
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

North Platte’s long debate over tax incre-
ment financing started rumbling again Tues-
day night as the City Council took two more
steps toward absorbing and developing land
northeast of the main Interstate 80 inter-
change.

An ordinance to annex Keenan Manage-
ment LLC’s newly purchased 35.49-acre tract
won 8-0 second-round approval, setting up its
final inclusion within city limits at the coun-
cil’s Aug. 6 meeting.

Meanwhile, the city’s Planning Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing at its 5:30 p.m.
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Ousted Lincoln County Treasurer Lorie
Koertner will consider her legal options fol-
lowing county commissioners’ reaffirma-
tion of her May 13 removal, her attorney said
Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Deputy County Attorney Joe
Wright said that interim Treasurer Shelli
Franzen will serve through January 2023
under the same 1879 state law invoked to dis-
miss Koertner.

Lincoln lawyer J.L. Spray, who represented
Koertner at Monday’s all-day hearing on her

$2.00
Sunny today, then partly cloudy in
the evening. Find our full five-day
forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 96 LOW: 66 Thank you for reading

Today’s Telegraph.Pick5: 7-14-22-37-38
2-by-2: R 20-25, W 5-7
Powerball:
Next drawing Wednesday

LOTTERYtWeather ..............A8
Business.............B3
Comics ...............B4
Classifieds...... C6-8

Opinion...............A4
Record................A5
Lifestyles ............A6

INSIDEt

Huskers, Adrian
Martinez get ready
for Big Ten media
days in Chicago.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

TALKING SEASON

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 2019WWW.NPTELEGRAPH.COM

n THEY GO FAST Summer Jam concert tickets go on
sale to the public at 9 a.m. today. LOCAL, PAGE A3

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

Attorney:
Koertner
could seek
legal action

Ainsley Nichols / For The North Platte Telegraph

Fourth-grader Ben Cathcart, left, and seventh-grader Tuesday Allen perform during an activity called
“Bus Stop,” a game to help the group develop their improvisational and characterization skills.
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Each month, Com-
munity Connections
encourages the pub-

lic to dispose of old
drugs in their cabinet
at the organization’s

collection at Platte
River Mall. The drugs
are later disposed of

properly.
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Unused prescription medica-
tions left in cupboards and shelves
in homes bring great risk to the
community as a whole, according
to Community Connections.

That is why the monthly col-
lections of such drugs are so im-
portant, said Catiana Urrutia,
substance abuse prevention co-
ordinator for the organization.
This Saturday marks the 10th
year of the collection effort host-

ed by Community Connections in
North Platte. The event will run
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Platte
River Mall.

“The collection is about getting
unused and expired drugs out of
the community,” Urrutia said.
“Obviously, we don’t want people
misusing them or having them
stolen.”

Urrutia said the monthly col-
lections help protect the environ-
ment as well.

“It’s been a common thought
that ‘I don’t need these drugs any-

more so I’m just going to throw
them away or flush them down
the toilet,’” Urrutia said. “If you
flush them, that goes through the
water system and gets into the wa-
ter supply, and it can end up in our
drinking water. We don’t want
drugs in our drinking water.”

If they’re thrown away, she
said, there’s always the possibility
of young people digging through
the trash and getting them.

The Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration hosts two national take-
back events every year, one in the
spring and one in the fall. But 10
years ago Commmunity Connec-
tions wanted to do more.
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Aspiring young actors have
taken over the North Platte
Community Playhouse.

The Children’s Theater Acad-
emy is a two-week workshop for
third- through ninth-graders.
During those two weeks, stu-
dents work on producing a full
play or musical. The young ac-
tors learn all about theater as
they put the show together.

“They get to wear the micro-
phones, go on the big stage with
the bright lights and wear make-
up,” director Scott Carlson said.
They also learn skills applicable

to real life, like being adaptable
and working with all types of
people.

“There’s a lot of different sit-
uations that come up that you
have to learn to deal with,” Carl-
son said. He believes it’s a good
outlet for students because ev-
eryone doesn’t enjoy the same
activities.

“Not every kid likes sports,
(but) theater is a place for every-
body,” he said.

This year, eighth-grader Cole
Bodeman decided to sign up be-
cause of his interest in acting.
One of the biggest things Bode-
man has learned so far is about

body language.
“I learned that different roles

require different kinds of act-
ing. With the games that we’ve
played, I learned that my body
language and acting has to be
different,” Bodeman said.

Seventh-grader Tuesday Allen
has been attending the work-
shop for three years now.

“My brother was going into it,
so my mom kind of forced me to
go into it. I just went with it and
now I love it,” Allen said.

Her favorite part is acting and
being able to perform on the
stage. She’s found it has helped
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A role for everyone

Children’s Theater Academy teaches acting, life skills

Please see ROLE, Page A2

Ridding the community of drugs
Organization celebrates 10th anniversary of
monthly prescription medicines collection
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