

Schlosser used to be a truck
driver, but a crash in April
2006 caused the injury that put
him in the wheelchair. He was
in a semi that hit 300 meters
of guard rail at 75 mph, which
caused his feet to go up into his
pelvis, he said.

Schlosser said the accident
caused some struggles at first

and it was hard to recover men-
tally.

“You definitely have your ups
and downs, especially when you
are an outdoor person and like
to hunt and fish and be on the
go all the time,” Schlosser said.
“First, you have to rely on your
family, and then you have to
rely on your friends.”

Schlosser said he had to learn
to ask for help. There are a lot of
good people out there, he said,
which is one of the things that
inspired him to do this trek.

Schlosser has lived in various
parts of Canada, so he started
his trek east before heading

‘Don’t quit’: Wheelchair Warren trekking
from Calgary home to Mazatlan home

Please see ROLLING, Page A2
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