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Sunny today, then partly cloudy in
the evening. Find our full five-day
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NPCC women’s
basketball wins
season opener.
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n DROPPED Charges against a North Platte man who sold
CBD oil at an area business were dismissed. LOCAL, PAGE A3
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Wind farm
company
to visit with
NCORPE

Tim Johnson / The North Platte Telegraph

Heather Jensen straightens a quilt on a pew in the First Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church earlier this week. Jensen is the president of the
North Platte church’s Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America organization, that recently completed 134 quilts to be
donated to groups locally and around the world.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Board members of NCORPE, the water
augmentation project in southwest Lin-
coln County, have invited the developer
of four northeast Nebraska wind farms
to make a public presentation Monday in
Curtis.

A representative of Invenergy will dis-
cuss the firm’s wind- and solar-energy
projects during the Nebraska Cooperative
Republican Platte Enhancement Project’s
10 a.m. board meeting at the Curtis Com-
munity Center.

By GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

It was supposed to be a happy moment,
a chance to declare the sex of a soon-to-be-
born baby with a blast of color and burst of
attention on social media.

But the gender reveal party explosion
that killed an Iowa woman last weekend
highlights the extreme lengths to which
some families go to advertise on social me-
dia that they’re expecting a boy or a girl.

Gender reveal parties have grown in-
creasingly popular and elaborate, with

Pink or blue?
Some gender
reveals take
dangerous turn

Official: Project has
continued to explore
renewable energy

Please see NCORPE, Page A2

As parties become
more popular, couples
have tried to up the ante

Please see REVEALS, Page A2

Group of 7 women to donate 134 quilts

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Since the start of the year, a
group of five to seven women
has gathered every Wednesday
in a small classroom in the edu-
cation center of the First Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in
North Platte to sew for an hour
or two.

One wall of the room is lined
with 60 stacked boxes of donat-
ed fabric, while across the room
a few sewing machines sit on
the table where one quilt after
another has been pieced togeth-
er.

Ten months after the first
stitches were made, the work by
members of the Women of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America organization has re-
sulted in 134 quilts, all of which
will be donated.

“The thing is the women go
about this work so quietly,” said
Heather Jensen, the president
of First Evangelical’s WELCA.
“Then every first Sunday in No-
vember you see all (of the quilts)
and its like, ‘Oh, OK. That’s
what has been going on.’ It’s just
mind-boggling when you think
of the hours (the women) give

for the project and the heart
that they have.”

The finished works of colored
patterns cover the backs of ev-
ery pew on the main floor of the
church as well as pews in the
balcony.

The project will be on display
for the church’s congregation
for this weekend’s services be-
fore they are sent to a number
of organizations, along with
school backpacks, adult health
kits and baby care kits, which
the church is donating as well.

The church’s quilt project be-
gan a half-century ago in the
home of Rae Guillen, who re-
mains an active member. The
current group also includes Sha-
ron Rile, Donna Schledewitz,

First Evangelical group continues
long tradition of holiday donations

Please see QUILTS, Page A2
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Miss Nebraska Allie Swanson, left, socializes with fans Friday at the Miss America send-off party for her at
Harbor Lights. Swanson will be headed to Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville, Connecticut, for the competi-
tion that begins on Dec. 19. The production will be broadcast live on NBC.

North Platte sends off Miss Nebraska Allie Swanson

Off to Miss America
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

North Platte got just a taste of
what Miss Nebraska 2019 Allie
Swanson will be wearing and per-
forming at the Miss America com-
petition on Dec. 19.

A send-off party on Friday at
Harbor Lights in North Platte fea-
tured a silent auction and the sale
of T-shirts and other keepsakes to
help defray the costs of the trip.

“I’m feeling very excited,”
Swanson said. “There’s still a lot
of prep work to do, especially af-
ter coming back from the Miss
America orientation last week.”

Swanson was in Florida to meet
with the other contestants and the
Miss America board of directors for
instructions on the competition.

“The meeting was very in-
formational and I feel very pre-
pared,” Swanson said. “I’m very
excited to showcase what Nebras-
ka has to offer and the new direc-
tion of Miss America this year.”

Swanson’s social impact initia-
tive, “CyberSmartz: Protecting
Yourself in a Digital World,” is
focused on helping Nebraskans
become better educated about the
use of social media.

She said her schedule has been
hectic since she earned her title
on June 8 in North Platte.

“Yesterday I drove up to Sco-
tia to speak at their K through
6 school there,” Swanson said.
“That’s about 2 hours away, so I’ve
done 10 schools in the past week.”

Swanson said her experience
serving as Miss Nebraska has

been more than she could ever
have imagined.

“This, seriously, is the best job
in the entire world,” Swanson
said. “The people you get to meet
and the lives you impact really is
so rewarding.”

She said it was good to be back
in North Platte where her quest
began.

“It is important to me to thank
North Platte for all of the wonder-
ful support of the Miss Nebraska
program and for being a part of
my journey to Miss America,”
Swanson said.

Her parents are Sean and Julie
Swanson, and she is a graduate
student at Bellevue University.

The competition will be broad-
cast live beginning at 7 p.m. CT
on Dec. 19 on NBC.
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